
RCW 15.54.440  "Stop sale," "stop use," or "withdrawal from 
distribution" order, when issued—Release—Associated costs.  (1) 
Commercial fertilizers that are not registered in Washington state or 
that fail to meet the Washington standards for total metals pose an 
emergency situation because they may contain certain metals at levels 
which are harmful to Washington soils and plants and may contain 
substances which are harmful to the public without its knowledge. 
Commercial fertilizers that are not registered or that fail to meet 
the Washington standards for total metals are subject to immediate 
stop sale, stop use, or withdrawal from distribution in this state and 
seizure, disposal, or both.

(2) The department may issue and enforce a written "stop sale," 
"stop use," or "withdrawal from distribution" order to the 
distributor, owner, or custodian of any lot of commercial fertilizer 
to hold the commercial fertilizer at a designated place when the 
department has reasonable cause to believe such fertilizer is being 
offered or exposed for sale in violation of any of the provisions of 
this chapter.

(3) The department may issue and enforce a written immediate 
"stop sale," "stop use," or "withdrawal from distribution" order to 
any distributor, owner, or custodian of commercial fertilizer in the 
state for any commercial fertilizer that:

(a) Is not registered in Washington state; or
(b) According to the department, fails to meet the Washington 

standards for total metals, as established in RCW 15.54.800 or the 
rules adopted under this chapter.

(4) The department shall release the commercial fertilizer 
stopped or withdrawn under subsection (2) or (3) of this section when 
the distributor, owner, or custodian has complied with the provisions 
of this chapter and the rules adopted under it and the department has 
issued a written release order. If compliance is not or cannot be 
obtained, the department may institute proceedings under RCW 15.54.450 
or may agree in writing with the distributor, owner, or custodian of 
the commercial fertilizer to an alternative disposition of the 
commercial fertilizer.

(5) All costs associated with any "stop sale," "stop use," or 
"withdrawal from distribution" incurred by the distributor, owner, or 
custodian of a commercial fertilizer are the responsibility of the 
distributor, owner, or custodian.  [1999 c 383 § 3; 1987 c 45 § 23; 
1967 ex.s. c 22 § 32.]

Effective date—1999 c 383: See note following RCW 15.54.325.
Construction—Severability—1987 c 45: See notes following RCW 

15.54.270.

Certified on 9/1/2023 RCW 15.54.440 Page 1


		2023-11-03T21:19:58-0700
	Electronic transmittal




