FINAL BILL REPORT
SB 5683

C127L 23
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Concerning child-specific foster care licenses for placement of Indian
children.

Sponsors:. Senators Kauffman, Hasegawa, Kuderer, Liias, Lovelett, Lovick, Nguyen, Nobles,
Pedersen, Saldafia, Schoesler, Stanford, Valdez and Wilson, C..

Senate Committee on Human Services

Senate Committee on Ways & Means

House Committee on Human Services, Youth, & Early Learning
House Committee on Appropriations

Background: The Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) licenses foster
homes. A person can apply to be a foster parent through DCYF's licensing division or
through a child placing agency. An applicant must complete required trainings, pass a
background check, meet with staff for home visits and interviews, and complete a home
study.

In 2021, child-specific foster care licenses were created. DCY F may issue a child-specific
license to a relative or a suitable person who opts to become licensed for placement of a
specific child and that child's siblings or relatives in DCYF's care, custody, and control.

Such individuals must meet all minimum licensing requirements and other criteria DCYF
establishes by rule.

For purposes of federal funding, a child-specific license is considered a full license with all
of the rights and responsibilities of a foster family home license except that the licensee
may only receive placement of specific children. Placement with a person who holds a
child-specific license is subject to DCY F's sole discretion.

Summary: DCYF may issue achild specific license to an Indian child's family or extended
family member who opts to become licensed for placement of a specific Indian child and
that child's siblings or relatives in the custody of an Indian tribe or the tribe's child placing

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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agency.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 O
House 97 O

Effective: July 23, 2023
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