Chapters
28A.150

Title 28A RCW
COMMON SCHOOL PROVISIONS

General provisions.

28A.155 Special education.

28A.160 Student transportation.

28A.165 Learning assistance program.

28A.170 Substance abuse awareness program.

28A.175 Dropout prevention, intervention, and retrieval system.

28A.180 Transitional bilingual instruction program.

28A.183 Language access program.

28A.185 Highly capable students.

28A.188 Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
education.

28A.190 Residential education programs.

28A.193 Education programs for juvenile inmates.

28A.194 Education programs for juveniles in adult jails.

28A.195 Private schools.

28A.200 Home-based instruction.

28A.205 Education centers.

28A.210 Health—Screening and requirements.

28A.215 Early childhood, preschools, and before-and-after school
care.

28A.220 Traffic safety.

28A.225 Compulsory school attendance and admission.

28A.230 Compulsory coursework and activities.

28A.232 Alternative learning experience courses.

28A.235 Food services.

28A.245 Skill centers.

28A.250 Online learning.

28A.300 Superintendent of public instruction.

28A.305 State board of education.

28A.310 Educational service districts.

28A.315 Organization and reorganization of school districts.

28A.320 Provisions applicable to all districts.

28A.323 Joint school districts—School districts in two or more
educational service districts.

28A.325 Associated student bodies.

28A.330 Provisions applicable to school districts.

28A.335 School districts' property.

28A.340 Small high school cooperative projects.

28A.343 School director districts.

28A.345 Washington state school directors' association.

28A.400 Employees.

28A.405 Certificated employees.

28A.410 Certification.

28A.413 Paraeducators.

28A.415 Institutes, workshops, and training.

28A.420 Interstate teacher mobility compact.

28A.500 Local effort assistance.

28A.505 School districts' budgets.

28A.510 Apportionment to district—District accounting.

28A.515 Common school construction fund.

28A.520 Forest reserve funds distribution.

28A.525 Bond issues.
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28A.527 School facilities—2008 bond issue.

28A.530 District bonds for land, buildings, and equipment.

28A.535 Validating indebtedness.

28A.540 Capital fund aid by nonhigh school districts.

28A.545 Payment to high school districts.

28A.600 Students.

28A.604 Student user privacy in education rights.

28A.605 Parent access.

28A.620 Community education programs.

28A.623 Meal programs.

28A.625 Awards.

28A.630 Temporary provisions—Special projects.

28A.635 Offenses relating to school property and personnel.

28A.640 Sexual equality.

28A.642 Discrimination prohibition.

28A.645 Appeals from board.

28A.650 Education technology.

28A.655 Academic achievement and accountability.

28A.657 Accountability system.

28A.660 Alternative route teacher certification.

28A.690 Agreement on qualifications of personnel.

28A.700 Secondary career and technical education.

28A.705 Interstate compact on educational opportunity for military
children.

28A.710 Charter schools.

28A.715 State-tribal education compacts authority.

28A.900 Construction.

Actions against school districts: RCW 4.08.120.
Actions by school district in corporate name: RCW 4.08.110.
Armories, use of by school children: RCW 38.20.010.

Attorney general, supervision of prosecuting attorney: RCW
36.27.020(3).

Bankruptcy readjustment and relief from debts: Chapter 39.64 RCW.
Blind, school for: Chapter 72.40 RCW.

Blind made products, purchase of authorized: RCW 19.06.020.

Bomb threats, penalty: RCW 9.61.160.

Bond issues
declaratory judgments: Chapter 7.25 RCW.
general provisions applicable to
declaratory judgments: Chapter 7.25 RCW.
facsimile signatures, legal sufficiency: RCW 39.44.100.
interest, payment of: RCW 39.44.120.
maturity of bonds: RCW 39.44.070.
registered bonds, statements and signatures: RCW
39.44.102.
registration of bonds, coupon interest payments: RCW
39.44.120.
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registration of bonds, designation of fiscal agent to
register bonds, fee: RCW 39.44.130.

mutual savings banks, authorized investment for: RCW
32.20.070, 32.20.090.

refunding bond issues, bankruptcy readjustment and relief
from debts: Chapter 39.64 RCW.

registration of bonds, principal payable to payee or
assignee: RCW 39.44.110.

savings and loan associations, investment in: RCW 33.24.050
through 33.24.070.

United States, sale of bonds to at private sale: Chapter
39.48 RCW.

Boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and wrestling events
exemptions for: RCW 67.08.015.

physical examination of contestants, urinalysis: RCW
67.08.090.

Buildings, earthquake standards for construction: RCW 70.86.020,
70.86.030.

Cities and towns operating generating utilities in another county
notice of loss: RCW 35.21.426.
payment formulas: RCW 35.21.427.
reimbursement: RCW 35.21.425.

Clerk of districts, agent to receive summons: RCW 4.28.080.

Common schools

general and uniform system to be established: State
Constitution Art. 9 s 2.

special legislation affecting prohibited: State Constitution
Art. 2 s 28.

superintendent of public instruction to supervise: State
Constitution Art. 3 s 22.

Condemnation: Chapter 8.16 RCW.

Contracts made in violation of indebtedness limitations void: RCW
39.36.040.

Conveyance of real property by public bodies—Recording: RCW 65.08.095.

Crimes relating to

bomb threats to: RCW 9.61.160.

discrimination to deny public accommodations because of
race, color or creed: RCW 9.91.010.

generally: Chapter 28A.635 RCW.

school buses
design, marking of, mode of operation, regulations for,

violating: RCW 46.61.380.

Stopped, failure to stop on approaching: RCW 46.61.370.

Deaf, mute, or blind youth in districts, clerks of school districts to
make report of: RCW 72.40.060.
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Debts, authority to contract: State Constitution Art. 8 s 6 (Amendment
27) .

Declaratory judgments, bond issues: Chapter 7.25 RCW.

Discrimination—Separation of sexes in dormitories, residence halls,
etc.: RCW 49.60.222.

Discrimination to deny public accommodations because of race, color or
creed, penalty: RCwW 9.91.010.

Diverse cultures and languages encouraged—State policy: RCW 1.20.100.
Drivers' training schools, generally: Chapter 46.82 RCW.

Earthquake standards for construction: RCW 70.86.020, 70.86.030.
Education: State Constitution Art. 9.

Educational employment relations act: Chapter 41.59 RCW.

Educational facilities and programs for state schools for the deaf and
blind: RCW 72.40.028.

Educational service districts
deaf, mute, blind youth, reports of: RCW 72.40.070,
72.40.080.
teachers' retirement system, employer reports: RCW
41.50.230.

Elections
expenses of consolidated elections, sharing of costs: RCW
29A.04.410.
times for holding, in all other counties: RCW 29A.04.330.

Elementary or secondary school activities, admission tax exclusion:
RCwW 36.38.010.

Eminent domain by school districts: Chapter 8.16 RCW.
Employees, qualifications to hold school office: RCW 42.04.020.
Enrollment forecasts: RCW 43.62.050.

Escheats

bank dividends unclaimed after liquidation and winding up
escheat to permanent school fund: RCW 30A.44.150,
30A.44.180.

estate escheats for support of schools: RCwW 11.08.160.

permanent school fund, deposited in: RCW 11.08.160.

trust company dividends unclaimed after liquidation and
winding up: RCW 30A.44.150, 30A.44.180.

Establishment and maintenance of schools guaranteed: State
Constitution Art. 26 s 4.
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Fiscal year defined: RCW 1.16.030.

Free from sectarian control: State Constitution Art. 9 s 4, Art. 26 s

4.

Funds
apportionment by special act forbidden: State Constitution
Art. 2 s 28(7).
county school fund, stock on highway, limitations, proceeds
of sale to county school fund: RCW 16.24.070.
general school fund, school patrol uniforms, traffic signs
and signals, insurance for, may be paid from: RCW
46.61.385.
permanent common school fund
applied exclusively to common schools: State Constitution
Art. 9 s 2.
apportionment by special act forbidden: State Constitution
Art. 2 s 28(7).
banks and trust companies, liquidation and winding up
dividends unclaimed deposited in: RCW 30A.44.150,
30A.44.180.
personal property, proceeds deposited in: RCW
30A.44.220.
enlargement of, legislature may provide: State
Constitution Art. 9 s 3.
escheated estates deposited in: RCW 11.08.160.
game and game fish lands, payments to in lieu of property
taxes: RCW 77.12.201.
game and game fish lands, withdrawn from lease, payment of
amount of lease into: RCW 77.12.360.
income from, to be applied to common schools: State
Constitution Art. 9 s 2.
interest in deposited in current state school fund, used
for current expenses: State Constitution Art. 9 s 3.
investment generally: State Constitution Art. 16 s 5.
losses occasioned by default, fraud, etc., to become
permanent debt against state: State Constitution Art. 9
s 5.
permanent and irreducible: State Constitution Art. 9 s 3.
safe deposit box contents, unclaimed after liquidation and
winding up of bank or trust company, proceeds from sale
deposited in: RCW 30A.44.220.
sources of: State Constitution Art. 9 s 3.
state land
acquired, lease and sale of, disposition of proceeds:
RCW 79.10.030.
withdrawn for game purposes, payment of amount of lease
into: RCW 77.12.360.
school fund, fines and forfeitures paid into: RCW 4.24.180.

Garnishment: Chapter 6.27 RCW.

Hearing, reports of deaf, mute, or blind youths in districts: RCW
72.40.060.

High school athletic eligibility, penalty for violating: RCW
67.04.140.
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High schools included in public school system: State Constitution Art.
9 s 2.

Hospitalization and medical aid for public employees and dependents—
Premiums, governmental contributions authorized: RCW 41.04.180.

Indebtedness

authority to contract: State Constitution Art. 8 s 6
(Amendment 27).

bankruptcy readjustment and relief from debts: Chapter 39.64
RCW.

computation of indebtedness: RCW 39.36.030.

exceeding limitations upon, capital outlays: State
Constitution Art. 8 s 6 (Amendment 27).

limitation on levies: State Constitution Art. 7 s 2
(Amendment 59), RCW 84.52.050.

limitations upon
contracts made in violation of void: RCW 39.36.040.
definitions: RCW 39.36.010.
exceeding limitations, capital outlays: RCW 39.36.020.
liabilities incurred in violation void: RCW 39.36.040.
limitations prescribed: State Constitution Art. 8 s 6

(Amendment 27), RCW 39.36.020.

Intoxicating liquor, retail licenses, proximity limitations: RCW
66.24.010.

Labor relations consultants: RCW 43.09.230.

Lands

adverse possession against: RCW 7.28.090.

defined: RCW 79.02.010.

eminent domain
by cities against: RCW 8.12.030.
by corporations, service of notice: RCW 8.20.020.
by railroads and canal companies against: RCW 81.36.010.
by school districts: Chapter 8.16 RCW.
by state, service of notice: RCW 8.04.020.

parks and recreation commission, relinquishment of control
over school lands: RCW 79A.05.175.

sale of
educational lands, board of natural resources to fix

value: RCW 79.11.080.
generally: State Constitution Art. 16 ss 2-4.
school district purchases of, maximum and minimum areas,
preference right to purchase: RCW 79.11.010.

sale or lease of land and valuable materials, supervision
and control of natural resources department over: RCW
79.11.020.

state lands, included in: RCW 79.02.010.

state parks and recreation, relinquishment of control over
state lands: RCwW 79A.05.175.

Legal adviser, prosecuting attorney as: RCW 36.27.020(2), (3).

Libraries, contracts for library service: RCW 27.12.180.
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Medical schools, requisites for accreditation and approval: RCW
18.71.055.

Meetings, minutes of governmental bodies: RCW 42.30.035.

Motor vehicles, speed regulations when passing public school or
playground cross walk: RCW 46.61.440.

Open to all children of state: State Constitution Art. 9 s 1, Art. 26
s 4.

Parental responsibility for children with disabilities: Chapter 26.40
RCWI.

Parental schools personnel: RCW 72.05.310.
Parks and recreation
authority to acquire and operate: RCW 67.20.010.
parks, beaches and camps, authority generally: Chapter 67.20
RCI.
Periodicals, purchase of, manner of payment: RCW 42.24.035.

Port and other district dissolution, disposal of funds: RCW 53.48.050,
53.49.010, 53.49.020.

Printing
contracts for outside state work, labor requirements: RCW
43.19.754.
must be done within state, exception: RCW 43.19.748,
43.19.751.

Public bodies may retain collection agencies to collect public debts—
Fees: RCW 19.16.500.

Public employment—Evidence of educational competence: RCW 41.04.015.
Public lands: Title 79 RCW.
Public libraries: Chapter 27.12 RCW.
Public school system, what included in: State Constitution Art. 9 s 2.
Public utility districts and operating agencies
construction projects causing burden to school districts,
reimbursement of districts: Chapter 54.36 RCW.
privilege tax for school districts: RCW 54.28.080,
54.28.090.

Pupils, residence or absence does not affect right to vote: State
Constitution Art. 6 s 4.

Purchases, periodicals, postage, manner of payment: RCW 42.24.035.
Religion, control of schools by, free from: State Constitution Art. 9

s 4, Art. 26 s 4.
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Savings and loan associations, school savings accounts, priority in
liquidation distribution: RCW 33.40.050.

School directors' association to furnish information to legislature
and governor: RCW 44.04.170.

School districts
clerks
agent to receive service of summons: RCW 4.28.080.
deaf, mute, or blind youth in district, report of: RCW
72.40.060.
contracts, indebtedness limitations, contracts made in
violation of void: RCW 39.36.040.
fiscal year defined: RCW 1.16.030.
indebtedness
computation of indebtedness: RCW 39.36.030.
exceeding limitations upon, capital outlays: State
Constitution Art. 8 s 6 (Amendment 27).
limitation on levies: State Constitution Art. 7 s 2
(Amendment 59), RCW 84.52.050.
limitations upon
contracts made in violation of void: RCW 39.36.040.
definitions: RCW 39.36.010.
exceeding limitations, capital outlays: RCW 39.36.020.
liabilities incurred in violation void: RCW 39.36.040.
limitations prescribed: State Constitution Art. 8 s 6
(Amendment 27), RCW 39.36.020.
printing must be done within state: RCW 43.19.748.
service of summons to, personal service: RCW 4.28.080.
teachers' retirement system, employer reports: RCW
41.50.230.

School patrol: RCW 46.61.385.

Sectarian control, free from: State Constitution Art. 9 s 4.
State otologists, duties of: RCW 70.50.010, 70.50.020.

State school for blind: Chapter 72.40 RCW.

State school for deaf: Chapter 72.40 RCW.

State toxicological laboratories: RCW 68.50.107.
Superintendents, duties: State Constitution Art. 3 s 22.

System of schools to be established by state: State Constitution Art.
9 s 2.

Taxation, property taxes, exemptions: State Constitution Art. 7 s 1
(Amendment 14).

Taxing district relief act: Chapter 39.64 RCW.

Teachers' retirement and pensions: Chapter 41.32 RCW.
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Technical schools, included in public school system: State
Constitution Art. 9 s 2.

Traffic school of city or town and county: Chapter 46.83 RCW.

Transportation
school buses

automated traffic safety cameras: RCW 46.63.180.

crossing arms: RCW 46.37.620.

defined for motor vehicle law: RCW 46.04.521.

design, marking and mode of operation, motor vehicle
regulations: RCW 46.61.380.

highway-railroad grade crossings, to stop at: RCW
46.61.350.

lighting and safety devices: RCW 46.37.290.

seat and load capacity fees, exempt from: RCW
46.16A.455(7).

signal lamps, displaying alternately flashing red lights,
to have: RCW 46.37.190.

special lighting equipment on: RCW 46.37.290.

stop signals and flasher signal lamps: RCW 46.61.370(1).

stopped school bus, vehicle must stop on approaching: RCW
46.61.370(1).

vehicle license and plates, inspection requisite: RCW
46.16A.170.

special warning equipment and lighting regulated by the
Washington state patrol: RCW 46.37.290.

Warrants
interest rate: RCW 39.56.020.
rate fixed by issuing officer: RCW 39.56.030.

Year, fiscal year defined: RCW 1.16.030.

Certified on 7/12/2024 Title 28A RCW Page 9



Sections

28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.

28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.

28A.

28A.
28A.

28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.
28A.

28A.

28A.

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 28A.150 RCW Page 1

150.
150.
150.
150.
150.
150.

150.
150.
.200
.203
.205
.210
211
.220

150
150
150
150
150
150

150.
.230
.240

150
150

150

150

150
150

150

150

150

150

150

150.
150.

150.

010
020
050
070
080
100

198
1981

222

.250

.260

.265
.270

.275

.276

.280

.290

.295

300
305

310

Chapter 28A.150 RCW
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Public schools.

Common schools.

School holidays.

General public school system—Administration.

Superintendent of the school district.

Basic education certificated instructional staff—
Definition—Ratio to students.

Finding—Intent—2009 c 548.

Intent—2009 c 548.

Program of basic education.

Definitions.

Instructional hours.

Basic education—Goals of school districts.

Values and traits recognized.

Basic education—Minimum instructional requirements—
Program accessibility—Rules.

School days per year waiver.

District school directors' responsibilities.

Certificated teaching and administrative staff as
accountable for classroom teaching—Scope—
Responsibilities—Penalty.

Annual basic education allocation—Full funding—
Withholding of funds for noncompliance.

Allocation of state funding to support instructional
program of basic education—Distribution formula—
Per-pupil allocations reporting by the
superintendent of public instruction and in
legislative budget documents—Prototypical schools—
Enhancements and adjustments—Review and approval—
Enrollment calculation.

Career and technical education funding allocations.

Annual basic education allocation of funds according to

average FTE student enrollment—Procedure for
crediting portion for school building purposes.

Annual basic education allocation for students in
technical colleges.

Local revenues—Enrichment of program of basic
education—"Local revenues" defined.

Reimbursement for acquisition of approved
transportation equipment—Method.

State superintendent to make rules and regulations—
Unforeseen conditions or actions to be recognized—
Paperwork limited.

General public school system—Maintained.

Corporal punishment prohibited—Adoption of policy.

Alternative educational service providers—Student
eligibility.

National guard youth challenge program—Allocation of
funding—Rules.
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28A.
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28A.
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28A.

28A.

28A.

28A.
28A.

28A.

28A.

28A.

28A.

28A.

28A.
28A.

28A.

150.

150.
150.

150.
150.
150.
150.
150.

150.

150.

150.

150.

150.
150.

150.

150.

150.

150.

150.

150.
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150.

315

320
350

360
380
390
392
400

410

412

413

414

415
420

500

510

515

520

530

540
550

560

All-day kindergarten programs—Funding—Identification
of skills, knowledge, and characteristics—
Assessments.

Month of the kindergartner.

Part time students—Defined—Enrollment authorized—
Reimbursement for costs—Funding authority
recognition—Rules, regulations.

Adjustments to meet emergencies.

Appropriations by legislature.

Appropriations for special education programs.

Special education funding—Safety net awards—Rules—
District surveys and legislative report—Safety net
oversight committee—High-need students.

Apportionment factors to be based on current figures—
Rules and regulations.

Basic education certificated instructional staff—
Salary allocation methodology—Adjustments for
regional differences—Review and rebasing of
regionalization factors.

Basic education compensation allocations—Rebase and
review—Revision of minimum allocations and
regionalization factors—Regionalization factors—
Definitions.

Finding—Local levy authority—TLocal effort assistance—
Value—Restriction.

Locally determined compensation plans for certificated
instructional staff—Model salary grid—Stakeholder
technical working group.

Professional learning days—Funding.

Reimbursement for classes provided outside regular
school year.

Educational agencies offering vocational education
programs—Local advisory committees—Advice on
current job needs.

Transmittal of education records—Disclosure of
education records—Data-sharing agreements.

High school directory information—Transmittal to the
office of the superintendent of public instruction.

High-performance public buildings—Compliance with
requirements.

High-performance public buildings—Implementation rules
—FEnergy conservation report review.

Condensed compliance reports—Second-class districts.

Statewide indicators of educational system health—
Disaggregation—Use of indicators—Status reports.

Special education—Allocation and cost accounting
methodology—Annual accounting to legislature.

