SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5513

Asof January 24, 2023
Title: An act relating to mental health counseling at community and technical colleges.
Brief Description: Concerning mental health counseling at community and technical colleges.

Sponsors: Senators Liias, Randall, Boehnke, Hasegawa, Hunt, Lovelett, Nguyen, Nobles,
Saldana, Valdez and Wilson, C..

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Higher Education & Workforce Development: 1/25/23.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Modifies the process to select colleges for participation in the mental
health counseling and services pilot program and extends the length of
the pilot.

» Creates a new telehealth pilot program for colleges not participating in
the mental health counseling and services pilot program.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION & WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT

Staff: AliciaKinne-Clawson (786-7407)

Background: In 2019 the Legidature created a task force to examine issues related to
counselors in the Community and Technical College (CTC) system. The task force
examined issues related to minimum standards and staffing ratios, as well as best practices
for counseling.

In 2021, the Legidlature directed the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges
(SBCTC) to implement a pilot program to increase student access to mental health
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counseling and services. In collaboration with a selection committee, SBCTC provided
grants to CTCs to implement one or more of eight strategies to increase access to mental
health counseling and services.

Summary of Bill: The mental health counseling and services pilot program is extended to
July 1, 2026. The SBCTC is no longer required to use a selection committee to select
community colleges to participate in the pilot program. Geographic requirements for
selection of pilot programs are eliminated.

In addition to the counseling services pilot program and subject to appropriations, the
SBCTC shall contract with a telehealth provider to address mental and behavioral health
care for colleges not selected to participate in the pilot program. Such telehealth services
must not supplant existing services available on campus.

A report on the outcomes of the telehealth pilot is due by December 15, 2025.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 23, 2023.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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