HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 6263

As Reported by House Committee On:
Appropriations

Title: An act relating to death benefits provided by the 1955 act for firefighters' relief and
pensions.

Brief Description: Concerning death benefits provided by the 1955 act for firefighters relief
and pensions.

Sponsors. Senators Wilson, L., Boehnke, Cleveland, Conway, Keiser, Lovelett, Lovick, Rivers,
Schoesler, Torres and Wellman.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Appropriations: 2/22/24, 2/26/24 [DP).

Brief Summary of Bill

* Increases the funeral benefit for firefighters covered by apre-Law
Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters' Retirement System pension
from $500 to $1,000.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 29 members. Representatives Ormsby, Chair;
Bergquist, Vice Chair; Gregerson, Vice Chair; Macri, Vice Chair; Corry, Ranking Minority
Member; Chambers, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Connors, Assistant Ranking
Minority Member; Couture, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Berg, Callan, Chopp,
Davis, Fitzgibbon, Harris, Lekanoff, Pollet, Riccelli, Rude, Ryu, Sandlin, Schmick, Senn,
Simmons, Slatter, Springer, Stokesbary, Stonier, Tharinger and Wilcox.

Staff: David Pringle (786-7310).

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Background:

The Law Enforcement Officers and Fire Fighters Retirement System (LEOFF) Plan 1
provides retirement and disability benefits to law enforcement officers and firefighters who
entered eligible employment between 1969 and 1977. Since 1977 eligible law enforcement
officers and firefighters have entered LEOFF Plan 2. Before the implementation of LEOFF
Plan 1in 1970, law enforcement and firefighter pensions were administered separately by
local pension boards and chapters of law.

At the time of death of afirefighter covered by a pre-LEOFF pension, the local pension
fund will pay $500 to defray funeral expenses. A death benefit available to law
enforcement officers covered by a pre-L EOFF pension that worked for a city pays $1,000 to
the spouse or other specified beneficiaries.

Summary of Bill:

The funeral benefit for firefighters covered by a pre-L EOFF pension isincreased from $500
to $1,000.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:
(In support) None.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: None.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.

House Bill Report -2- SB 6263