RCW 28A.150.010 Public schools. Public schools means the common

schools

charter

schools
college

as referred to in Article IX of the state Constitution,
schools established under chapter 28A.710 RCW, and those
and institutions of learning having a curriculum below the
or university level as now or may be established by law and

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 28A.150 RCW Page 2



maintained at public expense. [2016 ¢ 241 s 131. Prior: 2013 c 2 s
301 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012); 1969
ex.s. c 223 s 28A.01.055; (2004 c 22 s 24, Referendum Measure No. 55
failed to become law). Formerly RCW 28A.01.055.]

Effective date—2016 c 241: See RCW 28A.710.901.

RCW 28A.150.020 Common schools. "Common schools" means schools
maintained at public expense in each school district and carrying on a
program from kindergarten through the twelfth grade or any part
thereof including vocational educational courses otherwise permitted
by law. [1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.01.060. Prior: 1909 c 97 p 261 s 1,
part; RRS s 4680, part; prior: 1897 ¢ 118 s 64, part; 1890 p 371 s 44,
part. Formerly RCW 28A.01.060, 28.58.190, part, 28.01.060.]

RCW 28A.150.050 School holidays. (1) All of the state legal
holidays set forth in RCW 1.16.050(1) are also school holidays and
school may not be taught on these days.

(2) No reduction from a teacher's time or salary may be made by
reason of the fact that a school day happens to be one of the days
referred to in this section as a day on which school is not taught.
[2022 ¢ 198 s 2; 2014 c 177 s 3; 1989 ¢ 233 s 11; 1985 c 189 s 2; 1984
c 92 s 1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 24 s 2; 1973 ¢ 32 s 1; 1969 ex.s. c 283
s 13. Prior: 1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.02.060; prior: 1955 ¢ 20 s 2; 1909
c 97 p 308 s 6; RRS s 4853. Formerly RCW 28A.02.061, 28A.02.060,
28.02.060.]

Finding—Intent—2022 ¢ 198: "In 2021, the state enacted House
Bill No. 1016 to declare Juneteenth a state legal holiday. The
legislature finds that there is ambiguity about whether Juneteenth is
also a school holiday as a result of that act. The legislature intends
to clarify that Juneteenth, like all other state legal holidays, is a
school holiday on which school may not be taught." [2022 ¢ 198 s 1.]

Effective date—2022 ¢ 198: "This act takes effect July 1, 2022."
[2022 ¢ 198 s 3.]

Findings—Intent—2014 c 177: See note following RCW 1.16.050.

Severability—1969 ex.s. c 283: "If any provision of this 1969
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1969
ex.s. ¢ 283 s 59.]

"Legal holidays'": RCwW 1.16.050.

RCW 28A.150.070 General public school system—Administration.
The administration of the public school system shall be entrusted to
such state and local officials, boards, and committees as the state
Constitution and the laws of the state shall provide. [1969 ex.s. C
223 s 28A.02.020. Prior: 1909 ¢ 97 p 230 s 2; RRS s 4519; prior: 1897
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c 118 s 19; 1890 p 348 s 2; Code 1881 ss 3154, 3155; 1861 p 55 s 1.
Formerly RCW 28A.02.020, 28.02.020.]

RCW 28A.150.080 Superintendent of the school district.
"Superintendent of the school district", if there be no such
superintendent, shall mean such other administrative or certificated
employee as the school district board of directors shall so designate.
[1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.01.100. Formerly RCW 28A.01.100.]

RCW 28A.150.100 Basic education certificated instructional staff
—Definition—Ratio to students. (1) For the purposes of this section
and RCW 28A.150.410 and 28A.400.200, "basic education certificated
instructional staff" means all full-time equivalent classroom
teachers, teacher-librarians, counselors, certificated student health
services staff, and other certificated instructional staff in the
following programs as defined for statewide school district accounting
purposes: Basic education, secondary vocational education, general
instructional support, and general supportive services.

(2) Each school district shall maintain a ratio of at least 46
basic education certificated instructional staff to 1,000 annual
average full-time equivalent students. This requirement does not apply
to that portion of a district's annual average full-time equivalent
enrollment that is enrolled in alternative learning experience courses
as defined in RCW 28A.232.010. [2022 ¢ 109 s 6; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 s
512; 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 10; 2010 ¢ 236 s 13; 1990 ¢ 33 s 103; 1987
1st ex.s. ¢ 2 s 203. Formerly RCW 28A.41.110.]

Effective date—2022 ¢ 109 ss 3, 6, and 7: See note following RCW
28A.150.260.

Intent—2022 ¢ 109: See note following RCW 28A.300.476.

Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety—
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022.

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 ss 9 and 10: See note
following RCW 28A.150.260.

Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 34: See RCW 28A.232.005.

Effective date—2010 ¢ 236 ss 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14: See
note following RCW 28A.150.260.

Intent—Severability—Effective date—1987 1lst ex.s. c 2: See
notes following RCW 84.52.0531.

RCW 28A.150.198 Finding—Intent—2009 ¢ 548. (1) Public
education in Washington state has evolved since the enactment of the
Washington basic education act of 1977. Decisions by the courts have
played a part in this evolution, as have studies and research about
education practices and education funding. The legislature finds ample
evidence of a need for continuing to refine the program of basic
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education that is funded by the state and delivered by school
districts.

(2) The legislature reaffirms the work of Washington Learns and
other educational task forces that have been convened over the past
four years and their recommendations to make bold reforms to the
entire educational system in order to educate all students to a higher
level; to focus on the individualized instructional needs of students;
to strive towards closing the achievement gap and reducing dropout
rates; and to prepare students for a constantly evolving workforce and
increasingly demanding global economy. In enacting this legislation
[act], the legislature intends to continue to review, evaluate, and
revise the definition and funding of basic education in order to
continue to fulfill the state obligation under Article IX of the state
Constitution. The legislature also intends to continue to strengthen
and modify the structure of the entire K-12 educational system,
including nonbasic education programmatic elements, in order to build
the capacity to anticipate and support potential future enhancements
to basic education as the educational needs of our citizens continue
to evolve.

(3) The legislature recognizes that the first step in revising
the definition and funding of basic education is to create a
transparent funding system for both allocations and expenditures so
that not only policymakers and educators understand how the state
supports basic education but also taxpayers. An adequate data system
that enables the legislature to make rational, data-driven decisions
on which educational programs impact student learning in order to more
effectively and efficiently deliver the resources necessary to provide
an ample program of basic education is also a necessity. A new
prototypical funding system will allow the legislature to better
understand how current resources are being used. A more complete and
accurate educational data system will allow the legislature to
understand whether current basic education programs are supporting
student learning. Only with both of these systems in place can the
legislature make informed decisions on how to best implement a dynamic
and evolving system of basic education.

(4) For practical and educational reasons, major changes of the
program of basic education and the funding formulas to support it
cannot occur instantaneously. The legislature intends to build upon
the previous efforts of the legislature and the basic education task
force in order to develop a realistic implementation strategy for a
new instructional program after technical experts develop the details
of the prototypical schools funding formulas and the data and
reporting system that will support a new instructional program. The
legislature also intends to establish a formal structure for
monitoring the implementation by the legislature of an evolving
program of basic education and the financing necessary to support such
a program. The legislature intends that the redefined program of basic
education and funding for the program be fully implemented by 2018.

(5) It is the further intent of the legislature to also address
additional issues that are of importance to the legislature but are
not part of basic education. [2009 ¢ 548 s 1.]

Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
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RCW 28A.150.1981 1Intent—2009 c 548. It is the intent of the
legislature that specified policies and allocation formulas adopted
under this chapter will constitute the legislature's definition of
basic education under Article IX of the state Constitution once fully
implemented. The legislature intends, however, to continue to review
and revise the formulas and schedules and may make additional
revisions, including revisions for technical purposes and consistency
in the event of mathematical or other technical errors. [2017 3rd
sp.s. ¢ 13 s 413; 2009 c 548 s 2.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

RCW 28A.150.200 Program of basic education. (1) The program of
basic education established under this chapter is deemed by the
legislature to comply with the requirements of Article IX, section 1
of the state Constitution, which states that "It is the paramount duty
of the state to make ample provision for the education of all children
residing within its borders, without distinction or preference on
account of race, color, caste, or sex," and is adopted pursuant to
Article IX, section 2 of the state Constitution, which states that
"The legislature shall provide for a general and uniform system of
public schools."

(2) The legislature defines the program of basic education under
this chapter as that which is necessary to provide the opportunity to
develop the knowledge and skills necessary to meet the state-
established high school graduation requirements that are intended to
allow students to have the opportunity to graduate with a meaningful
diploma that prepares them for postsecondary education, gainful
employment, and citizenship. Basic education by necessity is an
evolving program of instruction intended to reflect the changing
educational opportunities that are needed to equip students for their
role as productive citizens and includes the following:

(a) The instructional program of basic education the minimum
components of which are described in RCW 28A.150.220;

(b) The program of education provided by chapter 28A.190 RCW for
students in residential schools as defined by RCW 28A.190.005 and for
juveniles in detention facilities as identified by RCW 28A.190.010;

(c) The program of education provided by chapter 28A.193 RCW for
individuals under the age of eighteen who are incarcerated in adult
correctional facilities;

(d) Transportation and transportation services to and from school
for eligible students as provided under RCW 28A.160.150 through
28A.160.180; and

(e) Statewide salary allocations necessary to hire and retain
qualified staff for the state's statutory program of basic education.
[2021 ¢ 164 s 2; 2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13 s 401; 2009 c 548 s 101; 1990 c
33 s 104; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 359 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.58.750.]

Findings—Intent—2021 c 164: See note following RCW 28A.190.005.

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: "Sections 401
through 413 of this act are necessary for the immediate preservation
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of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and take effect
September 1, 2017."™ [2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 414.]

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: "Sections 101
through 110 and 701 through 710 of this act take effect September 1,
2011."™ [2009 c 548 s 804.]

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Effective date—1977 ex.s. ¢ 359: "This 1977 amendatory act shall
take effect September 1, 1978." [1977 ex.s. c 359 s 22.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 359: "If any provision of this 1977
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1977
ex.s. ¢ 359 s 21.]

RCW 28A.150.203 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires
otherwise.

(1) "Basic education goal" means the student learning goals and
the student knowledge and skills described under RCW 28A.150.210.
(2) "Certificated administrative staff" means all those persons

who are chief executive officers, chief administrative officers,
confidential employees, supervisors, principals, or assistant
principals within the meaning of RCW 41.59.020(4).

(3) "Certificated employee" as used in this chapter and RCW
28A.195.010, 28A.405.100, 28A.405.210, 28A.405.240, 28A.405.250,
28A.405.300 through 28A.405.380, and chapter 41.59 RCW, means those
persons who hold certificates as authorized by rule of the Washington
professional educator standards board.

(4) "Certificated instructional staff" means those persons
employed by a school district who are nonsupervisory certificated
employees within the meaning of RCW 41.59.020(8), except for
paraeducators.

(5) "Class size" means an instructional grouping of students
where, on average, the ratio of students to teacher is the number
specified.

(6) "Classified employee" means a person who is employed as a
paraeducator and a person who does not hold a professional education
certificate or is employed in a position that does not require such a
certificate.

(7) "Classroom teacher" means a person who holds a professional
education certificate and is employed in a position for which such
certificate is required whose primary duty is the daily educational
instruction of students. In exceptional cases, people of unusual
competence but without certification may teach students so long as a
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certificated person exercises general supervision, but the hiring of

such classified employees shall not occur during a labor dispute, and
such classified employees shall not be hired to replace certificated

employees during a labor dispute.

(8) "Instructional program of basic education" means the minimum
program required to be provided by school districts and includes
instructional hour requirements and other components under RCW
28A.150.220.

(9) "Program of basic education" means the overall program under
RCW 28A.150.200 and deemed by the legislature to comply with the
requirements of Article IX, section 1 of the state Constitution.

(10) "School day" means each day of the school year on which
pupils enrolled in the common schools of a school district are engaged
in academic and career and technical instruction planned by and under
the direction of the school.

(11) "School year" includes the minimum number of school days
required under RCW 28A.150.220 and begins on the first day of
September and ends with the last day of August, except that any school
district may elect to commence the annual school term in the month of
August of any calendar year and in such case the operation of a school
district for such period in August shall be credited by the
superintendent of public instruction to the succeeding school year for
the purpose of the allocation and distribution of state funds for the
support of such school district.

(12) "Teacher planning period" means a period of a school day as
determined by the administration and board of directors of the
district that may be used by teachers for instruction-related
activities including but not limited to preparing instructional
materials; reviewing student performance; recording student data;
consulting with other teachers, instructional assistants, mentors,
instructional coaches, administrators, and parents; or participating
in professional development. [2017 ¢ 237 s 15; 2009 c 548 s 102.]

Effective date—2009 ¢ 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

RCW 28A.150.205 Instructional hours. Unless the context clearly
requires otherwise, the definition in this section applies throughout
RCW 28A.150.200 through 28A.150.295.

(1) "Instructional hours" means those hours students are provided
the opportunity to engage in educational activity planned by and under
the direction of school district staff, as directed by the
administration and board of directors of the district, inclusive of
intermissions for class changes, recess, and teacher/parent-guardian
conferences that are planned and scheduled by the district for the
purpose of discussing students' educational needs or progress, and
exclusive of time actually spent for meals.

(2) (a) If students are provided the opportunity to engage in
educational activity that is part of the regular instructional program
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concurrently with the consumption of breakfast, the period of time
designated for student participation in breakfast after the bell, as
defined in RCW 28A.235.200, must be considered instructional hours.

(b) Breakfast after the bell programs, as defined in RCW
28A.235.200, including the provision of breakfast, are not considered
part of the definition or funding of the program of basic education
under Article IX of the state Constitution. [2018 ¢ 8 s 5; 1992 ¢ 141
s 502.]

Findings—Intent—Short title—2018 c 8: See notes following RCW
28A.235.210.

Contingent effective date—1992 ¢ 141 ss 502-504, 506, and 507:
"Sections 502 through 504, 506, and 507 of this act shall take effect
September 1, 2000. However, these sections shall not take effect if,
by September 1, 2000, a law is enacted stating that a school
accountability and academic assessment system is not in place." [1993
c 336 s 1202; 1992 ¢ 141 s 509.] That law was not enacted by
September 1, 2000.

Findings—Part headings—Severability—1992 c 141: See notes
following RCW 28A.410.040.

RCW 28A.150.210 Basic education—Goals of school districts. A
basic education is an evolving program of instruction that is intended
to provide students with the opportunity to become responsible and
respectful global citizens, to contribute to their economic well-being
and that of their families and communities, to explore and understand
different perspectives, and to enjoy productive and satisfying lives.
Additionally, the state of Washington intends to provide for a public
school system that is able to evolve and adapt in order to better
focus on strengthening the educational achievement of all students,
which includes high expectations for all students and gives all
students the opportunity to achieve personal and academic success. To
these ends, the goals of each school district, with the involvement of
parents and community members, shall be to provide opportunities for
every student to develop the knowledge and skills essential to:

(1) Read with comprehension, write effectively, and communicate
successfully in a variety of ways and settings and with a variety of
audiences;

(2) Know and apply the core concepts and principles of
mathematics; social, physical, and life sciences; civics and history,
including different cultures and participation in representative
government; geography; arts; and health and fitness;

(3) Think analytically, logically, and creatively, and to
integrate technology literacy and fluency as well as different
experiences and knowledge to form reasoned judgments and solve
problems; and

(4) Understand the importance of work and finance and how
performance, effort, and decisions directly affect future career and
educational opportunities. [2011 ¢ 280 s 2; 2009 c 548 s 103; 2007 c
400 s 1; 1993 ¢ 336 s 101; (1992 c 141 s 501 repealed by 1993 c 336 s
1203); 1977 ex.s. ¢ 359 s 2. Formerly RCW 28A.58.752.]
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Finding—2011 c 280: "The legislature finds that technology can
be effectively integrated into other K-12 core subjects that students
are expected to know and be able to do. Integration of knowledge and
skills in technology literacy and fluency into other subjects will
engage and motivate students to explore high-demand careers, such as
engineering, mathematics, computer science, communication, art,
entrepreneurship, and others; fields in which skilled individuals will
create the new ideas, new products, and new industries of the future;
and fields that demand the collaborative information skills and
technological fluency of digital citizenship." [2011 c 280 s 1.]

Effective date—2011 c 280: "This act takes effect September 1,
2011."™ [2011 ¢ 280 s 3.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Captions not 1aw—2007 c 400: "Captions used in this act are not
any part of the law." [2007 c 400 s 9.]

Findings—Intent—1993 ¢ 336: "The legislature finds that student
achievement in Washington must be improved to keep pace with societal
changes, changes in the workplace, and an increasingly competitive
international economy.

To increase student achievement, the legislature finds that the
state of Washington needs to develop a public school system that
focuses more on the educational performance of students, that includes
high expectations for all students, and that provides more flexibility
for school boards and educators in how instruction is provided.

The legislature further finds that improving student achievement
will require:

(1) Establishing what is expected of students, with standards set
at internationally competitive levels;

(2) Parents to be primary partners in the education of their
children, and to play a significantly greater role in local school
decision making;

(3) Students taking more responsibility for their education;

(4) Time and resources for educators to collaboratively develop
and implement strategies for improved student learning;

(5) Making instructional programs more relevant to students'
future plans;

(6) All parties responsible for education to focus more on what
is best for students; and

(7) An educational environment that fosters mutually respectful
interactions in an atmosphere of collaboration and cooperation.

It is the intent of the legislature to provide students the
opportunity to achieve at significantly higher levels, and to provide
alternative or additional instructional opportunities to help students
who are having difficulty meeting the essential academic learning
requirements in RCW 28A.630.885.

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 28A.150 RCW Page 10



It is also the intent of the legislature that students who have
met or exceeded the essential academic learning requirements be
provided with alternative or additional instructional opportunities to
help advance their educational experience.

The provisions of chapter 336, Laws of 1993 shall not be
construed to change current state requirements for students who
receive home-based instruction under chapter 28A.200 RCW, or for
students who attend state-approved private schools under chapter
28A.195 RCW."™ [1993 c 336 s 1.]

Effective date—1993 ¢ 336 s 101: "Section 101 of this act shall
take effect September 1, 1994." [1993 ¢ 336 s 102.]

Findings—1993 ¢ 336: " (1) The legislature finds that preparing
students to make successful transitions from school to work helps
promote educational, career, and personal success for all students.

(2) A successful school experience should prepare students to
make informed career direction decisions at critical points in their
educational progress. Schools that demonstrate the relevancy and
practical application of coursework will expose students to a broad
range of interrelated career and educational opportunities and will
expand students' posthigh school options.

(3) The school-to-work transitions program, under chapter 335,
Laws of 1993, is intended to help secondary schools develop model
programs for school-to-work transitions. The purposes of the model
programs are to provide incentives for selected schools to:

(a) Integrate vocational and academic instruction into a single
curriculum;

(b) Provide each student with a choice of multiple, flexible
educational pathways based on the student's career interest areas;

(c) Emphasize increased vocational and academic guidance and
counseling for students;

(d) Foster partnerships with local employers and employees to
incorporate work sites as part of work-based learning experiences;

(e) Encourage collaboration among middle or junior high schools
and secondary schools in developing successful transition programs and
to encourage articulation agreements between secondary schools and
community and technical colleges.

(4) The legislature further finds that successful implementation
of the school-to-work transitions program is an important part of
achieving the purposes of chapter 336, Laws of 1993."™ [1993 c 336 s
601.]

Part headings not 1aw—1993 c 336: "Part headings as used in this
act constitute no part of the law." [1993 c 336 s 1204.]

Findings—Part headings—Severability—1992 c 141: See notes
following RCW 28A.410.040.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

RCW 28A.150.211 Values and traits recognized. The legislature
also recognizes that certain basic values and character traits are
essential to individual liberty, fulfillment, and happiness. However,
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these values and traits are not intended to be assessed or be
standards for graduation. The legislature intends that local
communities have the responsibility for determining how these values
and character traits are learned as determined by consensus at the
local level. These values and traits include the importance of:

1) Honesty, integrity, and trust;

Respect for self and others;

Responsibility for personal actions and commitments;
Self-discipline and moderation;

Diligence and a positive work ethic;

Respect for law and authority;

Healthy and positive behavior; and

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
( Family as the basis of society. [1994 ¢ 245 s 10.]

