SENATE BILL REPORT
HB 1319

As Passed Senate, March 22, 2023
Title: An act relating to collision reporting criteria triggering driver's license reexamination.

Brief Description: Addressing collision reporting criteriatriggering driver's license
reexamination.

Sponsors. Representatives Reed, Cortes, Berry, Ramel, Cheney, Waters and Kloba.

Brief History: Passed House: 2/27/23, 96-0.
Committee Activity: Transportation: 3/09/23 [DP].

Floor Activity: Passed Senate: 3/22/23, 49-0.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Modifies certain collision report criteria that triggers a driver's license
reexamination.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Majority Report: Do pass.

Signed by Senators Liias, Chair; Lovick, Vice Chair; Shewmake, Vice Chair; King,
Ranking Member; Cleveland, Fortunato, Kauffman, Lovelett, Nobles, Padden, Randall,
Valdez, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J..

Staff: Brandon Popovac (786-7465)

Background: Cooper Jones Act. In 1998, the Legislature enacted the Cooper Jones Act
which, in part, established new police officer reporting requirements when a motor vehicle
accident results in a fatality or serious injury, and that such a report must trigger a driver's
license reexamination.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Police Officer Accident Reports. State and local police officers present at the scene of any
accident, or in possession of facts concerning an accident, must make a report in the same
manner required of the parties to the accident and as fully as the facts of the accident permit.
Such a police officer must also report to the Department of Licensing (DOL) on a
prescribed form:

» when acollision has occurred that resultsin a serious injury;

* the identity of the driver involved in the collision when the officer has reasonable
grounds to believe the driver who caused the serious injury may not be competent to
operate a motor vehicle; and

* thereason or reasons for the officer's belief.

Driver's License Reexamination. If DOL has good cause to believe that a licensed driver is
incompetent or otherwise not qualified to be licensed, DOL may upon notice require such
driver to submit to an examination. DOL must also require a driver reported by a police
officer for a collison in which a fatality or serious injury has occurred to submit to an
examination. Upon conclusion of an examination, DOL must take driver improvement
action as appropriate and may suspend or revoke the driver's license, permit the driver to
retain the driver's license, or issue a driver's license subject to certain restrictions. DOL may
also suspend or revoke the license of a driver who refuses or neglects to submit to an
examination.

Summary of Bill: The criteria for when police officers are required to report certain
accidents to DOL, which would require the driver involved in the accident to submit to a
driver's license reexamination, is modified to when a collision has occurred that results in
substantial bodily harm as opposed to serious injury.

Substantial bodily harm is defined as bodily injury which involves a temporary but
substantial disfigurement, or which causes atemporary but substantial loss or impairment of
the function of any bodily part or organ, or which causes a fracture of any bodily part.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: No public hearing was held.

Persons Testifying: N/A

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: N/A
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