
RCW 10.82.090  Interest on judgments—Disposition of 
nonrestitution interest. (Effective until January 1, 2023.)  (1) 
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, restitution 
imposed in a judgment shall bear interest from the date of the 
judgment until payment, at the rate applicable to civil judgments. As 
of June 7, 2018, no interest shall accrue on nonrestitution legal 
financial obligations. All nonrestitution interest retained by the 
court shall be split twenty-five percent to the state treasurer for 
deposit in the state general fund, twenty-five percent to the state 
treasurer for deposit in the judicial information system account as 
provided in RCW 2.68.020, twenty-five percent to the county current 
expense fund, and twenty-five percent to the county current expense 
fund to fund local courts.

(2) The court may, on motion by the offender, following the 
offender's release from total confinement, reduce or waive the 
interest on legal financial obligations levied as a result of a 
criminal conviction as follows:

(a) The court shall waive all interest on the portions of the 
legal financial obligations that are not restitution that accrued 
prior to June 7, 2018;

(b) The court may reduce interest on the restitution portion of 
the legal financial obligations only if the principal has been paid in 
full and as an incentive for the offender to meet his or her other 
legal financial obligations. The court may grant the motion, establish 
a payment schedule, and retain jurisdiction over the offender for 
purposes of reviewing and revising the reduction or waiver of 
interest.

(3) This section only applies to adult offenders.  [2018 c 269 § 
1; 2015 c 265 § 23; 2011 c 106 § 2; 2009 c 479 § 14; 2004 c 121 § 1; 
1995 c 291 § 7; 1989 c 276 § 3.]

Construction—2018 c 269: "Nothing in this act requires the 
courts to refund or reimburse amounts previously paid towards legal 
financial obligations or interest on legal financial obligations." 
[2018 c 269 § 20.]

Finding—Intent—2015 c 265: See note following RCW 13.50.010.
Finding—2011 c 106: "(1) The legislature finds that it is in the 

interest of the public to promote the reintegration into society of 
individuals convicted of crimes. Research indicates that legal 
financial obligations may constitute a significant barrier to 
successful reintegration. The legislature further recognizes that the 
accrual of interest on nonrestitution debt during the term of 
incarceration results in many individuals leaving prison with 
insurmountable debt. These circumstances make it less likely that 
restitution will be paid in full and more likely that former offenders 
and their families will remain in poverty. In order to foster 
reintegration, this act creates a mechanism for courts to eliminate 
interest accrued on nonrestitution debt during incarceration and 
improves incentives for payment of legal financial obligations.

(2) At the same time, the legislature believes that payment of 
legal financial obligations is an important part of taking personal 
responsibility for one's actions. The legislature therefore, supports 
the efforts of county clerks in taking collection action against those 
who do not make a good faith effort to pay." [2011 c 106 § 1.]
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Effective date—2009 c 479: See note following RCW 2.56.030.
Severability—1989 c 276: See note following RCW 9.95.062.

RCW 10.82.090  Interest on judgments—Disposition of 
nonrestitution interest. (Effective January 1, 2023.)  (1) Except as 
provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this section and RCW 3.50.100, 
3.62.020, and 35.20.220, restitution imposed in a judgment shall bear 
interest from the date of the judgment until payment, at the rate 
applicable to civil judgments. As of June 7, 2018, no interest shall 
accrue on nonrestitution legal financial obligations. All 
nonrestitution interest retained by the court shall be split 25 
percent to the state treasurer for deposit in the state general fund, 
25 percent to the state treasurer for deposit in the judicial 
information system account as provided in RCW 2.68.020, 25 percent to 
the county current expense fund, and 25 percent to the county current 
expense fund to fund local courts.

(2) The court may elect not to impose interest on any restitution 
the court orders. Before determining not to impose interest on 
restitution, the court shall inquire into and consider the following 
factors: (a) Whether the offender is indigent as defined in RCW 
10.101.010(3) or general rule 34; (b) the offender's available funds, 
as defined in RCW 10.101.010(2), and other liabilities including child 
support and other legal financial obligations; (c) whether the 
offender is homeless; and (d) whether the offender is mentally ill, as 
defined in RCW 71.24.025. The court shall also consider the victim's 
input, if any, as it relates to any financial hardship caused to the 
victim if interest is not imposed. The court may also consider any 
other information that the court believes, in the interest of justice, 
relates to not imposing interest on restitution. After consideration 
of these factors, the court may waive the imposition of restitution 
interest.

(3) The court may, on motion by the offender, reduce or waive the 
interest on legal financial obligations levied as a result of a 
criminal conviction as follows:

(a) The court shall waive all interest on the portions of the 
legal financial obligations that are not restitution that accrued 
prior to June 7, 2018;

(b) The court may waive or reduce interest on the restitution 
portion of the legal financial obligations only if the principal has 
been paid in full, except as provided in (c) of this subsection. The 
court may grant the motion, establish a payment schedule, and retain 
jurisdiction over the offender for purposes of reviewing and revising 
the reduction or waiver of interest;

(c) The court may, following the offender's release from total 
confinement, waive or reduce interest on restitution that accrued 
during the offender's period of incarceration if the court finds that 
the offender does not have the current or likely future ability to 
pay. A person does not have the current ability to pay if the person 
is indigent as defined in RCW 10.01.160(3). The prosecuting attorney 
shall make reasonable efforts to notify the victim entitled to 
restitution of the date and place of the hearing. The court shall also 
consider the victim's input, if any, as it relates to any financial 
hardship caused to the victim if interest is reduced or waived.
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(4) This section only applies to adult offenders.  [2022 c 260 § 
12; 2018 c 269 § 1; 2015 c 265 § 23; 2011 c 106 § 2; 2009 c 479 § 14; 
2004 c 121 § 1; 1995 c 291 § 7; 1989 c 276 § 3.]

Construction—Effective date—2022 c 260: See notes following RCW 
3.66.120.

Construction—2018 c 269: "Nothing in this act requires the 
courts to refund or reimburse amounts previously paid towards legal 
financial obligations or interest on legal financial obligations." 
[2018 c 269 § 20.]

Finding—Intent—2015 c 265: See note following RCW 13.50.010.
Finding—2011 c 106: "(1) The legislature finds that it is in the 

interest of the public to promote the reintegration into society of 
individuals convicted of crimes. Research indicates that legal 
financial obligations may constitute a significant barrier to 
successful reintegration. The legislature further recognizes that the 
accrual of interest on nonrestitution debt during the term of 
incarceration results in many individuals leaving prison with 
insurmountable debt. These circumstances make it less likely that 
restitution will be paid in full and more likely that former offenders 
and their families will remain in poverty. In order to foster 
reintegration, this act creates a mechanism for courts to eliminate 
interest accrued on nonrestitution debt during incarceration and 
improves incentives for payment of legal financial obligations.

(2) At the same time, the legislature believes that payment of 
legal financial obligations is an important part of taking personal 
responsibility for one's actions. The legislature therefore, supports 
the efforts of county clerks in taking collection action against those 
who do not make a good faith effort to pay." [2011 c 106 § 1.]

Effective date—2009 c 479: See note following RCW 2.56.030.
Severability—1989 c 276: See note following RCW 9.95.062.
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