O Joy Ul WN
—_——— — — — —

Effective date—1994 ¢ 245 s 10: "Section 10 of this act shall
take effect September 1, 1994." [1994 c 245 s 15.]

RCW 28A.150.220 Basic education—Minimum instructional
requirements—Program accessibility—Rules. (1) In order for students
to have the opportunity to develop the basic education knowledge and
skills under RCW 28A.150.210, school districts must provide
instruction of sufficient quantity and quality and give students the
opportunity to complete graduation requirements that are intended to
prepare them for postsecondary education, gainful employment, and
citizenship. The program established under this section shall be the
minimum instructional program of basic education offered by school
districts.

(2) Each school district shall make available to students the
following minimum instructional offering each school year:

(a) For students enrolled in grades one through 12, at least a
district-wide annual average of 1,000 hours, which shall be increased
beginning in the 2015-16 school year to at least 1,080 instructional
hours for students enrolled in grades nine through 12 and at least
1,000 instructional hours for students in grades one through eight,
all of which may be calculated by a school district using a district-
wide annual average of instructional hours over grades one through 12;
and

(b) For students enrolled in kindergarten, at least 450
instructional hours, which shall be increased to at least 1,000
instructional hours according to the implementation schedule under RCW
28A.150.315.

(3) The instructional program of basic education provided by each
school district shall include:

(a) Instruction in the state learning standards under RCW
28A.655.070;

(b) Instruction that provides students the opportunity to
complete 24 credits for high school graduation. Course distribution
requirements may be established by the state board of education under
RCW 28A.230.090;

(c) If the state learning standards include a requirement of
languages other than English, the requirement may be met by students
receiving instruction in one or more American Indian languages;

(d) Supplemental instruction and services for students who are
not meeting academic standards through the learning assistance program
under RCW 28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065;
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(e) Supplemental instruction and services for eligible and
enrolled students and exited students whose primary language is other
than English through the transitional bilingual instruction program
under RCW 28A.180.010 through 28A.180.080;

(f) The opportunity for an appropriate education at public
expense as defined by RCW 28A.155.020 for all eligible students with
disabilities as defined in RCW 28A.155.020; and

(g) Programs for highly capable students under RCW 28A.185.010
through 28A.185.030.

(4) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to
require individual students to attend school for any particular number
of hours per day or to take any particular courses.

(5) (a) Each school district's kindergarten through 12th grade
basic educational program shall be accessible to all students who are
five years of age, as provided by RCW 28A.225.160, and less than 21
years of age and shall consist of a minimum of 180 school days per
school year in such grades as are conducted by a school district, and
180 half-days of instruction, or equivalent, in kindergarten, to be
increased to a minimum of 180 school days per school year according to
the implementation schedule under RCW 28A.150.315.

(b) Schools administering the Washington kindergarten inventory
of developing skills may use up to three school days at the beginning
of the school year to meet with parents and families as required in
the parent involvement component of the inventory.

(c) In the case of students who are graduating from high school,
a school district may schedule the last five school days of the 180-
day school year for noninstructional purposes including, but not
limited to, the observance of graduation and early release from school
upon the request of a student. All such students may be claimed as a
full-time equivalent student to the extent they could otherwise have
been so claimed for the purposes of RCW 28A.150.250 and 28A.150.260.
Any hours scheduled by a school district for noninstructional purposes
during the last five school days for such students shall count toward
the instructional hours requirement in subsection (2) (a) of this
section.

(6) Subject to RCW 28A.150.276, nothing in this section precludes
a school district from enriching the instructional program of basic
education, such as offering additional instruction or providing
additional services, programs, or activities that the school district
determines to be appropriate for the education of the school
district's students.

(7) The state board of education shall adopt rules to implement
and ensure compliance with the program requirements imposed by this
section, RCW 28A.150.250 and 28A.150.260, and such related
supplemental program approval requirements as the state board may
establish. [2024 ¢ 66 s 10; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 506; 2014 c 217 s
201; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9 s 2; 2013 c 323 s 2; 2011 1st sp.s. c 27 s 1;
2009 ¢ 548 s 104; 1993 ¢ 371 s 2; (1995 ¢ 77 s 1 and 1993 ¢ 371 s 1
expired September 1, 2000); 1992 c 141 s 503; 1990 c 33 s 105; 1982 c¢
158 s 1; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 250 s 1; 1977 ex.s. c 359 s 3. Formerly RCW
28A.58.754.]

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.
Finding—Intent—2014 ¢ 217: "The legislature recognizes that

preparing students to be successful in postsecondary education,
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gainful employment, and citizenship requires increased rigor and
achievement, including attaining a meaningful high school diploma with
the opportunity to earn twenty-four credits. The legislature finds
that an investment was made in the 2013-2015 omnibus appropriations
act to implement an increase in instructional hours in the 2014-15
school year. School districts informed the legislature that the
funding as provided in the 2013-2015 omnibus appropriations act would
result in only a few minutes being added onto each class period and
would not result in a meaningful increase in instruction that would
have the positive impact on student learning that the legislature
expects. The school districts suggested that it would be a better
educational policy to use the funds to implement the requirement of
twenty-four credits for high school graduation, which will result in a
meaningful increase of instructional hours. Based on input from school
districts across the state, the legislature recognizes the need to
provide flexibility for school districts to implement the increase in
instructional hours while still moving towards an increase in the high
school graduation requirements. Therefore, the legislature intends to
shift the focus and intent of the investments from compliance with the
minimum instructional hours offering to assisting school districts to
provide an opportunity for students to earn twenty-four credits for
high school graduation and obtain a meaningful diploma, beginning with
the graduating class of 2019, with the opportunity for school
districts to request a waiver for up to two years." [2014 c 217 s 1.]

Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9: "The legislature intends to fund a
plan to carry out the reforms enacted in chapter 548, Laws of 2009,
and chapter 236, Laws of 2010, and to make the statutory changes
necessary to support this plan.”" [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9 s 1.]

Effective dates—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9: " (1) Sections 2 through 4 of
this act are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health, or safety, or support of the state government and its
existing public institutions, and take effect September 1, 2013.

(2) Section 7 of this act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes
effect June 30, 2013.

(3) Sections 5, 6, and 8 of this act are necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and take effect immediately [June 30, 2013]." [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9 s
9.]

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. c 27 ss 1-3: "Sections 1 through 3
of this act take effect September 1, 2011." [2011 1st sp.s. c 27 s 8.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
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Contingent expiration date—1995 c¢ 77 s 1: "Section 1 of this act
shall expire September 1, 2000. However, section 1 of this act shall
not expire if, by September 1, 2000, a law is not enacted stating that
a school accountability and academic assessment system is not in
place." [1995 ¢ 77 s 32.] That law was not enacted by September 1,
2000.

Contingent effective date—1993 c 371 s 2: "Section 2 of this act
shall take effect September 1, 2000. However, section 2 of this act
shall not take effect if, by September 1, 2000, a law is enacted
stating that a school accountability and academic assessment system is
not in place." [1993 ¢ 371 s 5.] That law was not enacted by September
1, 2000.

Contingent effective date—1992 c 141 ss 502-504, 506, and 507:
See note following RCW 28A.150.205.

Findings—Part headings—Severability—1992 c 141: See notes
following RCW 28A.410.040.

Severability—1982 c 158: "If any provision of this amendatory
act or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid,
the remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1982 c 158 s 8.]

Effective date—1979 ex.s. c 250: "This amendatory act is
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,
and safety, the support of the state government and its existing
public institutions, and except as otherwise provided in subsection
(5) of section 1, and section 2 of this amendatory act, shall take
effect August 15, 1979." [1979 ex.s. c 250 s 10.]

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 250: "If any provision of this
amendatory act or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1979
ex.s. ¢ 250 s 11.]

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

RCW 28A.150.222 School days per year waiver. (1) In addition to
wailvers authorized under RCW 28A.300.750, the superintendent of public
instruction, in accordance with the criteria in subsection (2) of this
section and criteria adopted by the state board of education under
subsection (3) of this section, may grant waivers of the requirement
for a 180-day school year under RCW 28A.150.220 to school districts
that propose to operate one or more schools on a flexible calendar for
purposes of economy and efficiency as provided in this section. The
requirement under RCW 28A.150.220 that school districts offer minimum
instructional hours may not be waived.

(2) A school district seeking a waiver under this section must
submit an application to the superintendent of public instruction that
includes:
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(a) A proposed calendar for the school day and school year that
demonstrates how the instructional hour requirement will be
maintained;

(b) An explanation and estimate of the economies and efficiencies
to be gained from compressing the instructional hours into fewer than
180 days;

(c) An explanation of how monetary savings from the proposal will
be redirected to support student learning;

(d) A summary of comments received at one or more public hearings
on the proposal and how concerns will be addressed;

(e) An explanation of the impact on students who rely upon free
and reduced-price school child nutrition services and the impact on
the ability of the child nutrition program to operate an economically
independent program;

(f) An explanation of the impact on employees in education
support positions, including expected position and work hour
reductions, reductions in force, and the loss of work benefits or
eligibility for work benefits, and the ability to recruit and retain
employees in education support positions;

(g) An explanation of the impact on students whose parents work
during the missed school day; and

(h) Other information that the superintendent of public
instruction may request to assure that the proposed flexible calendar
will not adversely affect student learning.

(3) The state board of education shall adopt rules establishing
the criteria to evaluate waiver requests under this section. A waiver
may be effective for up to three years and may be renewed for
subsequent periods of three or fewer years. After each school year in
which a waiver has been granted under this section, the superintendent
of public instruction must analyze empirical evidence to determine
whether the reduction is affecting student learning. If the
superintendent of public instruction determines that student learning
is adversely affected, the school district must discontinue the
flexible calendar as soon as possible but not later than the beginning
of the next school year after the superintendent of public
instruction's determination.

(4) The superintendent of public instruction may grant waivers
authorized under this section to 30 or fewer school districts with
student populations of less than 1,000 students. [2024 ¢ 238 s 1;
2019 ¢ 274 s 1; 2018 ¢ 177 s 503.]

Effective date—2019 ¢ 274: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect immediately [May 7, 2019]1." [2019 c 274 s 2.]

Effective dates—2018 ¢ 177 ss 201, 202, 501-504, 507, and 701:
"(1l) Sections 201, 202, 501, 503, 504, and 701 of this act take effect
January 1, 2019.

(2) Sections 502 and 507 of this act take effect June 30, 2019."
[2018 ¢ 177 s 705.]

Finding—Intent—2018 c 177: See note following RCW 28A.305.905.
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RCW 28A.150.230 District school directors' responsibilities.

(1) It is the intent and purpose of this section to guarantee that
each common school district board of directors, whether or not acting
through its respective administrative staff, be held accountable for
the proper operation of their district to the local community and its
electorate. In accordance with the provisions of this title, as now or
hereafter amended, each common school district board of directors
shall be vested with the final responsibility for the setting of
policies ensuring quality in the content and extent of its educational
program and that such program provide students with the opportunity to
achieve those skills which are generally recognized as requisite to
learning.

(2) In conformance with the provisions of this title, as now or
hereafter amended, it shall be the responsibility of each common
school district board of directors to adopt policies to:

(a) Establish performance criteria and an evaluation process for
its superintendent, classified staff, certificated personnel,
including administrative staff, and for all programs constituting a
part of such district's curriculum. Each district shall report
annually to the superintendent of public instruction the following for
each employee group listed in this subsection (2) (a): (i) Evaluation
criteria and rubrics; (ii) a description of each rating; and (iii) the
number of staff in each rating;

(b) Determine the final assignment of staff, certificated or
classified, according to board enumerated classroom and program needs
and data, based upon a plan to ensure that the assignment policy: (i)
Supports the learning needs of all the students in the district; and
(ii) gives specific attention to high-need schools and classrooms;

(c) Provide information to the local community and its electorate
describing the school district's policies concerning hiring,
assigning, terminating, and evaluating staff, including the criteria
for evaluating teachers and principals;

(d) Determine the amount of instructional hours necessary for any
student to acquire a quality education in such district, in not less
than an amount otherwise required in RCW 28A.150.220, or rules of the
state board of education;

(e) Determine the allocation of staff time, whether certificated
or classified;

(f) Establish final curriculum standards consistent with law and
rules of the superintendent of public instruction, relevant to the
particular needs of district students or the unusual characteristics
of the district, and ensuring a quality education for each student in
the district; and

(g) Evaluate teaching materials, including text books, teaching
aids, handouts, or other printed material, upon complaint by parents,
guardians|[,] or custodians of students who consider dissemination of
such material to students objectionable in accordance with RCW
28A.320.235 and 28A.320.230. [2024 ¢ 316 s 4; 2010 c 235 s 201; 2006
c 263 s 201; 1994 ¢ 245 s 9; 1991 c 61 s 1; 1990 c 33 s 106; 1979
ex.s. ¢ 250 s 7; 1977 ex.s. c 359 s 18. Formerly RCW 28A.58.758.]

Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245.
Findings—Purpose—2006 c 263: "In 2005, the legislature

reconstituted the state board of education to refocus its purpose;
abolished the academic achievement and accountability commission; and
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assigned policy and rule-making authority for educator preparation and
certification to the professional educator standards board. The
purpose of this act is to address the remaining statutory
responsibilities of the state board of education held before 2005. The
legislature finds that some duties should be retained with the
reconstituted board; many duties should be transferred to other
agencies or organizations, primarily but not exclusively to the
superintendent of public instruction; and some duties should be
repealed. This act also corrects statutes to implement fully the
transfer of responsibilities authorized in 2005." [2006 c 263 s 1.]

Part headings not law—2006 c 263: "Part headings used in this
act are not any part of the law." [2006 ¢ 263 s 1001.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. c 250: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

RCW 28A.150.240 Certificated teaching and administrative staff
as accountable for classroom teaching—Scope—Responsibilities—
Penalty. (1) It is the intended purpose of this section to guarantee
that the certificated teaching and administrative staff in each common
school district be held accountable for the proper and efficient
conduct of classroom teaching in their school which will provide
students with the opportunity to achieve those skills which are
generally recognized as requisite to learning.

(2) In conformance with the other provisions of Title 28A RCW, it
shall be the responsibility of the certificated teaching and
administrative staff in each common school to:

(a) Implement the district's prescribed curriculum and enforce,
within their area of responsibility, the rules and regulations of the
school district, the state superintendent of public instruction, and
the state board of education, taking into due consideration individual
differences among students, and maintain and render appropriate
records and reports pertaining thereto.

(b) Maintain good order and discipline in their classrooms at all
times.

(c) Hold students to a strict accountability while in school for
any disorderly conduct while under their supervision.

(d) Require excuses from the parents, guardians, or custodians of
minor students in all cases of absence, late arrival to school, or
early dismissal.

(e) Give careful attention to the maintenance of a healthful
atmosphere in the classroom.

(f) Give careful attention to the safety of the student in the
classroom and report any doubtful or unsafe conditions to the building
administrator.

(g) Evaluate each student's educational growth and development
and make periodic reports thereon to parents, guardians, or custodians
and to school administrators.

Failure to carry out such requirements as set forth in subsection
(2) (a) through (g) above shall constitute sufficient cause for
discharge of any member of such teaching or administrative staff.
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[1979 ex.s. ¢ 250 s 5; 1977 ex.s. c 359 s 19. Formerly RCW
28A.58.760.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. c 250: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

RCW 28A.150.250 Annual basic education allocation—Full funding—
Withholding of funds for noncompliance. (1) From those funds made
available by the legislature for the current use of the common
schools, the superintendent of public instruction shall distribute
annually as provided in RCW 28A.510.250 to each school district of the
state operating a basic education instructional program approved by
the state board of education an amount based on the formulas provided
in RCW 28A.150.260, 28A.150.390, and 28A.150.392 which, when combined
with an appropriate portion of such locally available revenues, other
than receipts from federal forest revenues distributed to school
districts pursuant to RCW 28A.520.010 and 28A.520.020, as the
superintendent of public instruction may deem appropriate for
consideration in computing state equalization support, excluding
excess property tax levies, will constitute a basic education
allocation in dollars for each annual average full-time equivalent
student enrolled.

(2) The instructional program of basic education shall be
considered to be fully funded by those amounts of dollars appropriated
by the legislature pursuant to RCW 28A.150.260, 28A.150.390, and
28A.150.392 to fund those program requirements identified in RCW
28A.150.220 in accordance with the formula provided in RCW 28A.150.260
and those amounts of dollars appropriated by the legislature to fund
the salary requirements of RCW 28A.150.410.

(3) (a) If a school district's basic education program fails to
meet the basic education requirements enumerated in RCW 28A.150.260
and 28A.150.220, the state board of education may recommend to the
superintendent of public instruction that the superintendent withhold
state funds in whole or in part for the basic education allocation
until program compliance is assured. However, the state board of
education may waive this requirement in the event of substantial lack
of classroom space.

(b) If the state board of education recommends the withholding of
a school district's basic education allocation under this subsection,
the superintendent of public instruction may withhold the allocation
of state funds in whole or in part for support of the school district.
Written notice of the intent to withhold state funds, with reasons
stated for this action, shall be made to the school district by the
office of the superintendent of public instruction before any portion
of the state allocation is withheld. [2018 ¢ 177 s 601; 2009 c 548 s
105; 1990 ¢ 33 s 107; 1987 1st ex.s. c 2 s 201; 1986 c 144 s 1; 1983 c
3 s 30; 1982 ¢ 158 s 3; 1982 ¢ 158 s 2; 1980 ¢ 154 s 12; 1979 ex.s. cC
250 s 2; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 359 s 4; 1975 1st ex.s. c 211 s 1; 1973 2nd
ex.s. ¢ 4 s 1; 1973 1st ex.s. c 195 s 9; 1973 ¢c 46 s 2. See also 1973
lst ex.s. ¢ 195 ss 136, 137, 138 and 139. Prior: 1972 ex.s. c 124 s 1;
1972 ex.s. ¢ 105 s 2; 1971 ex.s. c 294 s 19; 1969 c 138 s 2; 1969
ex.s. Cc 223 s 28A.41.130; prior: 1967 ex.s. c 140 s 3; 1965 ex.s. c
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171 s 1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 154 s 2; prior: (i) 1949 c 212 s 1, part; 1945 c
141 s 4, part; 1923 ¢ 96 s 1, part; 1911 ¢ 118 s 1, part; 1909 c 97 p
312 ss 7-10, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 s 4940-4, part. (ii) 1949 c 212 s
2, part; 1945 c 141 s 5, part; 1909 ¢ 97 p 312 ss 7-10, part; Rem.
Supp. 1949 s 4940-5, part. Formerly RCW 28A.41.130, 28.41.130.]

Finding—Intent—2018 c 177: See note following RCW 28A.305.905.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Intent—Severability—Effective date—1987 1lst ex.s. c 2: See
notes following RCW 84.52.0531.

Effective date—1986 c 144: "Section 1 of this act shall be
effective September 1, 1987." [1986 c 144 s 2.]

Severability—1982 c 158: See note following RCW 28A.150.220.

Purpose—Effective dates—Savings—Disposition of certain funds—
Severability—1980 c 154: See notes following chapter 82.45 RCW
digest.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 250: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Emergency—Effective date—1973 2nd ex.s. c 4: See notes following
RCW 84.52.043.

Severability—Effective dates and termination dates—Construction
—1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 195: See notes following RCW 84.52.043.

Effective date—1972 ex.s. ¢ 124: "This 1972 amendatory act is
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health
and safety and the support of the state government and its existing
public institutions, and sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 11 shall take
effect immediately [February 25, 1972]; sections 1, 8, 9 and 10 hereof
shall take effect July 1, 1973; and section 5 hereof shall take effect
July 1, 1974." [1972 ex.s. c 124 s 12.]

Severability—1972 ex.s. c 124: "If any provision of this 1972
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1972
ex.s. ¢ 124 s 13.]
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Effective date—1972 ex.s. c 105: "This act except for section 4
will take effect July 1, 1973." [1972 ex.s. c 105 s 5.]

Severability—1972 ex.s. ¢ 105: "If any provision of this 1972
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1972
ex.s. ¢ 105 s 6.]

Distribution of forest reserve funds—As affects basic education
allocation: RCW 28A.520.020.

Program of basic education, RCW 28A.150.250 as part of: RCW
28A.150.200.

