RCW 7.69B.005 Intent—Finding. The legislature recognizes that
it is important that dependent persons who are witnesses and victims
of crime cooperate with law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies and
that their assistance contributes to state and local enforcement
efforts and the general effectiveness of the criminal Jjustice system.
The legislature finds that the state has an interest in making it
possible for courts to adequately and fairly conduct cases involving
dependent persons who are victims of crimes. Therefore, it is the
intent of the legislature, by means of this chapter, to insure that
all dependent persons who are victims and witnesses of crime are
treated with sensitivity, courtesy, and special care and that their
rights be protected by law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, and
judges in a manner no less vigorous than the protection afforded to
other victims, witnesses, and criminal defendants. [2005 ¢ 381 § 1.]
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