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SB 5553
Brief Description:  Authorizing standards for temporary emergency shelters for local adoption.

Sponsors:  Senators Lovelett, Robinson, Conway, Nguyen, Nobles, Wellman and Wilson, C..

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires the State Building Code Council, by July 1, 2026, to adopt 
rules setting standards for temporary emergency shelters and make such 
standards available for local government adoption.

•

Hearing Date:  3/14/23

Staff: Kellen Wright (786-7134).

Background:

The State Building Code Council.
The State Building Code Council (SBCC) is responsible for adopting and updating the State 
Building Code (Code), which provides minimum construction, mechanical, fire, plumbing, and 
energy code requirements for buildings in Washington.  The Code consists of certain model 
codes, such as the International Building Code, as adopted and amended by the SBCC for use in 
Washington.  Counties and cities (local governments) may amend the Code as it applies within 
the local government to impose requirements that exceed those provided for in the Code, but 
cannot, with limited exceptions, lower the requirements.
 
Local Government Regulation of Indigent and Homeless Housing.
One situation in which local governments can lower the requirements of the Code is when the 
local government is regulating housing for indigent persons.  A local government may exempt a 
building's character of use or occupancy that has been changed to provide housing for indigent 
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persons from the requirements of the Code.  Any such exemption:
must only apply to existing buildings;•
must pose no threat to human health or safety;•
must only apply to buildings owned or administered by a government agency or nonprofit; 
and

•

may not be authorized for more than five years for any specific building, though the 
exemption may be renewed for succeeding five-year periods as long as the other 
conditions for the exemption continue to be met.

•

 
The SBCC was required, by January 1, 1992, to adopt guidelines for local governments adopting 
such exemptions.
 
Religious organizations are authorized to temporarily host the homeless on property owned or 
controlled by the religious organization.  This can include hosting the homeless inside of 
buildings on the property or in encampments or vehicles outdoors on the property.  Local 
governments can only impose limited regulations on such use.
 
Local governments planning under the Growth Management Act are required to include, in their 
comprehensive plans, an analysis of the number of emergency housing and emergency shelter 
units that are needed within the jurisdiction to manage projected growth.

Summary of Bill:

The SBCC must, by July 1, 2026, adopt rules setting standards for temporary emergency shelters 
and make such standards available for local government adoption.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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