RCW 28A.150.260 Allocation of state funding to support
instructional program of basic education—Distribution formula—Per-
pupil allocations reporting by the superintendent of public
instruction and in legislative budget documents—Prototypical schools—
Enhancements and adjustments—Review and approval—Enrollment
calculation. (Effective until September 1, 2024.) The purpose of this
section is to provide for the allocation of state funding that the
legislature deems necessary to support school districts in offering
the minimum instructional program of basic education under RCW
28A.150.220. The allocation shall be determined as follows:

(1) The governor shall and the superintendent of public
instruction may recommend to the legislature a formula for the
distribution of a basic education instructional allocation for each
common school district.

(2) (a) The distribution formula under this section shall be for
allocation purposes only. Except as may be required under subsections
(4) (b) and (c), (5) (b), and (9) of this section, chapter 28A.155,
28A.165, 28A.180, or 28A.185 RCW, or federal laws and regulations,
nothing in this section requires school districts to use basic
education instructional funds to implement a particular instructional
approach or service. Nothing in this section requires school districts
to maintain a particular classroom teacher-to-student ratio or other
staff-to-student ratio or to use allocated funds to pay for particular
types or classifications of staff. Nothing in this section entitles an
individual teacher to a particular teacher planning period.

(b) To promote transparency in state funding allocations, the
superintendent of public instruction must report state per-pupil
allocations for each school district for the general apportionment,
special education, learning assistance, transitional bilingual, highly
capable, and career and technical education programs. The
superintendent must report this information in a user-friendly format
on the main page of the office's website. School districts must
include a link to the superintendent's per-pupil allocations report on
the main page of the school district's website. In addition, the
budget documents published by the legislature for the enacted omnibus
operating appropriations act must report statewide average per-pupil
allocations for general apportionment and the categorical programs
listed in this subsection.

(3) (a) To the extent the technical details of the formula have
been adopted by the legislature and except when specifically provided

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 28A.150 RCW Page 21



as a school district allocation, the distribution formula for the
basic education instructional allocation shall be based on minimum
staffing and nonstaff costs the legislature deems necessary to support
instruction and operations in prototypical schools serving high,
middle, and elementary school students as provided in this section.
The use of prototypical schools for the distribution formula does not
constitute legislative intent that schools should be operated or
structured in a similar fashion as the prototypes. Prototypical
schools illustrate the level of resources needed to operate a school
of a particular size with particular types and grade levels of
students using commonly understood terms and inputs, such as class
size, hours of instruction, and various categories of school staff. It
is the intent that the funding allocations to school districts be
adjusted from the school prototypes based on the actual number of
annual average full-time equivalent students in each grade level at
each school in the district and not based on the grade-level
configuration of the school to the extent that data is available. The
allocations shall be further adjusted from the school prototypes with
minimum allocations for small schools and to reflect other factors
identified in the omnibus appropriations act.

(b) For the purposes of this section, prototypical schools are
defined as follows:

(1) A prototypical high school has 600 average annual full-time
equivalent students in grades nine through 12;

(ii) A prototypical middle school has 432 average annual full-
time equivalent students in grades seven and eight; and

(iii) A prototypical elementary school has 400 average annual
full-time equivalent students in grades kindergarten through six.

(4) (a) (1) The minimum allocation for each level of prototypical
school shall be based on the number of full-time equivalent classroom
teachers needed to provide instruction over the minimum required
annual instructional hours under RCW 28A.150.220 and provide at least
one teacher planning period per school day, and based on the following
general education average class size of full-time equivalent students
per teacher:

General education
average class size

Grades K=3. . . .« o o v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 17.00
Grade 4. . . . . . o e e e ey e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 271000
Grades 5-0. . . . . . 0o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 27.00
Grades T=8. . . . v . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 28.53
Grades 9-12. . . . . . . 0 o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e . 28LT74

(ii) The minimum class size allocation for each prototypical high
school shall also provide for enhanced funding for class size
reduction for two laboratory science classes within grades nine
through 12 per full-time equivalent high school student multiplied by
a laboratory science course factor of 0.0833, based on the number of
full-time equivalent classroom teachers needed to provide instruction
over the minimum required annual instructional hours in RCW
28A.150.220, and providing at least one teacher planning period per
school day:

Laboratory science
average class size
Grades 9-12. . . . . . . . . . . .+« < o 4 e e < e < o . < . . 19.098
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(b) (1) Beginning September 1, 2019, funding for average K-3 class
sizes in this subsection (4) may be provided only to the extent of,
and proportionate to, the school district's demonstrated actual class
size in grades K-3, up to the funded class sizes.

(ii) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
develop rules to implement this subsection (4) (b).

(c) (1) The minimum allocation for each prototypical middle and
high school shall also provide for full-time equivalent classroom
teachers based on the following number of full-time equivalent
students per teacher in career and technical education:

Career and technical
education average
class size
Approved career and technical education offered at
the middle school and high school level. . . coe . 23.00
Skill center programs meeting the standards establlshed
by the office of the superintendent of public
instruction. . . . . . . o L0 Lo o000 e e e e e e e e e 19.00

(ii) Funding allocated under this subsection (4) (c) is subject to
RCW 28A.150.265.

(d) In addition, the omnibus appropriations act shall at a
minimum specify:

(1) A high-poverty average class size in schools where more than
50 percent of the students are eligible for free and reduced-price
meals; and

(ii) A specialty average class size for advanced placement and
international baccalaureate courses.

(5) (a) The minimum allocation for each level of prototypical
school shall include allocations for the following types of staff in
addition to classroom teachers:

Elementary Middle High
School School School
Principals, assistant principals, and other certificated building-level
AdMINISIIAOTS. . o . .ottt ettt et 1.253 1.353 1.880
Teacher-librarians, a function that includes information literacy, technology,
and media to support school library media programs. . .................. 0.663 0.519 0.523
Teaching assistance, including any aspect of educational instructional services
provided by classified employees. .. ......... ... .. i 0.936 0.700 0.652
Office support and other noninstructional aides. . . ...................... 2.012 2.325 3.269
CUStOdIanS. . . . oottt 1.657 1.942 2.965
NULSES. .« o e ettt e e e e 0.246 0.336 0.339
Social workers. . . ... .. 0.132 0.033 0.052
Psychologists. . . ... oo 0.046 0.009 0.021
CoUNSEIOTS. . . oottt 0.660 1.383 2.706
Classified staff providing student and staff safety. .. .................... 0.079 0.092 0.141
Parent involvement coordinators. . .. ........ ... ... i 0.0825 0.00 0.00

(b) (1) The superintendent may only allocate funding, up to the
combined minimum allocations, for nurses, social workers,
psychologists, counselors, classified staff providing student and
staff safety, and parent involvement coordinators under (a) and (c) of
this subsection to the extent of and proportionate to a school
district's demonstrated actual ratios of: Full-time equivalent
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physical, social, and emotional support staff to full-time equivalent
students.

(ii) The superintendent must adopt rules to implement this
subsection (5) (b) and the rules must require school districts to
prioritize funding allocated as required by (b) (i) of this subsection
for physical, social, and emotional support staff who hold a wvalid
educational staff associate certificate appropriate for the staff's
role.

(iii) For the purposes of this subsection (5) (b), "physical,
social, and emotional support staff" include nurses, social workers,
psychologists, counselors, classified staff providing student and
staff safety, parent involvement coordinators, and other school
district employees and contractors who provide physical, social, and
emotional support to students as defined by the superintendent.

(c) For the 2023-24 school year, in addition to the minimum
allocation under (a) of this subsection, the following additional
staffing units for each level of prototypical school will be provided:

Elementary Middle High

School School School
NULSES. . v ottt e e e e e e 0.170 0.276 0.243
Social Workers. . . ... 0.090 0.027 0.037
PSychologists. . . . ..o 0.029 0.007 0.014
Counselors. . .. ... 0.167 0.167 0.176

(6) (a) The minimum staffing allocation for each school district
to provide district-wide support services shall be allocated per one
thousand annual average full-time equivalent students in grades K-12
as follows:

Staff per 1,000
K-12 students

Technology. . . . .« « v v v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e 0.628
Facilities, maintenance, and grounds. . . . . . . . . . .« . . . 1.813
Warehouse, laborers, and mechanics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.332

(b) The minimum allocation of staff units for each school
district to support certificated and classified staffing of central
administration shall be 5.30 percent of the staff units generated
under subsections (4) (a) and (5) of this section and (a) of this
subsection.

(7) The distribution formula shall include staffing allocations
to school districts for career and technical education and skill
center administrative and other school-level certificated staff, as
specified in the omnibus appropriations act.

(8) (a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the minimum
allocation for each school district shall include allocations per
annual average full-time equivalent student for the following
materials, supplies, and operating costs as provided in the 2017-18
school year, after which the allocations shall be adjusted annually
for inflation as specified in the omnibus appropriations act:

Per annual average
full-time equivalent student
in grades K-12

Technology. .« « v v v v v v e e e e e e e e e e $130.76
Utilities and 1INSUTranCe. . . v v v v v v v v v v v $355.30
Curriculum and textbooks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . o o ... $140.39
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Other supplies . . . . . . .« « « o o e e e e e e e e $278.05

Library materials. . . . . $20.00
Instructional profe881onal development for certlflcated and

classified staff. . . . . . . . . . . L o . o000 0.0 .. $21.71
Facilities maintenance. . . e e e e e e $176.01
Security and central office admlnlstratlon e e e e e e e $121.94

(b) In addition to the amounts provided in (a) of this
subsection, beginning in the 2014-15 school year, the omnibus
appropriations act shall provide the following minimum allocation for
each annual average full-time equivalent student in grades nine
through 12 for the following materials, supplies, and operating costs,
to be adjusted annually for inflation:

Per annual average
full-time equivalent student
in grades 9-12

Technology. . . . e e e e e e e e e e e .. ... . . . 836.35
Curriculum and textbooks O 06 1 R 02
Other supplies . . . . . o . . o 000 e e e e e e e e e $77.28
Library materials. . . . . . . . 8$5.506
Instructional profe881onal development for certlflcated and

classified staff. . . . . . . . . o L. L . .00 00 e e e e $6.04

(9) In addition to the amounts provided in subsection (8) of this
section and subject to RCW 28A.150.265, the omnibus appropriations act
shall provide an amount based on full-time equivalent student
enrollment in each of the following:

(a) Exploratory career and technical education courses for
students in grades seven through 12;

(b) Preparatory career and technical education courses for
students in grades nine through 12 offered in a high school; and

(c) Preparatory career and technical education courses for
students in grades 11 and 12 offered through a skill center.

(10) In addition to the allocations otherwise provided under this
section, amounts shall be provided to support the following programs
and services:

(a) (1) To provide supplemental instruction and services for
students who are not meeting academic standards through the learning
assistance program under RCW 28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065,
allocations shall be based on the greater of either: The district
percentage of students in kindergarten through grade 12 who were
eligible for free or reduced-price meals for the school year
immediately preceding the district's participation, in whole or part,
in the United States department of agriculture's community eligibility
provision, or the district percentage of students in grades K-12 who
were eligible for free or reduced-price meals in the prior school
year. The minimum allocation for the program shall, except as provided
in (a) (iii) of this subsection, provide for each level of prototypical
school resources to provide, on a statewide average, 2.3975 hours per
week in extra instruction with a class size of 15 learning assistance
program students per teacher.

(ii) In addition to funding allocated under (a) (i) of this
subsection, to provide supplemental instruction and services for
students who are not meeting academic standards in qualifying schools.
A qualifying school, except as provided in (a) (iv) of this subsection,
means a school in which the three-year rolling average of the prior
year total annual average enrollment that qualifies for free or
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reduced-price meals equals or exceeds 50 percent or more of its total
annual average enrollment. A school continues to meet the definition
of a qualifying school if the school: Participates in the United
States department of agriculture's community eligibility provision;
and met the definition of a qualifying school in the year immediately
preceding their participation. The minimum allocation for this
additional high poverty-based allocation must provide for each level
of prototypical school resources to provide, on a statewide average,
1.1 hours per week in extra instruction with a class size of 15
learning assistance program students per teacher, under RCW
28A.165.055, school districts must distribute the high poverty-based
allocation to the schools that generated the funding allocation.

(iii) For the 2024-25 and 2025-26 school years, allocations under
(a) (1) of this subsection for school districts providing meals at no
charge to students under RCW 28A.235.135 that are not participating,
in whole or in part, in the United States department of agriculture's
community eligibility provision shall be based on the school district
percentage of students in grades K-12 who were eligible for free or
reduced-price meals in school years 2019-20 through 2022-23 or the
prior school year, whichever is greatest.

(iv) For the 2024-25 and 2025-26 school years, a school providing
meals at no charge to students under RCW 28A.235.135 that is not
participating in the department of agriculture's community eligibility
provision continues to meet the definition of a qualifying school
under (a) (1i1i) of this subsection if the school met the definition
during one year of the 2019-20 through 2022-23 school years, or in the
prior school year.

(b) (1) To provide supplemental instruction and services for
students whose primary language is other than English, allocations
shall be based on the head count number of students in each school who
are eligible for and enrolled in the transitional bilingual
instruction program under RCW 28A.180.010 through 28A.180.080. The
minimum allocation for each level of prototypical school shall provide
resources to provide, on a statewide average, 4.7780 hours per week in
extra instruction for students in grades kindergarten through six and
6.7780 hours per week in extra instruction for students in grades
seven through 12, with 15 transitional bilingual instruction program
students per teacher. Notwithstanding other provisions of this
subsection (10), the actual per-student allocation may be scaled to
provide a larger allocation for students needing more intensive
intervention and a commensurate reduced allocation for students
needing less intensive intervention, as detailed in the omnibus
appropriations act.

(ii) To provide supplemental instruction and services for
students who have exited the transitional bilingual program,
allocations shall be based on the head count number of students in
each school who have exited the transitional bilingual program within
the previous two years based on their performance on the English
proficiency assessment and are eligible for and enrolled in the
transitional bilingual instruction program under RCW
28A.180.040(1) (g) . The minimum allocation for each prototypical school
shall provide resources to provide, on a statewide average, 3.0 hours
per week in extra instruction with 15 exited students per teacher.

(c) To provide additional allocations to support programs for
highly capable students under RCW 28A.185.010 through 28A.185.030,
allocations shall be based on 5.0 percent of each school district's
full-time equivalent basic education enrollment. The minimum
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allocation for the programs shall provide resources to provide, on a
statewide average, 2.1590 hours per week in extra instruction with
fifteen highly capable program students per teacher.

(11) The allocations under subsections (4) (a), (5), (6), and (8)
of this section shall be enhanced as provided under RCW 28A.150.390 on
an excess cost basis to provide supplemental instructional resources
for students with disabilities.

(12) (a) For the purposes of allocations for prototypical high
schools and middle schools under subsections (4) and (10) of this
section that are based on the percent of students in the school who
are eligible for free and reduced-price meals, the actual percent of
such students in a school shall be adjusted by a factor identified in
the omnibus appropriations act to reflect underreporting of free and
reduced-price meal eligibility among middle and high school students.

(b) Allocations or enhancements provided under subsections (4),
(7), and (9) of this section for exploratory and preparatory career
and technical education courses shall be provided only for courses
approved by the office of the superintendent of public instruction
under chapter 28A.700 RCW.

(13) (a) This formula for distribution of basic education funds
shall be reviewed biennially by the superintendent and governor. The
recommended formula shall be subject to approval, amendment or
rejection by the legislature.

(b) In the event the legislature rejects the distribution formula
recommended by the governor, without adopting a new distribution
formula, the distribution formula for the previous school year shall
remain in effect.

(c) The enrollment of any district shall be the annual average
number of full-time equivalent students and part-time students as
provided in RCW 28A.150.350, enrolled on the first school day of each
month, including students who are in attendance pursuant to RCW
28A.335.160 and 28A.225.250 who do not reside within the servicing
school district. The definition of full-time equivalent student shall
be determined by rules of the superintendent of public instruction and
shall be included as part of the superintendent's biennial budget
request. The definition shall be based on the minimum instructional
hour offerings required under RCW 28A.150.220. Any revision of the
present definition shall not take effect until approved by the house
ways and means committee and the senate ways and means committee.

(d) The office of financial management shall make a monthly
review of the superintendent's reported full-time equivalent students
in the common schools in conjunction with RCW 43.62.050. [2023 ¢ 379
s 5; 2022 ¢ 109 s 3. Prior: 2020 c 288 s 4; 2020 c 61 s 4; 2018 c 266
s 101; 2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13 s 402; (2015 c 2 s 2 repealed by 2017 3rd
sp.s. ¢ 13 s 906); 2014 c 217 s 206; (2011 1st sp.s. c 34 s 9 expired
July 1, 2013); 2011 1st sp.s. c 27 s 2; 2010 c 236 s 2; 2009 c 548 s
106; 2006 c 263 s 322; 1997 ¢ 13 s 2; (1997 ¢ 13 s 1 and 1995 ¢ 77 s 2
expired September 1, 2000); 1995 ¢ 77 s 3; 1992 c 141 s 507; 1992 c
141 s 303; 1991 ¢ 116 s 10; 1990 c 33 s 108; 1987 1st ex.s. c 2 s 202;
1985 ¢ 349 s 5; 1983 ¢ 229 s 1; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 250 s 3; 1979 ¢ 151 s 12;
1977 ex.s. ¢ 359 s 5; 1969 ex.s. c 244 s 14; prior: 1969 ex.s. c 223 s
28A.41.140; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 217 s 3; 1969 ¢ 130 s 7; prior: 1965 ex.s. c
154 s 3. Formerly RCW 28A.41.140, 28.41.140.]

Expiration date—2023 c 379 s 5: "Section 5 of this act expires
September 1, 2024."™ [2023 ¢ 379 s 11.]
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Intent—2023 ¢ 379: See note following RCW 28A.235.135.

Effective date—2022 ¢ 109 ss 3, 6, and 7: "Sections 3, 6, and 7
of this act take effect September 1, 2022." [2022 ¢ 109 s 8.]

Expiration date—2022 c 109 s 3: "Section 3 of this act expires
September 1, 2024."™ [2022 c 109 s 9.]

Intent—2022 ¢ 109: See note following RCW 28A.300.476.
Short title—2020 c 288: See note following RCW 28A.235.300.

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Effective date—2014 c 217 s 206: "Section 206 of this act takes
effect September 1, 2014." [2014 c 217 s 209.]

Finding—Intent—2014 c 217: See note following RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 ss 9 and 10: "Sections 9 and
10 of this act take effect September 1, 2011." [2011 1st sp.s. c 34 s
12.]

Expiration date—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 9: "Section 9 of this act
expires July 1, 2013." [2011] 1st sp.s. c 34 s 13.]

Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 34: See RCW 28A.232.005.

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. c 27 ss 1-3: See note following
RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—2010 ¢ 236 ss 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14:
"Sections 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14 of this act take effect September
1, 2011." [2010 ¢ 236 s 19.]

Effective date—2009 ¢ 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.230.

Contingent effective date—1997 c 13 s 2: "Section 2 of this act
shall take effect September 1, 2000. However, section 2 of this act
shall not take effect if, by September 1, 2000, a law is enacted
stating that a school accountability and academic assessment system is
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not in place." [1997 ¢ 13 s 15.] That law was not enacted by September
1, 2000.

Contingent effective date—1995 c¢ 77 s 3: "Section 3 of this act
shall take effect September 1, 2000. However, section 3 of this act
shall not take effect if, by September 1, 2000, a law is enacted
stating that a school accountability and academic assessment system is
not in place." [1995 ¢ 77 s 33.] That law was not enacted by September
1, 2000.

Contingent effective date—1992 ¢ 141 ss 502-504, 506, and 507:
See note following RCW 28A.150.205.

Findings—Part headings—Severability—1992 c 141: See notes
following RCW 28A.410.040.

Intent—Severability—Effective date—1987 1lst ex.s. c 2: See
notes following RCW 84.52.0531.

Severability—1985 c 349: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1985 c 349 s 9.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. c 250: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Distribution of forest reserve funds—As affects basic education
allocation: RCW 28A.520.020.

Program of basic education, RCW 28A.150.260 as part of: RCW
28A.150.200.

Staffing enrichments to the program of basic education: See RCW
28A.400.007.

