
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5850

As of January 10, 2024

Title:  An act relating to supporting students who are chronically absent and at risk for not 
graduating high school.

Brief Description:  Supporting students who are chronically absent and at risk for not 
graduating high school.

Sponsors:  Senators Braun, Wellman, Frame, Hasegawa, Hunt, Kuderer, Mullet, Randall, 
Torres, Valdez and Wilson, C..

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Early Learning & K-12 Education: 1/11/24.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires each educational service district (ESD) to develop and maintain 
the capacity to offer training and coaching for staff on early warning 
systems to identify and locate students who are chronically absent and 
connect them with the necessary supports, subject to appropriations.

•

Directs the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to 
establish a grant program for community-based organizations and tribes 
to support students who are chronically absent, subject to appropriations.

•

Requires OSPI to allocate funding to ESDs, school districts, and public 
schools to help eliminate barriers to high school completion for students 
enrolled in a statewide dropout reengagement program, subject to 
appropriations.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION

Staff: Ailey Kato (786-7434)

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Background:  Staff Addressing Excessive Absenteeism and Truancy.  State law requires 
school districts to designate and identify to the local juvenile court and to the Office of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) a person or persons to coordinate efforts to 
address excessive absenteeism and truancy, including tasks associated with:

entering into a memorandum of understanding with the juvenile court and 
establishing protocols;

•

coordinating trainings, outreach, and conferences;•
sharing evidence-based and culturally appropriate promising practices;•
identifying a person within every school to serve as a contact with respect to 
excessive absenteeism and truancy; and

•

assisting in the recruitment of community engagement board members.•
 
Statewide Dropout Reengagement Program.  State law provides a framework for a 
statewide dropout reengagement system to provide appropriate educational opportunities. A 
dropout reengagement program means an educational program that offers at least the 
following instruction and services:

academic instruction;•
case management, academic and career counseling, and assistance with accessing 
services and resources that support at-risk youth and reduce barriers to educational 
success; and

•

the opportunity for qualified students to enroll in college courses that lead to a 
postsecondary degree or certification if the program provider is a community or 
technical college.

•

 
Eligible students are:

at least 16 but less than 21;•
not accumulating sufficient credits toward a high school diploma to reasonably 
complete a diploma before age 21 or is recommended by case managers; and

•

enrolled in a school district where they reside, enrolled in an institutional education 
program; or a nonresident school district.

•

 
OSPI must develop a model interlocal agreement and contract for the dropout reengagement 
system and school districts may enter into these agreement with an educational service 
district (ESD), community or technical college, or other public entity.  The model 
agreement must include uniform financial reimbursement rates, per full-time equivalent 
eligible student enrolled in a dropout reengagement program, calculated using a certain 
formula.

Summary of Bill:  Chronically Absent Students.  Students who are chronically absent 
means students who miss 10 percent or more of their school days for any reason including 
excused and unexcused absences and suspensions.
 
Educational Service District Training and Coaching.  Subject to appropriations, each ESD 
must develop and maintain the capacity to offer training and coaching for staff, including 

SB 5850- 2 -Senate Bill Report



staff designated to address excessive absenteeism and truancy, on the development of robust 
early warning systems to identify and locate students who are chronically absent and 
connect them with the necessary supports to reengage them in academic learning.  The 
training and coaching must include collecting, analyzing, and reporting early warning data.
 
Grant Program to Support Chronically Absent Students.  Subject to appropriations, OSPI 
must establish a grant program to support students who are chronically absent.  Community-
based organizations and tribes may apply for these grants.
 
Grant funds may be used for the following:

proactive engagement with families;•
clear, supportive, and solution-oriented communication;•
visits to families of students who are chronically absent;•
academic, systemic, and economic supports; and•
incentives and celebrations of improved attendance and engagement.•

 
OSPI may adopt rules to implement the grant program and may require the recipient of 
grant funding to report the impacts of the recipient's efforts in alignment with the measures 
of the Washington School Improvement Framework.
 
Funding Supporting Students Enrolled in a Statewide Dropout Reengagement Program.  
Subject to appropriations, OSPI must allocate funding to ESDs, school districts, and public 
schools to eliminate barriers to high school completion for students who are:

16 to 21 and are severely deficient in academic credits;•
unable to graduate high school with their peer group; and•
enrolled in a statewide dropout reengagement program.•

 
Given that these students have varied needs, the use of these funds are flexible and can be 
used for supports such as testing fees, school supplies, clothing, food and nutrition, and 
transportation.
 
OSPI must allocate funding on a per-student basis, and the allocation of funding for either 
small or rural school districts must be differentiated and include a base amount of funding.
 
OSPI may adopt rules to implement the grant program and funding provisions.  These 
provisions expire December 31, 2026.

Appropriation:  The bill contains a section or sections to limit implementation to the 
availability of amounts appropriated for that specific purpose.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 2, 2024.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.
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Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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