
HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 5631

As Reported by House Committee On:
State Government & Tribal Relations

Title:  An act relating to requiring state agencies to clearly identify programs and services which 
accept applicants with deferred action for childhood arrival status.

Brief Description:  Requiring state agencies to clearly identify programs and services which 
accept applicants with deferred action for childhood arrival status.

Sponsors:  Senators Torres, Saldaña, Billig, Frame, Hunt, Lovelett, Nobles, Pedersen, Randall, 
Schoesler, Shewmake, Trudeau, Valdez, Warnick and Wilson, C..

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

State Government & Tribal Relations: 1/31/24, 2/14/24 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires a state agency to clearly identify on the agency's website all 
programs and services that individuals with Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) status are not ineligible to apply for because 
of the individual's DACA status.

•

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT & TRIBAL RELATIONS

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 5 members: Representatives Ramos, Chair; 
Stearns, Vice Chair; Gregerson, Low and Mena.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 2 members: Representatives 
Cheney, Ranking Minority Member; Christian, Assistant Ranking Minority Member.

Staff: Connor Schiff (786-7093).

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Background:

"Deferred action" is a discretionary decision by the United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) to not initiate deportation proceedings against an individual.  
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), established in 2012, temporarily delays 
the deportation of eligible individuals without documentation who came to the United States 
as children.  Individuals with DACA status are also eligible for work permits, known as 
Employment Authorization Documents (EADs).  An individual's DACA status is renewable 
every two years.
 
To qualify for DACA status, an individual must: 

have entered the United States before the age of 16 and before June 15, 2007;•
have been physically present in the United States, been under the age of 31, and had 
no lawful immigration status on June 15, 2012;

•

be enrolled in school, have graduated from high school, obtained a GED, or been 
honorably discharged from military service; and

•

not have been convicted of a felony, certain misdemeanors, or multiple 
misdemeanors.

•

 
On September 13, 2023, the United States District Court for the Southern District of Texas 
held that DACA is unlawful but maintained a partial stay for individuals who obtained 
DACA status on or before July 16, 2021.  Accordingly, current grants of DACA status and 
related EADs remain valid.  Individuals with DACA status may also renew their status.  
The USCIS will accept new DACA applications but will not process them. 
 
There are between 16,000 and 17,000 individuals with DACA status residing in 
Washington. 
 
In Washington, individuals with DACA status are eligible to apply for certain state 
programs and benefits, for example: 

in-state tuition;•
state financial aid;•
a standard driver's license or state identification card; and•
state-funded health care coverage. •

Summary of Bill:

Each state agency must clearly identify on the agency's website which programs and 
services individuals with Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) status are not 
ineligible to apply for solely because of the individual's DACA status.  No entity is required 
to update or revise existing documents or publications.
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Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the 
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) Individuals with DACA status do not know where to get information.  They 
take time trying to access services and get turned away because they are missing 
documentation.  Website updates will help individuals know what they can apply for.  The 
bill does not have any costs.  An agency only needs to update the agency's website.  
Agencies do not need to revise any existing materials. 
 
(Opposed) None. 

Persons Testifying:  Senator Nikki Torres, prime sponsor.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  John Worthington.
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