RCW 28A.150.260 Allocation of state funding to support
instructional program of basic education—Distribution formula—Per-
pupil allocations reporting by the superintendent of public
instruction and in legislative budget documents—Prototypical schools—
Enhancements and adjustments—Review and approval—Enrollment
calculation. The purpose of this section is to provide for the
allocation of state funding that the legislature deems necessary to
support school districts in offering the minimum instructional program
of basic education under RCW 28A.150.220. The allocation shall be
determined as follows:

(1) The governor shall and the superintendent of public
instruction may recommend to the legislature a formula for the
distribution of a basic education instructional allocation for each
common school district.

(2) (a) The distribution formula under this section shall be for
allocation purposes only. Except as may be required under subsections
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(4) (b) and (c), (5) (b) and (c), (8), and (9) of this section, chapter
28A.155, 28A.165, 28A.180, or 28A.185 RCW, or federal laws and
regulations, nothing in this section requires school districts to use
basic education instructional funds to implement a particular
instructional approach or service. Nothing in this section requires
school districts to maintain a particular classroom teacher-to-student
ratio or other staff-to-student ratio or to use allocated funds to pay
for particular types or classifications of staff. Nothing in this
section entitles an individual teacher to a particular teacher
planning period.

(b) To promote transparency in state funding allocations, the
superintendent of public instruction must report state per-pupil
allocations for each school district for the general apportionment,
special education, learning assistance, transitional bilingual, highly
capable, and career and technical education programs. The
superintendent must report this information in a user-friendly format
on the main page of the office's website. School districts must
include a link to the superintendent's per-pupil allocations report on
the main page of the school district's website. In addition, the
budget documents published by the legislature for the enacted omnibus
operating appropriations act must report statewide average per-pupil
allocations for general apportionment and the categorical programs
listed in this subsection.

(3) (a) To the extent the technical details of the formula have
been adopted by the legislature and except when specifically provided
as a school district allocation, the distribution formula for the
basic education instructional allocation shall be based on minimum
staffing and nonstaff costs the legislature deems necessary to support
instruction and operations in prototypical schools serving high,
middle, and elementary school students as provided in this section.
The use of prototypical schools for the distribution formula does not
constitute legislative intent that schools should be operated or
structured in a similar fashion as the prototypes. Prototypical
schools illustrate the level of resources needed to operate a school
of a particular size with particular types and grade levels of
students using commonly understood terms and inputs, such as class
size, hours of instruction, and various categories of school staff. It
is the intent that the funding allocations to school districts be
adjusted from the school prototypes based on the actual number of
annual average full-time equivalent students in each grade level at
each school in the district and not based on the grade-level
configuration of the school to the extent that data is available. The
allocations shall be further adjusted from the school prototypes with
minimum allocations for small schools and to reflect other factors
identified in the omnibus appropriations act.

(b) For the purposes of this section, prototypical schools are
defined as follows:

(1) A prototypical high school has 600 average annual full-time
equivalent students in grades nine through 12;

(ii) A prototypical middle school has 432 average annual full-
time equivalent students in grades seven and eight; and

(iii) A prototypical elementary school has 400 average annual
full-time equivalent students in grades kindergarten through six.

(4) (a) (1) The minimum allocation for each level of prototypical
school shall be based on the number of full-time equivalent classroom
teachers needed to provide instruction over the minimum required
annual instructional hours under RCW 28A.150.220 and provide at least
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one teacher planning period per school day, and based on the following
general education average class size of full-time equivalent students
per teacher:

General education
average class size

Grades K=3. . . .« o o oo e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 17.00
Grade 4. . . . . . o e e e ey e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 2000
Grades 5-0. . . . . .0 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 27.00
Grades T=8. . . .« v o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 28.53
Grades 9-12. . . . . . . o o e e e e e e e e e d e e e e e e . 28LT74

(i1) The minimum class size allocation for each prototypical high
school shall also provide for enhanced funding for class size
reduction for two laboratory science classes within grades nine
through 12 per full-time equivalent high school student multiplied by
a laboratory science course factor of 0.0833, based on the number of
full-time equivalent classroom teachers needed to provide instruction
over the minimum required annual instructional hours in RCW
28A.150.220, and providing at least one teacher planning period per
school day:

Laboratory science
average class size
Grades 9-12. . . . . . . . . . . o+« <« 4 e e < e < o . < . . 19.098

(b) (1) Beginning September 1, 2019, funding for average K-3 class
sizes in this subsection (4) may be provided only to the extent of,
and proportionate to, the school district's demonstrated actual class
size in grades K-3, up to the funded class sizes.

(ii) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
develop rules to implement this subsection (4) (b).

(c) (1) The minimum allocation for each prototypical middle and
high school shall also provide for full-time equivalent classroom
teachers based on the following number of full-time equivalent
students per teacher in career and technical education:

Career and technical
education average
class size
Approved career and technical education offered at
the middle school and high school level. . . . coe . 23.00
Skill center programs meeting the standards establlshed
by the office of the superlntendent of publlc
instruction. . . . . . e e e e e e e e e 19.00

(ii) Funding allocated under this subsection (4) (c) is subject to
RCW 28A.150.265.

(d) In addition, the omnibus appropriations act shall at a
minimum specify:

(1) A high-poverty average class size in schools where more than
50 percent of the students are eligible for free and reduced-price
meals; and

(ii) A specialty average class size for advanced placement and
international baccalaureate courses.

(5) (a) The minimum allocation for each level of prototypical
school shall include allocations for the following types of staff in
addition to classroom teachers:
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Elementary Middle High

School School School
Principals, assistant principals, and other certificated building-level
administrators. . . ... ... 1.253 1.353 1.880
Teacher-librarians, a function that includes information literacy, technology,
and media to support school library media programs. .. ................. 0.663 0.519 0.523
Paraeducators, including any aspect of educational instructional services
provided by classified employees. . . ......... ... ... i 1.012 0.776 0.728
Office support and other noninstructional aides. . .. ..................... 2.088 2.401 3.345
CUStOdIANS. . . . .ottt 1.657 1.942 2.965
NUISES. .« . e ettt e e e e e 0.585 0.888 0.824
Social WOrkers. . . ... 0.311 0.088 0.127
Psychologists. . . ... 0.104 0.024 0.049
COUNSEIOTS. . . ottt e 0.993 1.716 3.039
Classified staff providing student and staff safety. .. .................... 0.079 0.092 0.141
Parent involvement coordinators. . . ........ ... i 0.0825 0.00 0.00

(b) (1) The superintendent may only allocate funding, up to the
combined minimum allocations, for nurses, social workers,
psychologists, counselors, classified staff providing student and
staff safety, and parent involvement coordinators under (a) of this
subsection to the extent of and proportionate to a school district's
demonstrated actual ratios of: Full-time equivalent physical, social,
and emotional support staff to full-time equivalent students.

(ii) The superintendent must adopt rules to implement this
subsection (5) (b) and the rules must require school districts to
prioritize funding allocated as required by (b) (i) of this subsection
for physical, social, and emotional support staff who hold a valid
educational staff associate certificate appropriate for the staff's
role.

(iii) For the purposes of this subsection (5) (b), "physical,
social, and emotional support staff" include nurses, social workers,
psychologists, counselors, classified staff providing student and
staff safety, parent involvement coordinators, and other school
district employees and contractors who provide physical, social, and
emotional support to students as defined by the superintendent.

(c) The superintendent shall develop rules that require school
districts to use the additional funding provided under (a) of this
subsection to support increased staffing, prevent layoffs, or increase
salaries for the following staff types in the 2024-25 school year:
Paraeducators, office support, and noninstructional aides. The
superintendent shall collect data from school districts on how the
increased allocations are used.

(6) (2a) The minimum staffing allocation for each school district
to provide district-wide support services shall be allocated per one
thousand annual average full-time equivalent students in grades K-12
as follows:

Staff per 1,000
K-12 students

Technology. e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 0.628
Facilities, maintenance, and grounds. . . . . . . . . « <« « . . 1.813
Warehouse, laborers, and mechanics. . . . . . . . .« « .« < < . . 0.332

(b) The minimum allocation of staff units for each school
district to support certificated and classified staffing of central
administration shall be 5.30 percent of the staff units generated
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under subsections (4) (a) and (5) of this section and (a) of this
subsection.

(7) The distribution formula shall include staffing allocations
to school districts for career and technical education and skill
center administrative and other school-level certificated staff, as
specified in the omnibus appropriations act.

(8) (a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the minimum
allocation for each school district shall include allocations per
annual average full-time equivalent student for the following
materials, supplies, and operating costs as provided in the 2023-24
school year, after which the allocations shall be adjusted annually
for inflation as specified in the omnibus appropriations act:

Per annual average
full-time equivalent student
in grades K-12

Technology. . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e $178.98
Utilities and insurance. . . . . . o « « « v e e e e ... $430.26
Curriculum and textbooks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $164.48
Other supplies . . . . . .« .« o o o e e e e e e e e e $326.54
Library materials. . . e e e $22.65
Instructional profe881onal development for certlflcated and

classified staff. . . . . . . . . L. . . . . . ..o 000 e $28.94
Facilities maintenance. . . e e e e e e $206.22
Security and central office admlnlstratlon e e e e e e e $146.37

(b) In addition to the amounts provided in (a) of this
subsection, beginning in the 2023-24 school year, the omnibus
appropriations act shall provide the following minimum allocation for
each annual average full-time equivalent student in grades nine
through 12 for the following materials, supplies, and operating costs,
to be adjusted annually for inflation:

Per annual average
full-time equivalent student
in grades 9-12

Technology. . . e e e e e e e e e e e e ... ... os44.05
Curriculum and textbooks e e e e e e e e e e e e e .o ... . s48.006
Other supplies . . . . . o . o 000 e e e e e e e e $94.07
Library materials. . . . . . 5$6.05
Instructional profe881onal development for certlflcated and

classified staff. . . . . . . . . . L. L. . o000 0 e e e e $8.01

(c) The increased allocation amount of $21 per annual average
full-time equivalent student for materials, supplies, and operating
costs provided under (a) of this subsection is intended to address
growing costs in the enumerated categories and may not be expended for
any other purpose.

(9) In addition to the amounts provided in subsection (8) of this
section and subject to RCW 28A.150.265, the omnibus appropriations act
shall provide an amount based on full-time equivalent student
enrollment in each of the following:

(a) Exploratory career and technical education courses for
students in grades seven through 12;

(b) Preparatory career and technical education courses for
students in grades nine through 12 offered in a high school; and

(c) Preparatory career and technical education courses for
students in grades 11 and 12 offered through a skill center.
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(10) In addition to the allocations otherwise provided under this
section, amounts shall be provided to support the following programs
and services:

(a) (1) To provide supplemental instruction and services for
students who are not meeting academic standards through the learning
assistance program under RCW 28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065,
allocations shall be based on the greater of either: The district
percentage of students in kindergarten through grade 12 who were
eligible for free or reduced-price meals for the school year
immediately preceding the district's participation, in whole or part,
in the United States department of agriculture's community eligibility
provision, or the district percentage of students in grades K-12 who
were eligible for free or reduced-price meals in the prior school
year. The minimum allocation for the program shall, except as provided
in (a) (iii) of this subsection, provide for each level of prototypical
school resources to provide, on a statewide average, 2.3975 hours per
week in extra instruction with a class size of 15 learning assistance
program students per teacher.

(i1i) In addition to funding allocated under (a) (i) of this
subsection, to provide supplemental instruction and services for
students who are not meeting academic standards in qualifying schools.
A qualifying school, except as provided in (a) (iv) of this subsection,
means a school in which the three-year rolling average of the prior
year total annual average enrollment that qualifies for free or
reduced-price meals equals or exceeds 50 percent or more of its total
annual average enrollment. A school continues to meet the definition
of a qualifying school if the school: Participates in the United
States department of agriculture's community eligibility provision;
and met the definition of a qualifying school in the year immediately
preceding their participation. The minimum allocation for this
additional high poverty-based allocation must provide for each level
of prototypical school resources to provide, on a statewide average,
1.1 hours per week in extra instruction with a class size of 15
learning assistance program students per teacher, under RCW
28A.165.055, school districts must distribute the high poverty-based
allocation to the schools that generated the funding allocation.

(iii) For the 2024-25 and 2025-26 school years, allocations under
(a) (1) of this subsection for school districts providing meals at no
charge to students under RCW 28A.235.135 that are not participating,
in whole or in part, in the United States department of agriculture's
community eligibility provision shall be based on the school district
percentage of students in grades K-12 who were eligible for free or
reduced-price meals in school years 2019-20 through 2022-23 or the
prior school year, whichever is greatest.

(iv) For the 2024-25 and 2025-26 school years, a school providing
meals at no charge to students under RCW 28A.235.135 that is not
participating in the department of agriculture's community eligibility
provision continues to meet the definition of a qualifying school
under (a) (1ii1i) of this subsection if the school met the definition
during one year of the 2019-20 through 2022-23 school years, or in the
prior school year.

(b) (1) To provide supplemental instruction and services for
students whose primary language is other than English, allocations
shall be based on the head count number of students in each school who
are eligible for and enrolled in the transitional bilingual
instruction program under RCW 28A.180.010 through 28A.180.080. The
minimum allocation for each level of prototypical school shall provide
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resources to provide, on a statewide average, 4.7780 hours per week in
extra instruction for students in grades kindergarten through six and
6.7780 hours per week in extra instruction for students in grades
seven through 12, with 15 transitional bilingual instruction program
students per teacher. Notwithstanding other provisions of this
subsection (10), the actual per-student allocation may be scaled to
provide a larger allocation for students needing more intensive
intervention and a commensurate reduced allocation for students
needing less intensive intervention, as detailed in the omnibus
appropriations act.

(ii) To provide supplemental instruction and services for
students who have exited the transitional bilingual program,
allocations shall be based on the head count number of students in
each school who have exited the transitional bilingual program within
the previous two years based on their performance on the English
proficiency assessment and are eligible for and enrolled in the
transitional bilingual instruction program under RCW
28A.180.040(1) (g) . The minimum allocation for each prototypical school
shall provide resources to provide, on a statewide average, 3.0 hours
per week in extra instruction with 15 exited students per teacher.

(c) To provide additional allocations to support programs for
highly capable students under RCW 28A.185.010 through 28A.185.030,
allocations shall be based on 5.0 percent of each school district's
full-time equivalent basic education enrollment. The minimum
allocation for the programs shall provide resources to provide, on a
statewide average, 2.1590 hours per week in extra instruction with
fifteen highly capable program students per teacher.

(11) The allocations under subsections (4) (a), (5), (6), and (8)
of this section shall be enhanced as provided under RCW 28A.150.390 on
an excess cost basis to provide supplemental instructional resources
for students with disabilities.

(12) (a) For the purposes of allocations for prototypical high
schools and middle schools under subsections (4) and (10) of this
section that are based on the percent of students in the school who
are eligible for free and reduced-price meals, the actual percent of
such students in a school shall be adjusted by a factor identified in
the omnibus appropriations act to reflect underreporting of free and
reduced-price meal eligibility among middle and high school students.

(b) Allocations or enhancements provided under subsections (4),
(7), and (9) of this section for exploratory and preparatory career
and technical education courses shall be provided only for courses
approved by the office of the superintendent of public instruction
under chapter 28A.700 RCW.

(13) (a) This formula for distribution of basic education funds
shall be reviewed biennially by the superintendent and governor. The
recommended formula shall be subject to approval, amendment or
rejection by the legislature.

(b) In the event the legislature rejects the distribution formula
recommended by the governor, without adopting a new distribution
formula, the distribution formula for the previous school year shall
remain in effect.

(c) The enrollment of any district shall be the annual average
number of full-time equivalent students and part-time students as
provided in RCW 28A.150.350, enrolled on the first school day of each
month, including students who are in attendance pursuant to RCW
28A.335.160 and 28A.225.250 who do not reside within the servicing
school district. The definition of full-time equivalent student shall
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be determined by rules of the superintendent of public instruction and
shall be included as part of the superintendent's biennial budget
request. The definition shall be based on the minimum instructional
hour offerings required under RCW 28A.150.220. Any revision of the
present definition shall not take effect until approved by the house
ways and means committee and the senate ways and means committee.

(d) The office of financial management shall make a monthly
review of the superintendent's reported full-time equivalent students
in the common schools in conjunction with RCW 43.62.050. [2024 ¢ 262

2; 2024 ¢ 191 s 2; 2023 ¢ 379 s 6; 2022 c 109 s 4. Prior: 2020 c 288
4; 2020 ¢ 61 s 4; 2018 c 266 s 101; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 402; (2015
2 s 2 repealed by 2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13 s 906); 2014 c 217 s 206;
2011 1st sp.s. c 34 s 9 expired July 1, 2013); 2011 1st sp.s. c 27 s
; 2010 ¢ 236 s 2; 2009 c 548 s 106; 2006 c 263 s 322; 1997 c 13 s 2;
(1997 ¢ 13 s 1 and 1995 ¢ 77 s 2 expired September 1, 2000); 1995 c 77
s 3; 1992 ¢ 141 s 507; 1992 ¢ 141 s 303; 1991 c 116 s 10; 1990 ¢ 33 s
108; 1987 1st ex.s. ¢ 2 s 202; 1985 c 349 s 5; 1983 ¢ 229 s 1; 1979
ex.s. ¢ 250 s 3; 1979 ¢ 151 s 12; 1977 ex.s. c 359 s 5; 1969 ex.s. c
244 s 14; prior: 1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.41.140; 1969 ex.s. c 217 s 3;
1969 ¢ 130 s 7; prior: 1965 ex.s. c 154 s 3. Formerly RCW 28A.41.140,
28.41.140.]

Reviser's note: (1) The effective date of 2023 ¢ 379 s 6 is
September 1, 2024. However, 2023 c 379 s 6 was amended by 2024 c 262 s
2 and 2024 ¢ 191 s 2, which have an effective date of June 6, 2024.
Consequently, the effective date of this section is June 6, 2024.

(2) This section was amended by 2024 c 262 s 2 and by 2024 c 191
s 2, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2).
For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

s
s
c

(
2

Finding—Intent—2024 c 262: "The legislature finds that schools
are facing increased operating costs to serve students and staff. Some
of these increases are beyond inflationary adjustments and reflect the
evolving needs and requirements of schools. Therefore, the legislature
intends to increase funding for materials, supplies, and operating
costs in schools to address evolving operational needs." [2024 c 262 s
1.]

Intent—2024 ¢ 191: "Youth mental and behavioral health has been
a rising crisis for a decade. As youth grapple with new pressures from
social media and impacts of a pandemic, their needs can manifest as
disruptive behaviors in the school environment. Teachers, counselors,
administrators, and education support professionals have identified
the need to have more caring and committed education staff in schools
to meet the needs of students.

Education support professionals are vital team members in a
school and often directly support students. Educational staff
professionals drive students safely to school, provide one-on-one
individualized instruction for special education students, run small
group instruction for English language learners and for students
struggling with certain academic concepts, supervise and monitor
students before and after school, at lunch, and during recess, provide
physical and behavioral health services in schools, serve lunches,
keep buildings clean and maintained, and many other support services
that are essential to school operations and student learning.

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 28A.150 RCW Page 36



Therefore, to improve the individualized support for student
learning and behavioral needs, the legislature intends to increase
staffing allocations for paraprofessionals in instructional and
noninstructional roles. The intent of this additional funding is to
assist school districts in hiring additional support staff or
providing the staff they already employ with better wages." [2024 c
191 s 1.]

Effective date—2023 ¢ 379 s 6: "Section 6 of this act takes
effect September 1, 2024." [2023 c 379 s 12.]

Intent—2023 ¢ 379: See note following RCW 28A.235.135.

Effective date—2022 ¢ 109 ss 4 and 5: "Sections 4 and 5 of this
act take effect September 1, 2024." [2022 c 109 s 10.]

Intent—2022 ¢ 109: See note following RCW 28A.300.476.
Short title—2020 c 288: See note following RCW 28A.235.300.

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Effective date—2014 c 217 s 206: "Section 206 of this act takes
effect September 1, 2014." [2014 c 217 s 209.]

Finding—Intent—2014 c 217: See note following RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 ss 9 and 10: "Sections 9 and
10 of this act take effect September 1, 2011." [2011 1st sp.s. c 34 s
12.]

