SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5702

As of February 15, 2023

Title: An act relating to expanding the students experiencing homel essness and foster youth
pilot program.

Brief Description: Expanding the students experiencing homelessness and foster youth pilot
program.

Sponsors: Senators Trudeau, Nobles, Dhingra, Hunt, Liias, Lovelett, Nguyen, Pedersen,
Saldana, Valdez and Wilson, C..

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Higher Education & Workforce Development: 2/15/23.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Makes the students experiencing homelessness and foster youth program
permanent.

» Addsthetribal college as eligible to participate in the program.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION & WORKFORCE

DEVELOPMENT

Staff: AliciaKinne-Clawson (786-7407)

Background: In 2019, the Legidature established pilot programs to provide assistance and
accommodations to students experiencing homelessness and to students who were in foster

care when they graduated from high school.

The participating community and technical colleges (CTCs) and four-year institutions must
provide accommodations to homeless students and students who were in foster care at high

school graduation. The accommodations may include:
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» accessto laundry facilities, storage, locker rooms and showers, and technology;

* reduced-price meals or meal plans;

* access to short-term housing or housing assistance, especially during seasonal breaks;
and

* Case management services.

In 2021, the program was expanded from two to four public four-year institutions. The pilot
was aso expanded at CTCs, for eight total. The pilot program's expiration date was
extended to July 1, 2024, from July 1, 2023. In 2022, the pilot program was further
expanded to include six public four-year institutions and all CTCs.

Summary of Bill: Thebill asreferred to committee not considered.

Summary of Bill (Proposed Substitute): The students experiencing homelessness and
foster youth program is no longer a pilot program with participation limited to eight CTC
and four public four-year institutions. Subject to appropriation, all CTCs and public four-
year ingtitutions are eligible to participate. The program is aso expanded to include the
tribal college.

The expiration date for the pilot program is eliminated.

Appropriation: The bill contains a section or sections to limit implementation to the
availability of amounts appropriated for that specific purpose.

Fiscal Note: Reguested on February 13, 2023.
Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony On Proposed Substitute: PRO: Forty-eight percent
of students in Washington State experience housing insecurity. Nineteen percent of students
experience homelessness. Thirty-eight percent face food insecurity. The Supporting
Students Experiencing Homel essness pilot has been an invaluable resource for students who
are unhoused or aging out of the foster care system. In three years, over 2650 students have
been served, with 91 percent of baccalaureate students and 85 percent of CTC students
completing the quarter in which they recelved housing and food assistance, case
management, or other accommodations. The pilot program expires next year, and this
program is necessary to continue offering those resources. With potentially generational
economic and educational impacts on the line it is time now to invest in students. This hill
would mean students have a place to go after class, have aroof over their head, and have the
tools to be successful.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Senator Yasmin Trudeau, Prime Sponsor; Joel Anderson,
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University of Washington Graduate and Professional Student Senate; Steve DuPont, Central
Washington University; Charles Adkins, Naira Gonzales Aranda; Alex Davidson, The
Associated Students of the University of Washington; Adan Mendoza-Sandoval, VP, WA
Student Association; Sopeara Chay, South Puget Sound Community College; Madeline
Sprute, Associated Students of Tacoma Community College.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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