Expiration date—2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 9: "Section 9 of this act
expires July 1, 2013." [2011] 1st sp.s. c 34 s 13.]

Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 34: See RCW 28A.232.005.

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. c 27 ss 1-3: See note following
RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—2010 ¢ 236 ss 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14:
"Sections 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14 of this act take effect September
1, 2011." [2010 ¢ 236 s 19.]

Effective date—2009 ¢ 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
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Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.230.

Contingent effective date—1997 c 13 s 2: "Section 2 of this act
shall take effect September 1, 2000. However, section 2 of this act
shall not take effect if, by September 1, 2000, a law is enacted
stating that a school accountability and academic assessment system is
not in place." [1997 ¢ 13 s 15.] That law was not enacted by September
1, 2000.

Contingent effective date—1995 c¢ 77 s 3: "Section 3 of this act
shall take effect September 1, 2000. However, section 3 of this act
shall not take effect if, by September 1, 2000, a law is enacted
stating that a school accountability and academic assessment system is
not in place." [1995 ¢ 77 s 33.] That law was not enacted by September
1, 2000.

Contingent effective date—1992 ¢ 141 ss 502-504, 506, and 507:
See note following RCW 28A.150.205.

Findings—Part headings—Severability—1992 c 141: See notes
following RCW 28A.410.040.

Intent—Severability—Effective date—1987 1lst ex.s. c 2: See
notes following RCW 84.52.0531.

Severability—1985 ¢ 349: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1985 ¢ 349 s 9.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. c 250: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Distribution of forest reserve funds—As affects basic education
allocation: RCW 28A.520.020.

Program of basic education, RCW 28A.150.260 as part of: RCW
28A.150.200.

Staffing enrichments to the program of basic education: See RCW
28A.400.007.

RCW 28A.150.265 Career and technical education funding
allocations. (1) To the extent that career and technical education
funding allocations under RCW 28A.150.260 (4) (c) and (9) exceed
general education funding allocations under RCW 28A.150.260, school
districts may use the difference only for the career and technical
education purposes, defined as follows:

(a) Staff salaries and benefits for career and technical
education program delivery;

(b) Materials, supplies, and operating costs;
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(c) Smaller class sizes;

(d) Work-based learning programs such as internships and
preapprenticeship programs, including coordination tied to career and
technical education coursework;

(e) New high quality career and technical education and expanded
learning program development in high-demand fields;

(f) Certificated work-based learning coordinators and career
guidance advisors;

(g) School expenses associated with career and technical
education community partnerships with a career discovery focus
including research or evidence-based mentoring programs and expanded
learning opportunities in school, before or after school, and during
the summer, and career-focused education programs with private and
public K-12 schools and colleges, community-based organizations and
nonprofit organizations, industry partners, tribal governments, and
workforce development entities;

(h) Student fees for national and state industry-recognized
certifications; and

(i) Course equivalency development to integrate core learning
standards into career and technical education courses.

(2) A school district's maximum allowable indirect cost charges
for approved career and technical education programs funded by the
state may not exceed the lower of five percent or the cap established
in federal law for federal career and technical education funding
provided to school districts, as the federal law existed on September
1, 2017. [2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 409.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

RCW 28A.150.270 Annual basic education allocation of funds
according to average FTE student enrollment—Procedure for crediting
portion for school building purposes. The board of directors of a
school district may, by properly executed resolution, request that the
superintendent of public instruction direct a portion of the
district's basic education allocation be credited to the district's
capital projects fund and/or bond redemption fund. Moneys so credited
shall be used solely for school building purposes. [1985 ¢ 7 s 89;
1980 ¢ 154 s 13. Formerly RCW 28A.41.143.]

Purpose—Effective dates—Savings—Disposition of certain funds—
Severability—1980 c 154: See notes following chapter 82.45 RCW
digest.

School district funds: RCW 28A.320.330.

RCW 28A.150.275 Annual basic education allocation for students
in technical colleges. The basic education allocation, including
applicable vocational entitlements and special education program
money, generated under this chapter and under state appropriation acts
by school districts for students enrolled in a technical college
program established by an interlocal agreement under RCW 28B.50.533
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shall be allocated in amounts as determined by the superintendent of
public instruction to the serving college rather than to the school
district, unless the college chooses to continue to receive the
allocations through the school districts. This section does not apply
to students enrolled in the running start program established in RCW
28A.600.310. [1995 ¢ 77 s 4; 1993 c 223 s 1.]

RCW 28A.150.276 Local revenues—Enrichment of program of basic
education—"Local revenues" defined. (1) (a) Beginning September 1,
2018, school districts may use local revenues only for documented and
demonstrated enrichment of the state's statutory program of basic
education as authorized in subsection (2) of this section.

(b) Nothing in this section revises the definition or the state
funding of the program of basic education under RCW 28A.150.220 and
28A.150.260.

(c) For purposes of this section, "local revenues" means
enrichment levies collected under RCW 84.52.053, local effort
assistance funding received under chapter 28A.500 RCW, and other
school district local revenues including, but not limited to, grants,
donations, and state and federal payments in lieu of taxes, except
that "local revenues" does not include other federal revenues, or
local revenues that operate as an offset to the district's basic
education allocation under RCW 28A.150.250.

(2) (a) Enrichment activities are permitted under this section if
they provide supplementation beyond the state:

(1) Minimum instructional offerings of RCW 28A.150.220 or
28A.150.260;

(ii) Staffing ratios or program components of RCW 28A.150.260,
including providing additional staff for class size reduction beyond
class sizes allocated in the prototypical school model and additional
staff beyond the staffing ratios allocated in the prototypical school
formula;

(iii) Program components of RCW 28A.150.200, 28A.150.220, or
28A.150.260; or

(iv) Program of professional learning as defined by RCW
28A.415.430 beyond that allocated pursuant to RCW 28A.150.415.

(b) Permitted enrichment activities consist of:

(i) Extracurricular activities, extended school days, or an
extended school year;

(ii) Additional course offerings beyond the minimum instructional
program established in the state's statutory program of basic
education;

(iii) Activities associated with early learning programs;

(iv) Any additional salary costs attributable to the provision or
administration of the enrichment activities allowed under this
subsection; and

(v) Additional activities or enhancements that the office of the
superintendent of public instruction determines to be a documented and
demonstrated enrichment of the state's statutory program of basic
education under (a) of this subsection and for which the
superintendent approves proposed expenditures during the preballot
approval process required by RCW 84.52.053 and 28A.505.240.

(3) In addition to the limitations of subsections (1) and (2) of
this section and of RCW 28A.400.200, permitted enrichment activities
are subject to the following conditions and limitations:
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(a) If a school district spends local revenues for salary costs
attributable to the administration of enrichment programs, the portion
of administrator salaries attributable to that purpose may not exceed
twenty-five percent of the total district expenditures for
administrator salaries; and

(b) Supplemental contracts under RCW 28A.400.200 are subject to
the limitations of this section.

(4) The superintendent of public instruction must adopt rules to
implement this section. [2018 ¢ 266 s 301; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s
501.]

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

RCW 28A.150.280 Reimbursement for acquisition of approved
transportation equipment—Method. Costs of acquisition of approved
transportation equipment purchased prior to September 1, 1982, shall
be reimbursed up to one hundred percent of the cost to be reimbursed
over the anticipated life of the vehicle, as determined by the state
superintendent: PROVIDED, That commencing with the 1980-81 school
year, reimbursement shall be at one hundred percent or as close
thereto as reasonably possible: PROVIDED FURTHER, That reimbursements
for the acquisition of approved transportation equipment received by
school districts shall be placed in the transportation vehicle fund
for the current or future purchase of approved transportation
equipment and for major transportation equipment repairs consistent
with rules and regulations authorized in RCW 28A.160.130. [1993 ¢ 111
s 1. Prior: 1990 ¢ 33 s 110; 1990 ¢ 33 s 109; 1981 c 343 s 1; 1981 c
265 s 9; 1981 c 265 s 8; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 359 s 6; 1977 ¢ 80 s 3; 1975 1st
ex.s. ¢ 275 s 60; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 85 s 1; 1971 c 48 s 14; 1969 ex.s. c
223 s 28A.41.160; prior: 1965 ex.s. c 154 s 5. Formerly RCW
28A.41.160, 28.41.160.]

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Severability—1977 c 80: See note following RCW 28A.160.030.
Severability—1971 c 48: See note following RCW 28A.310.250.

Program of basic education, RCW 28A.150.280 as part of: RCW
28A.150.200.

Transportation vehicle fund—Deposits in—Use—Rules for establishment
and use: RCW 28A.160.130.

RCW 28A.150.290 State superintendent to make rules and
regulations—Unforeseen conditions or actions to be recognized—
Paperwork limited. (1) The superintendent of public instruction shall
have the power and duty to make such rules and regulations as are
necessary for the proper administration of this chapter and RCW
28A.160.150 through *28A.160.220, 28A.300.170, and 28A.500.010 not
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inconsistent with the provisions thereof, and in addition to require
such reports as may be necessary to carry out his or her duties under
this chapter and RCW 28A.160.150 through *28A.160.220, 28A.300.170,
and 28A.500.010.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall have the
authority to make rules and regulations which establish the terms and
conditions for allowing school districts to receive state basic
education moneys as provided in RCW 28A.150.250 when said districts
are unable to fulfill for one or more schools as officially scheduled
the requirement of a full school year of one hundred eighty days or
the annual average total instructional hour offering imposed by RCW
28A.150.220 and 28A.150.260 due to one or more of the following
conditions:

(a) An unforeseen natural event, including, but not necessarily
limited to, a fire, flood, explosion, storm, earthquake, epidemic, or
volcanic eruption that has the direct or indirect effect of rendering
one or more school district facilities unsafe, unhealthy,
inaccessible, or inoperable; and

(b) An unforeseen mechanical failure or an unforeseen action or
inaction by one or more persons, including negligence and threats,
that (i) is beyond the control of both a school district board of
directors and its employees and (ii) has the direct or indirect effect
of rendering one or more school district facilities unsafe, unhealthy,
inaccessible, or inoperable. Such actions, inactions or mechanical
failures may include, but are not necessarily limited to, arson,
vandalism, riots, insurrections, bomb threats, bombings, delays in the
scheduled completion of construction projects, and the discontinuance
or disruption of utilities such as heating, lighting and water:
PROVIDED, That an unforeseen action or inaction shall not include any
labor dispute between a school district board of directors and any
employee of the school district.

A condition is foreseeable for the purposes of this subsection to
the extent a reasonably prudent person would have anticipated prior to
August first of the preceding school year that the condition probably
would occur during the ensuing school year because of the occurrence
of an event or a circumstance which existed during such preceding
school year or a prior school year. A board of directors of a school
district is deemed for the purposes of this subsection to have
knowledge of events and circumstances which are a matter of common
knowledge within the school district and of those events and
circumstances which can be discovered upon prudent inquiry or
inspection.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall make every
effort to reduce the amount of paperwork required in administration of
this chapter and RCW 28A.160.150 through *28A.160.220, 28A.300.170,
and 28A.500.010; to simplify the application, monitoring and
evaluation processes used; to eliminate all duplicative requests for
information from local school districts; and to make every effort to
integrate and standardize information requests for other state
education acts and federal aid to education acts administered by the
superintendent of public instruction so as to reduce paperwork
requirements and duplicative information requests. [1992 ¢ 141 s 504;
1990 ¢ 33 s 111; 1981 c 285 s 1; 1979 ex.s. c 250 s 6; 1973 1lst ex.s.
c 78 s 1; 1972 ex.s. c 105 s 4; 1971 c 46 s 1; 1969 ex.s. c 3 s 2;
1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.41.170. Prior: 1965 ex.s. c 154 s 6. Formerly
RCW 28A.41.170, 28.41.170.]
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*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.160.220 was recodified as RCW
28A.300.035 pursuant to 1994 c 113 s 2.

Contingent effective date—1992 c 141 ss 502-504, 506, and 507:
See note following RCW 28A.150.205.

Findings—Part headings—Severability—1992 c 141: See notes
following RCW 28A.410.040.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. c 250: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—Severability—1972 ex.s. ¢ 105: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.250.

RCW 28A.150.295 General public school system—Maintained. A
general and uniform system of public schools embracing the common
schools shall be maintained throughout the state of Washington in
accordance with Article IX of the state Constitution. [1969 ex.s. C
223 s 28A.02.010. Prior: 1909 ¢ 97 p 230 s 1; RRS s 4518; prior: 1897
c 118 s 1; 1890 p 348 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.02.010, 28.02.010.]

RCW 28A.150.300 Corporal punishment prohibited—Adoption of
policy. The use of corporal punishment in the common schools 1is
prohibited. The superintendent of public instruction shall develop and
adopt a policy prohibiting the use of corporal punishment in the
common schools. The policy shall be adopted and implemented in all
school districts. [2006 c 263 s 702; 1993 ¢ 68 s 1.]

Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.230.

RCW 28A.150.305 Alternative educational service providers—
Student eligibility. (1) The board of directors of school districts
may contract with alternative educational service providers for
eligible students. Alternative educational service providers that the
school district may contract with include, but are not limited to:

(a) Other schools;

(b) Alternative education programs not operated by the school
district;

(c) Education centers;

(d) Skills [Skill] centers;

(e) The Washington national guard youth challenge program;

(f) Dropout prevention programs; oOr

(g) Other public or private organizations, excluding sectarian or
religious organizations.

(2) Eligible students include students who are likely to be
expelled or who are enrolled in the school district but have been
suspended, are academically at risk, or who have been subject to
repeated disciplinary actions due to behavioral problems.

(3) If a school district board of directors chooses to initiate
specialized programs for students at risk of expulsion or who are
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failing academically by contracting out with alternative educational
service providers identified in subsection (1) of this section, the
school district board of directors and the organization must specify
the specific learning standards that students are expected to achieve.
Placement of the student shall be jointly determined by the school
district, the student's parent or legal guardian, and the alternative
educational service provider.

(4) For the purpose of this section, the superintendent of public
instruction shall adopt rules for reporting and documenting
enrollment. Students may reenter at the grade level appropriate to the
student's ability. Students who are sixteen years of age or older may
take a test to earn a high school equivalency certificate as provided
in RCW 28B.50.536 in accordance with rules adopted under RCW
28A.305.190.

(5) The board of directors of school districts may require that
students who would otherwise be suspended or expelled attend schools
or programs listed in subsection (1) of this section as a condition of
continued enrollment in the school district. [2013 ¢ 39 s 3; 2002 c
291 s 1; 1997 c 265 s 6.]

Severability—1997 c 265: See note following RCW 13.40.160.

RCW 28A.150.310 National guard youth challenge program—
Allocation of funding—Rules. Basic and nonbasic education funding,
including applicable vocational entitlements and special education
program money, generated under this chapter and under state
appropriations acts shall be allocated directly to the military
department for a national guard youth challenge program for students
earning high school graduation credit under *RCW 28A.305.170. Funding
shall be provided based on statewide average rates for basic
education, special education, categorical, and block grant programs as
determined by the office of the superintendent of public instruction.
The monthly full-time equivalent enrollment reported for students
enrolled in the national guard youth challenge program shall be based
on one full-time equivalent for every one hundred student hours of
scheduled instruction eligible for high school graduation credit. The
office of the superintendent of public instruction, in consultation
with the military department, shall adopt such rules as are necessary
to implement this section. [2002 ¢ 291 s 2.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.305.170 was recodified as RCW
28A.300.165 pursuant to 2006 c 263 s 419.

RCW 28A.150.315 All-day kindergarten programs—Funding—
Identification of skills, knowledge, and characteristics—Assessments.
(1) Beginning with the 2007-08 school year, funding for voluntary all-
day kindergarten programs shall be phased-in beginning with schools
with the highest poverty levels, defined as those schools with the
highest percentages of students qualifying for free and reduced-price
lunch support in the prior school year. During the 2011-2013 biennium,
funding shall continue to be phased-in each year until full statewide
implementation of all-day kindergarten is achieved in the 2017-18
school year. Once a school receives funding for the all-day
kindergarten program, that school shall remain eligible for funding in
subsequent school years regardless of changes in the school's
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percentage of students eligible for free and reduced-price lunches as
long as other program requirements are fulfilled. Additionally,
schools receiving all-day kindergarten program support shall agree to
the following conditions:

(a) Provide at least a one thousand-hour instructional program;

(b) Provide a curriculum that offers a rich, varied set of
experiences that assist students in:

(1) Developing initial skills in the academic areas of reading,
mathematics, and writing;

(ii) Developing a variety of communication skills;

(iii) Providing experiences in science, social studies, arts,
health and physical education, and a world language other than
English;

(iv) Acquiring large and small motor skills;

(v) Acquiring social and emotional skills including successful
participation in learning activities as an individual and as part of a
group; and

(vi) Learning through hands-on experiences;

(c) Establish learning environments that are developmentally
appropriate and promote creativity;

(d) Demonstrate strong connections and communication with early
learning community providers; and

(e) Participate in kindergarten program readiness activities with
early learning providers and parents.

(2) (a) It is the intent of the legislature that administration of
the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills as required
in this subsection (2) and RCW 28A.655.080 replace administration of
other assessments being required by school districts or that other
assessments only be administered if they seek to obtain information
not covered by the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing
skills.

(b) In addition to the requirements in subsection (1) of this
section and to the extent funds are available, beginning with the
2011-12 school year on a voluntary basis, schools must identify the
skills, knowledge, and characteristics of kindergarten students at the
beginning of the school year in order to support social-emotional,
physical, and cognitive growth and development of individual children;
support early learning provider and parent involvement; and inform
instruction. Kindergarten teachers shall administer the Washington
kindergarten inventory of developing skills, as directed by the
superintendent of public instruction in consultation with the
department of children, youth, and families and in collaboration with
the nongovernmental private-public partnership designated in RCW
43.216.065, and report the results to the superintendent. The
superintendent shall share the results with the secretary of the
department of children, youth, and families.

(c) School districts shall provide an opportunity for parents and
guardians to excuse their children from participation in the
Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills.

(3) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the
superintendent of public instruction shall designate one or more
school districts to serve as resources and examples of best practices
in designing and operating a high quality all-day kindergarten
program. Designated school districts shall serve as lighthouse
programs and provide technical assistance to other school districts in
the initial stages of implementing an all-day kindergarten program.
Examples of topics addressed by the technical assistance include
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strategic planning, developing the instructional program and
curriculum, working with early learning providers to identify students
and communicate with parents, and developing kindergarten program
readiness activities. [2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 6 s 215; 2012 ¢ 51 s 1; 2011
c 340 s 1; 2010 ¢ 236 s 4; 2009 ¢ 548 s 107; 2007 c 400 s 2.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 6 ss 102, 104-115, 201-227,
301-337, 401-419, 501-513, 801-803, and 805-822: See note following
RCW 43.216.025.

Conflict with federal requirements—2017 3rd sp.s. c 6: See RCW
43.216.908.

Effective date—2011 ¢ 340 s 1: "Section 1 of this act takes
effect September 1, 2011." [2011 c 340 s 3.]

Effective date—2010 ¢ 236 ss 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14: See
note following RCW 28A.150.260.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Captions not 1aw—2007 c 400: See note following RCW 28A.150.210.

RCW 28A.150.320 Month of the kindergartner. September is the
month of the kindergartner. Each September elementary schools are
encouraged to determine a method to celebrate new kindergartners as
they begin their life in K-12 education. [2019 ¢ 179 s 1.]

RCW 28A.150.350 Part time students—Defined—Enrollment
authorized—Reimbursement for costs—Funding authority recognition—
Rules, regulations. (1) For purposes of this section, the following
definitions shall apply:

(a) "Private school student" shall mean any student enrolled full
time in a private school;

(b) "School" shall mean any primary, secondary or vocational
school;

(c) "School funding authority"™ shall mean any nonfederal
governmental authority which provides moneys to common schools;

(d) "Part time student" shall mean and include: Any student
enrolled in a course of instruction in a private school and taking
courses at and/or receiving ancillary services offered by any public
school not available in such private school; or any student who is not
enrolled in a private school and is receiving home-based instruction
under RCW 28A.225.010 which instruction includes taking courses at or
receiving ancillary services from the local school district or both;
or any student involved in any work training program and taking
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courses in any public school, which work training program is approved
by the school board of the district in which such school is located.

(2) The board of directors of any school district is authorized
and, in the same manner as for other public school students, shall
permit the enrollment of and provide ancillary services for part time
students: PROVIDED, That this section shall only apply to part time
students who would be otherwise eligible for full time enrollment in
the school district.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall recognize the
costs to each school district occasioned by enrollment of and/or
ancillary services provided for part time students authorized by
subsection (2) of this section and shall include such costs in the
distribution of funds to school districts pursuant to RCW 28A.150.260.
Each school district shall be reimbursed for the costs or a portion
thereof, occasioned by attendance of and/or ancillary services
provided for part time students on a part time basis, by the
superintendent of public instruction, according to law.

(4) Each school funding authority shall recognize the costs
occasioned to each school district by enrollment of and ancillary
services provided for part time students authorized by subsection (2)
of this section, and shall include said costs in funding the
activities of said school districts.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction is authorized to
adopt rules and regulations to carry out the purposes of RCW
28A.150.260 and 28A.150.350. [1990 ¢ 33 s 112; 1985 ¢ 441 s 5; 1977
ex.s. ¢ 359 s 8; 1972 ex.s. c 14 s 1; 1969 ex.s. c 217 s 4. Formerly
RCW 28A.41.145.]

Severability—1985 c 441: See note following RCW 28A.225.010.

Effective date—Severability—1977 ex.s. c 359: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Nonseverability—1972 ex.s. ¢ 14: "If any provision of this 1972
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is held invalid."™ [1972
ex.s. c 14 s 2.]

Program of basic education, RCW 28A.150.350 as part of: RCW
28A.150.200.

RCW 28A.150.360 Adjustments to meet emergencies. In the event
of an unforeseen emergency, in the nature of either an unavoidable
cost to a district or unexpected variation in anticipated revenues to
a district, the state superintendent is authorized, for not to exceed
two years, to make such an adjustment in the allocation of funds as is
consistent with the intent of this chapter, RCW 28A.160.150 through
28A.160.210, 28A.300.170, and 28A.500.010 in providing an equal
educational opportunity for the children of such district or
districts. [1995 ¢ 335 s 101; 1990 ¢ 33 s 113; 1969 ex.s. c 223 s
28A.41.150. Prior: 1965 ex.s. c 154 s 4. Formerly RCW 28A.41.150,
28.41.150.]
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Part headings, table of contents not law—1995 ¢ 335: "Part
headings and the table of contents as used in this act do not
constitute any part of the law." [1995 ¢ 335 s 805.]

RCW 28A.150.380 Appropriations by legislature. (1) The state
legislature shall, at each regular session in an odd-numbered year,
appropriate for the current use of the common schools such amounts as
needed for state support to school districts during the ensuing
biennium for the program of basic education under RCW 28A.150.200.

(2) In addition to those state funds provided to school districts
for basic education, the legislature may appropriate funds to be
distributed to school districts for other factors and for other
special programs to enhance or enrich the program of basic education.
[2012 1st sp.s. ¢ 10 s 3. Prior: 2009 c 548 s 110; 2009 c 479 s 16;
2001 ¢ 3 s 10 (Initiative Measure No. 728, approved November 7, 2000);
1995 ¢ 335 s 103; 1990 ¢ 33 s 115; 1980 c 6 s 3; 1969 ex.s. c 223 s
28A.41.050; prior: 1945 ¢ 141 s 2; Rem. Supp. 1945 s 4940-2. Formerly
RCW 28A.41.050, 28.41.050.]

Purpose—Construction—2012 1st sp.s. ¢ 10: See note following RCW
84.52.0531.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.

Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
Effective date—2009 c 479: See note following RCW 2.56.030.

Short title—Purpose—Intent—Construction—Effective dates—2001 c
3 (Initiative Measure No. 728): See notes following RCW 67.70.240.

Part headings, table of contents not 1law—1995 c 335: See note
following RCW 28A.150.360.

Severability—1980 c 6: See note following RCW 28A.515.320.

RCW 28A.150.390 Appropriations for special education programs.
(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall submit to each
regular session of the legislature during an odd-numbered year a
programmed budget request for special education programs for students
with disabilities. Funding for programs operated by local school
districts shall be on an excess cost basis from appropriations
provided by the legislature for special education programs for
students with disabilities and shall take account of state funds
accruing through RCW 28A.150.260 (4) (a), (5), (6), and (8) and
28A.150.415.

(2) The excess cost allocation to school districts shall be based
on the following:
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(a) A district's annual average head count enrollment of students
ages three and four and those five year olds not yet enrolled in
kindergarten who are eligible for and receiving special education,
multiplied by the district's base allocation per full-time equivalent
student, multiplied by 1.2;

(b) (1) Subject to the limitation in (b) (ii) of this subsection
(2), a district's annual average enrollment of resident students who
are eligible for and receiving special education, excluding students
ages three and four and those five year olds not yet enrolled in
kindergarten, multiplied by the district's base allocation per full-
time equivalent student, multiplied by the special education cost
multiplier rate of:

(A) Beginning in the 2020-21 school year, either:

(I) 1.0075 for students eligible for and receiving special
education and reported to be in the general education setting for 80
percent or more of the school day; or

(IT) 0.995 for students eligible for and receiving special
education and reported to be in the general education setting for less
than 80 percent of the school day;

(B) Beginning in the 2023-24 school year, either:

(I) 1.12 for students eligible for and receiving special
education and reported to be in the general education setting for 80
percent or more of the school day; or

(IT) 1.06 for students eligible for and receiving special
education and reported to be in the general education setting for less
than 80 percent of the school day.

(ii) If the enrollment percent exceeds 16 percent, the excess
cost allocation calculated under (b) (1) of this subsection must be
adjusted by multiplying the allocation by 16 percent divided by the
enrollment percent.

(3) As used in this section:

(a) "Base allocation" means the total state allocation to all
schools in the district generated by the distribution formula under
RCW 28A.150.260 (4) (a), (5), (6), and (8) and the allocation under RCW
28A.150.415, to be divided by the district's full-time equivalent
enrollment.

(b) "Basic education enrollment" means enrollment of resident
students including nonresident students enrolled under RCW 28A.225.225
and students from nonhigh districts enrolled under RCW 28A.225.210 and
excluding students residing in another district enrolled as part of an
interdistrict cooperative program under RCW 28A.225.250.

(c) "Enrollment percent”" means the district's resident annual
average enrollment of students who are eligible for and receiving
special education, excluding students ages three and four and those
five year olds not yet enrolled in kindergarten and students enrolled
in institutional education programs, as a percent of the district's
annual average full-time equivalent basic education enrollment. [2024
c 229 s 1; 2023 c 417 s 3; 2020 ¢ 90 s 3; 2019 c 387 s 4; 2018 c 266 s
102; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 406; 2010 c 236 s 3; 2009 c 548 s 108; 1995
c 77 s 6; 1994 c 180 s 8; 1993 c 149 s 9; 1990 ¢ 33 s 116; 1989 c 400
s 2; 1980 ¢ 87 s 5; 1971 ex.s. c 66 s 11. Formerly RCW 28A.41.053.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 90: See note following RCW 43.216.580.

Intent—Findings—2019 c 387: See note following RCW 28A.150.392.
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Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Effective date—2010 ¢ 236 ss 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14: See
note following RCW 28A.150.260.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Conflict with federal requirements—1994 c 180: "If any part of
this act is found to be in conflict with federal requirements that are
a prescribed condition to the allocation of federal funds to the
state, the conflicting part of this act is inoperative solely to the
extent of the conflict and with respect to the agencies directly
affected, and this finding does not affect the operation of the
remainder of this act in its application to the agencies concerned.
The rules under this act shall meet federal requirements that are a
necessary condition to the receipt of federal funds by the state."
[1994 ¢ 180 s 10.]

Severability—1994 ¢ 180: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1994 ¢ 180 s 11.]

Conflict with federal requirements—1993 c 149: "If any part of
this act is found to be in conflict with federal requirements that are
a prescribed condition to the allocation of federal funds to the
state, the conflicting part of this act is inoperative solely to the
extent of the conflict and with respect to the agencies directly
affected, and this finding does not affect the operation of the
remainder of this act in its application to the agencies concerned.
The rules under this act shall meet federal requirements that are a
necessary condition to the receipt of federal funds by the state."”
[1993 ¢ 149 s 12.]

Severability—1993 ¢ 149: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1993 c 149 s 13.]

Effective dates—1993 c 149: " (1) Sections 1 through 10 and 12
through 14 of this act are necessary for the immediate preservation of
the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately [April 30, 1993].

(2) Section 11 of this act takes effect September 1, 1993." [1993
c 149 s 15.]
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Intent—1989 ¢ 400: "The legislature finds that there is
increasing demand for school districts' special education programs to
include medical services necessary for handicapped children's
participation and educational progress. In some cases, these services
could qualify for federal funding under Title XIX of the social
security act. The legislature intends to establish a process for
school districts to obtain reimbursement for eligible services from
medical assistance funds. In this way, state dollars for handicapped
education can be leveraged to generate federal matching funds, thereby
increasing the overall level of resources available for school
districts' special education programs." [1989 c 400 s 1.]

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.150.392 Special education funding—Safety net awards—
Rules—District surveys and legislative report—Safety net oversight
committee—High-need students. (1) (a) To the extent necessary, funds
shall be made available for safety net awards for districts with
demonstrated needs for special education funding beyond the amounts
provided through the special education funding formula under RCW
28A.150.390.

(b) If the federal safety net awards based on the federal
eligibility threshold exceed the federal appropriation in any fiscal
year, then the superintendent shall expend all available federal
discretionary funds necessary to meet this need.

(2) Safety net funds shall be awarded by the state safety net
oversight committee subject to the following conditions and
limitations:

(a) The committee shall award additional funds for districts that
can convincingly demonstrate that all legitimate expenditures for
special education exceed all available revenues from state funding
formulas. When determining award eligibility and amounts|[,] the
committee shall limit its review to relevant documentation that
illustrates adherence to award criteria. The committee shall not make
determinations regarding the content of individualized education
programs beyond confirming documented and quantified services and
evidence of corresponding expenditures for which a school district
seeks reimbursement.

(b) In the determination of need, the committee shall consider
additional available revenues from federal sources.

(c) Differences in program costs attributable to district
philosophy, service delivery choice, or accounting practices are not a
legitimate basis for safety net awards.

(d) In the determination of need, the committee shall require
that districts demonstrate that they are maximizing their eligibility
for all state revenues related to services for students eligible for
special education and all federal revenues from federal impact aid,
medicaid, and the individuals with disabilities education act-Part B
and appropriate special projects. Awards associated with (e) and (f)
of this subsection shall not exceed the total of a district's specific
determination of need.

(e) The committee shall then consider the extraordinary high cost
needs of one or more individual students eligible for and receiving
special education. Differences in costs attributable to district
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philosophy, service delivery choice, or accounting practices are not a
legitimate basis for safety net awards.

(f) Using criteria developed by the committee, the committee
shall then consider extraordinary costs associated with communities
that draw a larger number of families with children in need of special
education services, which may include consideration of proximity to
group homes, military bases, and regional hospitals. Safety net awards
under this subsection (2) (f) shall be adjusted to reflect amounts
awarded under (e) of this subsection.

(g) The committee shall then consider the extraordinary high cost
needs of one or more individual students eligible for and receiving
special education served in residential schools, programs for
juveniles under the department of corrections, and programs for
juveniles operated by city and county jails to the extent they are
providing a secondary program of education.

(h) The maximum allowable indirect cost for calculating safety
net eligibility may not exceed the federal restricted indirect cost
rate for the district plus one percent.

(i) Safety net awards shall be adjusted based on the percent of
potential medicaid eligible students billed as calculated by the
superintendent of public instruction in accordance with chapter 318,
Laws of 1999.

(7J) Safety net awards must be adjusted for any unresolved audit
findings or exceptions related to special education funding. Safety
net awards may only be adjusted for errors in safety net applications
or individualized education programs that materially affect the
demonstration of need.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt such
rules and procedures as are necessary to administer the special
education funding and safety net award process. By December 1, 2018,
the superintendent shall review and revise the rules to achieve full
and complete implementation of the requirements of this subsection and
subsection (4) of this section including revisions to rules that
provide additional flexibility to access community impact awards.
Before revising any standards, procedures, or rules, the
superintendent shall consult with the office of financial management
and the fiscal committees of the legislature. In adopting and revising
the rules, the superintendent shall ensure the application process to
access safety net funding is streamlined, timelines for submission are
not in conflict, feedback to school districts is timely and provides
sufficient information to allow school districts to understand how to
correct any deficiencies in a safety net application, and that there
is consistency between awards approved by school district and by
application period. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall also provide technical assistance to school
districts in preparing and submitting special education safety net
applications.

(4) (a) On an annual basis, the superintendent shall survey
districts regarding their satisfaction with the safety net process and
consider feedback from districts to improve the safety net process.
Each year by December 1st, the superintendent shall prepare and submit
a report to the office of financial management and the appropriate
policy and fiscal committees of the legislature that summarizes the
survey results and those changes made to the safety net process as a
result of the school district feedback.

(b) By December 1, 2024, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction must develop a survey requesting specific feedback
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on the safety net application process from school districts with 3,000
or fewer students. The survey must include, at a minimum, questions
regarding the average amount of time school district staff spend
gathering safety net application data, filling out application forms,
and correcting application deficiencies. The survey must also include
questions to help identify which application components are the most
challenging and time consuming for school districts to complete. By
December 1, 2025, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction must use this feedback to implement a simplified,
standardized safety net application for all school districts that
reduces barriers to safety net funding.

(5) The safety net oversight committee appointed by the
superintendent of public instruction shall consist of:

(a) One staff member from the office of the superintendent of
public instruction;

(b) Staff of the office of the state auditor who shall be
nonvoting members of the committee; and

(c) One or more representatives from school districts or
educational service districts knowledgeable of special education
programs and funding.

(6) (a) Beginning in the 2019-20 school year, a high-need student
is eligible for safety net awards from state funding under subsection
(2) (e) and (g) of this section if the student's individualized
education program costs exceed two and three-tenths times the average
per-pupil expenditure as defined in Title 20 U.S.C. Sec. 7801, the
every student succeeds act of 2015.

(b) Beginning in the 2023-24 school year, a high-need student is
eligible for safety net awards from state funding under subsection
(2) (e) and (g) of this section if the student's individualized
education program costs exceed:

(1) 2 times the average per-pupil expenditure, for school
districts with fewer than 1,000 full-time equivalent students;

(ii) 2.2 times the average per-pupil expenditure, for school
districts with 1,000 or more full-time equivalent students.

(c) For purposes of (b) of this subsection, "average per-pupil
expenditure" has the same meaning as in 20 U.S.C. Sec. 7801, the every
student succeeds act of 2015, and excludes safety net funding provided
in this section. [2024 ¢ 127 s 2; 2023 ¢ 417 s 4; 2019 ¢ 387 s 2;
2018 ¢ 266 s 106; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 407; 2009 c 548 s 109.]

Finding—Intent—2024 ¢ 127: "The legislature recognizes that the
special education safety net is an important funding resource for
school districts that serve high-need students requiring extraordinary
high-cost services. However, the legislature finds that the current
safety net application requirements are burdensome to school
districts, especially those with limited staff, and may discourage
school districts from applying for funding. School districts have
reported that, as part of the application process, individualized
education programs are rigorously analyzed beyond what is necessary to
confirm a legitimate demonstration of need, and safety net awards are
reduced by up to 45 percent for errors. This practice undermines the
expertise of the individualized education program team members,
creates barriers to funding for school districts with limited
resources, and fails to accurately reimburse school districts for
legitimate expenditures. Therefore, the legislature intends to clarify
the responsibilities of the safety net oversight committee in
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reviewing applications and prohibit award reductions for nonmaterial
errors. The legislature also intends to simplify the application
process to reduce administrative barriers and increase funding
accessibility." [2024 c 127 s 1.]

Intent—Findings—2019 c¢ 387: "The legislature intends to provide
the funding necessary to support a comprehensive and responsive
education system that fully addresses the needs of students with
disabilities eligible for special education. Under the current funding
model, students with disabilities eligible for special education are
funded as basic education students first, with additional funding
provided through a statewide multiplier intended to meet the
additional needs of each student as established in the student's
individualized education program. Additionally, a safety net
administered by the office of the superintendent of public instruction
is available for school districts that demonstrate significant extra
need beyond what they receive from the base funding formula.

The legislature notes that school districts across the state have
identified the need for additional resources to create the educational
environment necessary to give every student with an individualized
education program the opportunity to succeed. It is the legislature's
intent to provide immediate relief to school district special
education programs by enhancing the supplemental funding school
districts receive for every student in the program of special
education and to provide easier access to the safety net when those
base funds are not adequate." [2019 ¢ 387 s 1.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

RCW 28A.150.400 Apportionment factors to be based on current
figures—Rules and regulations. State and county funds which may
become due and apportionable to school districts shall be apportioned
in such a manner that any apportionment factors used shall utilize
data and statistics derived in the school year that such funds are
paid: PROVIDED, That the superintendent of public instruction may make
necessary administrative provision for the use of estimates, and
corresponding adjustments to the extent necessary: PROVIDED FURTHER,
That as to those revenues used in determining the amount of state
funds to be apportioned to school districts pursuant to RCW
28A.150.250, any apportionment factors shall utilize data and
statistics derived in an annual period established pursuant to rules
and regulations promulgated by the superintendent of public
instruction in cooperation with the department of revenue. [1990 ¢ 33
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s 117; 1972 ex.s. c 26 s 3; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 223 s 28A.41.055. Prior: 1955
c 350 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.41.055, 28.41.055.]

Severability—1972 ex.s. ¢ 26: "If any provision of this act, or
its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1972 ex.s. c 26 s 4.]

RCW 28A.150.410 Basic education certificated instructional staff
—Salary allocation methodology—Adjustments for regional differences—
Review and rebasing of regionalization factors. (1) Through the
2017-18 school year, the legislature shall establish for each school
year in the appropriations act a statewide salary allocation schedule,
for allocation purposes only, to be used to distribute funds for basic
education certificated instructional staff salaries under RCW
28A.150.260. For the purposes of this section, the staff allocations
for classroom teachers, teacher-librarians, counselors, and student
health services staff under RCW 28A.150.260 are considered allocations
for certificated instructional staff.

(2) Through the 2017-18 school year, salary allocations for
state-funded basic education certificated instructional staff shall be
calculated by the superintendent of public instruction by determining
the district's average salary for certificated instructional staff,
using the statewide salary allocation schedule and related documents,
conditions, and limitations established by the omnibus appropriations
act.

(3) Through the 2017-18 school year, no more than 90 college
quarter-hour credits received by any employee after the baccalaureate
degree may be used to determine compensation allocations under the
state salary allocation schedule and LEAP documents referenced in the
omnibus appropriations act, or any replacement schedules and
documents, unless:

(a) The employee has a master's degree; or

(b) The credits were used in generating state salary allocations
before January 1, 1992.

(4) Beginning in the 2007-08 school year and through the 2017-18
school year, the calculation of years of service for occupational
therapists, physical therapists, speech-language pathologists,
audiologists, nurses, social workers, counselors, and psychologists
regulated under Title 18 RCW may include experience in schools and
other nonschool positions as occupational therapists, physical
therapists, speech-language pathologists, audiologists, nurses, social
workers, counselors, or psychologists. The calculation shall be that
one year of service in a nonschool position counts as one year of
service for purposes of this chapter, up to a limit of two years of
nonschool service. Nonschool years of service included in calculations
under this subsection shall not be applied to service credit totals
for purposes of any retirement benefit under chapter 41.32, 41.35, or
41.40 RCW, or any other state retirement system benefits.

(5) By the 2018-19 school year, the minimum state allocation for
salaries for certificated instructional staff in the basic education
program must be increased to provide a statewide average allocation of
$64,000 adjusted for inflation from the 2017-18 school year.

(6) By the 2018-19 school year, the minimum state allocation for
salaries for certificated administrative staff in the basic education
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program must be increased to provide a statewide average allocation of
$95,000 adjusted for inflation from the 2017-18 school year.

(7) By the 2018-19 school year, the minimum state allocation for
salaries for classified staff in the basic education program must be
increased to provide a statewide average allocation of $45,912
adjusted by inflation from the 2017-18 school year.

(8) For school year 2018-19, a district's minimum state
allocation for salaries is the greater of the district's 2017-18 state
salary allocation, adjusted for inflation, or the district's
allocation based on the state salary level specified in subsections
(5) through (7) of this section, and as further specified in the
omnibus appropriations act.

(9) Beginning with the 2018-19 school year, state allocations for
salaries for certificated instructional staff, certificated
administrative staff, and classified staff must be adjusted for
regional differences in the cost of hiring staff. Adjustments for
regional differences must be specified in the omnibus appropriations
act for each school year through at least school year 2022-23. For
school years 2018-19 through school year 2022-23, the school district
regionalization factors are based on the median single-family
residential value of each school district and proximate school
district median single-family residential value as described in RCW
28A.150.412.

(10) Beginning with the 2023-24 school year and every four years
thereafter, the minimum state salary allocations and school district
regionalization factors for certificated instructional staff,
certificated administrative staff, and classified staff must be
reviewed and rebased, as provided under RCW 28A.150.412, to ensure
that state salary allocations continue to align with staffing costs
for the state's program of basic education.

(11) For the purposes of this section, "inflation"™ has the
meaning provided in RCW 28A.400.205 for "inflationary adjustment
index." [2022 ¢ 109 s 7; 2018 c 266 s 202; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 101;
2010 ¢ 236 s 10; 2007 ¢ 403 s 1; 2002 ¢ 353 s 1; 1997 c 141 s 1; 1990
c 33 s 118; 1989 1st ex.s. c 16 s 1; 1987 3rd ex.s. ¢ 1 s 4; 1987 1st
ex.s. ¢ 2 s 204. Formerly RCW 28A.41.112.]

Effective date—2022 ¢ 109 ss 3, 6, and 7: See note following RCW
28A.150.260.

Intent—2022 ¢ 109: See note following RCW 28A.300.476.

Finding—Intent—2018 c 266: "The legislature recognizes that
Initiative Measure No. 1433 was approved by the voters of the state of
Washington in 2016 requiring employers to provide paid sick leave to
each of its employees. The legislature acknowledges that the enactment
of this initiative contributes to the costs of operations of the
state's public schools and intends to provide funding in the omnibus
appropriations act to support school districts with these additional
costs." [2018 c 266 s 201.]

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: "The state must provide education
funding that corresponds to the cost of providing all students with
the opportunity to learn through the state's statutory program of
basic education. In chapter 548, Laws of 2009 (Engrossed Substitute
House Bill No. 2261) and chapter 236, Laws of 2010 (Substitute House
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Bill No. 2776), the state established a comprehensive plan for
enhancing the state's program of basic education. With this act, the
legislature intends to realize the promise of these reforms and to
improve student outcomes by increasing state allocations for school
staff salaries, by revising state and local education funding
contributions, and by improving transparency and accountability of
education funding." [2017 3rd sp.s. c¢ 13 s 1.]

Effective date—2010 ¢ 236 ss 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14: See
note following RCW 28A.150.260.

Effective date—2002 ¢ 353: "This act takes effect September 1,
2002."™ [2002 ¢ 353 s 3.]

Intent—Severability—Effective date—1987 1lst ex.s. c 2: See
notes following RCW 84.52.0531.

RCW 28A.150.412 Basic education compensation allocations—Rebase
and review—Revision of minimum allocations and regionalization
factors—Regionalization factors—Definitions. (1) Beginning with the
2023 regular legislative session, and every four years thereafter, the
legislature shall review and rebase state basic education compensation
allocations compared to school district compensation data,
regionalization factors, what inflationary measure is the most
representative of actual market experience for school districts, and
other economic information. The legislature shall revise the minimum
allocations, regionalization factors, and inflationary measure if
necessary to ensure that state basic education allocations continue to
provide market-rate salaries and that regionalization adjustments
reflect actual economic differences between school districts.

(2) (a) For school districts with single-family residential values
above the statewide median residential value, regionalization factors
for school years 2018-19 through school year 2022-23 are as follows:

(i) For school districts in tercile 1, state salary allocations
for school district employees are regionalized by six percent;

(ii) For school districts in tercile 2, state salary allocations
for school district employees are regionalized by 12 percent; and

(iii) For school districts in tercile 3, state salary allocations
for school district employees are regionalized by 18 percent.

(b) In addition to the regionalization factors specified in (a)
of this subsection, school districts located west of the crest of the
Cascade mountains and sharing a boundary with any school district with
a regionalization factor more than one tercile higher, are
regionalized by six additional percentage points.

(c) In addition to the regionalization factors specified in this
subsection, for school districts that have certificated instructional
staff median years of experience that exceed the statewide average
certificated instructional staff years of experience and a ratio of
certificated instructional staff advanced degrees to bachelor degrees
above the statewide ratio, an experience factor of four percentage
points is added to the regionalization factor, beginning in the
2019-20 school year.

(d) Additional school district adjustments are identified in the
omnibus appropriations act, and these adjustments are partially
reduced or eliminated by the 2022-23 school year as follows:
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(1) Adjustments that increase the regionalization factor to a
value that is greater than the tercile 3 regionalization factor must
be reduced by two percentage points each school year beginning with
school year 2020-21, through 2022-23.

(ii) Adjustments that increase the regionalization factor to a
value that is less than or equal to the tercile 3 regionalization
factor must be reduced by one percentage point each school year
beginning with school year 2020-21, through 2022-23.

(3) To aid the legislature in reviewing and rebasing
regionalization factors, the department of revenue shall, by November
1, 2022, and by November 1lst every four years thereafter, determine
the median single-family residential value of each school district and
the median single-family residential value of each school district
including any other school district that is proximate to the school
district for which the median residential value is being calculated.

(4) No district may receive less state funding for the minimum
state salary allocation as compared to its prior school year salary
allocation as a result of adjustments that reflect updated
regionalized salaries.

(5) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(a) "Median residential value of each school district" means the
median value of all single-family residential parcels included within
a school district.

(b) "Proximate to the school district" means within 15 miles of
the boundary of the school district for which the median residential
value 1is being calculated.

(c) "School district employees" means state-funded certificated
instructional staff, certificated administrative staff, and classified
staff.

(d) "School districts in tercile 1" means school districts with
median single-family residential values in the first tercile of
districts with single-family residential values above the statewide
median residential value.

(e) "School districts in tercile 2" means school districts with
median single-family residential values in the second tercile of
districts with single-family residential values above the statewide
median residential value.

(f) "School districts in tercile 3" means school districts with
median single-family residential values in the third tercile of
districts with single-family residential values above the statewide
median residential value.

(g) "Statewide median residential value" means the median value
of single-family residential parcels located within all school
districts, reduced by five percent. [2024 ¢ 252 s 1; 2018 c 266 s
203; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s 104.]

Finding—Intent—2018 c 266: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

RCW 28A.150.413 Finding—Local levy authority—Local effort
assistance—Value—Restriction. (1) The legislature finds that while

the state has the responsibility to provide for a general and uniform
system of public schools, there is also a need for some diversity in
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the public school system. A successful system of public education must
permit some variation among school districts outside the basic
education provided for by the state to respond to and reflect the
unique desires of local communities. The opportunity for local
communities to invest in enriched education programs promotes support
for local public schools. Further, the ability of local school
districts to experiment with enriched programs can inform the
legislature's long-term evolution of the definition of basic
education. Therefore, local levy authority remains an important
component of the overall finance system in support of the public
schools even though it is outside the state's obligation for basic
education and, after September 1, 2019, is restricted to enrichment
purposes under RCW 28A.150.276.

(2) However, the value of permitting local levies must be
balanced with the value of equity and fairness to students and to
taxpayers, neither of whom should be unduly disadvantaged due to
differences in the tax bases used to support local levies. Equity and
fairness require both an equitable basis for supplemental funding
outside basic education and a mechanism for property tax-poor school
districts to fairly access supplemental funding. As such, local effort
assistance, while also outside the state's obligation for basic
education, 1s another important component of school finance. [2017
3rd sp.s. ¢ 13 s 208; 2009 c 548 s 301. Formerly RCW 28A.500.050.]

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.
Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

RCW 28A.150.414 Locally determined compensation plans for
certificated instructional staff-—Model salary grid—Stakeholder
technical working group. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
must convene and facilitate a stakeholder technical working group to
develop a model salary grid for school district use in developing
locally determined compensation plans for certificated instructional
staff.

(2) The grid is intended to be used as a resource by school
districts in determining local salaries in the collective bargaining
process, and it is intended to provide guidance to districts in hiring
staff based on the allocation methodology, regionalization
adjustments, and compensation restrictions in chapter 13, Laws of 2017
3rd sp. sess. However, districts are not required to use this grid in
bargaining or determining actual salaries.

(3) Membership of the technical working group convened by the
superintendent of public instruction may include, but is not limited
to, one school district administrator each from an urban and a rural
district east of the crest of the Cascade mountains and from an urban
and a rural district west of the crest of the Cascade mountains, a
representative of an organization representing school district
certificated instructional staff, and a representative of an
educational service district.
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(4) The superintendent of public instruction must provide the
initial model grid to the governor and the appropriate policy and
fiscal committees of the legislature for their review by December 1,
2017. The superintendent of public instruction must post the model
grid on the website for the office of the superintendent of public
instruction.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction may reconvene the
technical working group to update the model grid based on future
legislative changes to methodologies for allocating and regionalizing
salaries for certificated instructional staff. [2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s
107.1]

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

RCW 28A.150.415 Professional learning days—Funding. (1)
Beginning with the 2018-19 school year, the legislature shall begin
phasing in funding for professional learning days for certificated
instructional staff. At a minimum, the state must allocate funding
for:

a) One professional learning day in the 2018-19 school year;
(b) Two professional learning days in the 2019-20 school year;
and

(c) Three professional learning days in the 2020-21 school year.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
calculate each school district's professional learning allocation as
provided in subsection (1) of this section separate from the minimum
state allocation for salaries as specified in RCW 28A.150.410 and
associated fringe benefits on the apportionment reports provided to
each school district. The professional learning allocation shall be
equal to the proportional increase resulting from adding the
professional learning days provided in subsection (1) of this section
to the required minimum number of school days in RCW 28A.150.220(5) (a)
applied to the school district's minimum state allocation for salaries
and associated fringe benefits for certificated instructional staff as
specified in the omnibus operating appropriations act. Professional
learning allocations shall be included in per-pupil calculations, such
as special education, for programs funded on a per-pupil basis.

(3) Nothing in this section entitles an individual certificated
instructional staff to any particular number of professional learning
days.

(4) The professional learning days must meet the definitions and
standards provided in RCW 28A.415.430, 28A.415.432, and 28A.415.434.
[2019 ¢ 387 s 3; 2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13 s 105.]

Intent—Findings—2019 c 387: See note following RCW 28A.150.392.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

RCW 28A.150.420 Reimbursement for classes provided outside
regular school year. The superintendent of public instruction shall
establish procedures to allow school districts to claim basic
education allocation funds for students attending classes that are
provided outside the regular school year to the extent such attendance
is in lieu of attendance during the regular school year: PROVIDED,
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That nothing in this section shall be construed to alter the basic
education allocation for which the district is otherwise eligible.
[1989 ¢ 233 s 10. Formerly RCW 28A.41.172.]

RCW 28A.150.500 Educational agencies offering vocational
education programs—Local advisory committees—Advice on current job
needs. (1) Each local education agency or college district offering
vocational educational programs shall establish local advisory
committees to provide that agency or district with advice on current
job needs and on the courses necessary to meet these needs.

(2) The local program committees shall:

(a) Participate in the determination of program goals;

(b) Review and evaluate program curricula, equipment, and
effectiveness;

(c) Include representatives of business and labor who reflect the
local industry, and the community; and

(d) Actively consult with other representatives of business,
industry, labor, and agriculture. [1991 ¢ 238 s 76.]

RCW 28A.150.510 Transmittal of education records—Disclosure of
education records—Data-sharing agreements. (1) In order to
effectively serve students who are the subject of a dependency
proceeding, education records shall be transmitted to the department
of children, youth, and families, the appropriate federally recognized
Indian tribe, or the state agency responsible for the implementation
of the unaccompanied refugee minors program within two school days
after receiving the request from the department, federally recognized
Indian tribe, or state agency provided that the department, the
appropriate federally recognized Indian tribe, or the state agency
responsible for the implementation of the unaccompanied refugee minors
program certifies that it will not disclose to any other party the
education records without prior written consent of the parent or
student unless authorized to disclose the records under state law. The
department of children, youth, and families is authorized to disclose
education records it obtains pursuant to this section to a foster
parent, guardian, or other entity authorized by the department to
provide residential care to the student. The department is also
authorized to disclose educational [education] records it obtains
pursuant to this section to those entities with which it has
contracted, or with which it is formally collaborating, having
responsibility for educational support services and educational
outcomes of students who are the subject of a dependency proceeding
pursuant to chapter 13.34 RCW. The department is encouraged to put in
place data-sharing agreements to assure accountability.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "students who are the
subject of a dependency proceeding" means a child or youth who is
located in Washington state, and who is:

(a) The subject of a shelter care or dependency order issued
pursuant to chapter 13.34 RCW or an equivalent order of a tribal court
of a federally recognized Indian tribe; or

(b) Eligible for benefits under the federal foster care system as
defined in RCW 28B.117.020. [2022 ¢ 78 s 1; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 6 s 336;
2012 ¢ 163 s 9; 2008 c 297 s 5; 2000 c 88 s 1.]
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Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 6 ss 102, 104-115, 201-227,
301-337, 401-419, 501-513, 801-803, and 805-822: See note following
RCW 43.216.025.

Conflict with federal requirements—2017 3rd sp.s. c 6: See RCW
43.216.908.

Findings—Effective date—2012 c 163: See notes following RCW
28B.117.010.

RCW 28A.150.515 High school directory information—Transmittal
to the office of the superintendent of public instruction. (1)
Beginning in 2024, each school district that operates a high school
shall annually transmit directory information for all enrolled high
school students to the office of the superintendent of public
instruction by November 1st.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction must
hold the high school student directory information collected under
this section and make the information available for the Washington
student achievement council and institutions of higher education in
accordance with RCW 28B.10.041.

(3) By no later than the beginning of the 2025-26 school year,
the office of the superintendent of public instruction shall identify
a process for making information provided in accordance with RCW
28B.10.041(2) on a student's enrollment in an institution of higher
education available to the student's school district. The process
identified under this subsection (3) must require that information
provided to school districts include the statewide student identifier
for each student.

(4) In transmitting student information under this section,
school districts must comply with the consent procedures under RCW
28A.605.030, the federal family educational and privacy rights act of
1974 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232qg), and all applicable rules and regulations.

(5) The student directory information data collected under this
section is solely for the following purposes:

(a) Providing information related to college awareness and
admissions at institutions of higher education in accordance with RCW
28B.10.041;

(b) Providing information related to postsecondary financial aid
and educational opportunities in accordance with RCW 28B.10.041; and

(c) Providing enrollment and outcome information to the office of
the superintendent of public instruction and to school districts
related to students from their respective school district under
subsection (3) of this section.

(6) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Directory information" means the names, addresses, email
addresses, and telephone numbers of students and their parents or
legal guardians; and

(b) "Statewide student identifier" has the same meaning as in RCW
28B.10.041. [2024 c 324 s 2; 2023 c 406 s 2.]

RCW 28A.150.520 High-performance public buildings—Compliance
with requirements. Public school districts must comply with high-
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performance public building[s] requirements under RCW 39.35D.010,
39.35D.020, 39.35D.040, 39.35D.060, and 28A.150.530. [2005 c 12 s 9.]

RCW 28A.150.530 High-performance public buildings—
Implementation rules—Energy conservation report review. (1) In
adopting implementation rules, the superintendent of public
instruction, in consultation with the department of enterprise
services, shall review and modify the current requirement for an
energy conservation report review by the department of enterprise
services.

(2) In adopting implementation rules, the superintendent of
public instruction shall:

(a) Review and modify the current requirements for value
engineering, constructibility review, and building commissioning;

(b) Review private and public utility providers' capacity and
financial/technical assistance programs for affected public school
districts to monitor and report utility consumption for purposes of
reporting to the superintendent of public instruction as provided in
RCW 39.35D.040;

(c) Coordinate with the department of enterprise services, the
state board of health, the department of ecology, federal agencies,
and other affected agencies as appropriate in their consideration of
rules to implement this section. [2015 ¢ 225 s 26; 2006 c 263 s 326;
2005 ¢ 12 s 7.]

Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.230.

RCW 28A.150.540 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class
districts. Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws
in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. [2011 ¢ 45 s 3.]

Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following
RCW 28A.330.250.

RCW 28A.150.550 Statewide indicators of educational system
health—Disaggregation—Use of indicators—Status reports. (1) The
following statewide indicators of educational system health are
established:

(a) The percentage of students demonstrating the characteristics
of entering kindergartners in all six areas identified by the
Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills administered in
accordance with RCW 28A.655.080;

(b) The percentage of students meeting the standard on the fourth
grade statewide reading assessment administered in accordance with RCW
28A.655.070;

(c) The percentage of students meeting the standard on the eighth
grade statewide mathematics assessment administered in accordance with
RCW 28A.655.070;

(d) The four-year cohort high school graduation rate;

(e) The percentage of high school graduates who during the second
quarter after graduation are either enrolled in postsecondary
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education or training or are employed, and the percentage during the
fourth quarter after graduation who are either enrolled in
postsecondary education or training or are employed; and

(f) The percentage of students enrolled in precollege or remedial
courses in college.

(2) The statewide indicators established in subsection (1) of
this section shall be disaggregated as provided under RCW 28A.300.042.

(3) The state board of education, with assistance from the office
of the superintendent of public instruction, the workforce training
and education coordinating board, the educational opportunity gap
oversight and accountability committee, and the student achievement
council, shall establish a process for identifying realistic but
challenging systemwide performance goals and measurements, if
necessary, for each of the indicators established in subsection (1) of
this section, including for subcategories of students as provided
under subsection (2) of this section. The performance goal for each
indicator must be set on a biennial basis, and may only be adjusted
upward.

(4) The state board of education, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, and the student achievement
council shall each align their strategic planning and education reform
efforts with the statewide indicators and performance goals
established under this section.

(5) (a) The state board of education, with assistance from the
office of the superintendent of public instruction, the workforce
training and education coordinating board, the educational opportunity
gap oversight and accountability committee, and the student
achievement council, shall submit a report on the status of each
indicator in subsection (1) of this section and recommend revised
performance goals and measurements, if necessary, by December 1lst of
each even-numbered year, except that the initial report establishing
baseline values and initial goals shall be delivered to the education
committees of the legislature by December 1, 2013.

(b) If the educational system is not on target to meet the
performance goals on any individual indicator, the report must
recommend evidence-based reforms intended to improve student
achievement in that area.

(c) To the extent data is available, the performance goals for
each indicator must be compared with national data in order to
identify whether Washington student achievement results are within the
top ten percent nationally or are comparable to results in peer states
with similar characteristics as Washington. If comparison data show
that Washington students are falling behind national peers on any
indicator, the report must recommend evidence-based reforms targeted
at addressing the indicator in question. [2013 ¢ 282 s 2.]

Intent—2013 ¢ 282: " (1) The legislature acknowledges that
multiple entities, including the state board of education, the office
of the superintendent of public instruction, the workforce training
and education coordinating board, the quality education council, and
the student achievement council, are actively working on efforts to
identify measurable goals and priorities, road maps, and strategic
plans for the entire educational system. It is not the legislature's
intent to undermine or curtail the ongoing work of these groups.
However, the legislature believes that a coordinated single set of
statewide goals would help focus these efforts.
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(2) It is, therefore, the intent of the legislature to establish
a discrete set of statewide data points that will serve as snapshots
of the overall health of the educational system and as a means for
evaluating progress in achieving the outcomes set for the system and
the students it serves. By monitoring these statewide indicators over
time, it is the intent of the legislature to understand whether reform
efforts and investments are making positive progress in the overall
education of students and whether adjustments are necessary. Finally,
it is the intent of the legislature to align the education reform
efforts of each state education agency in order to hold each part of
the system - statewide leaders, school personnel, and students -
accountable to the same definitions of success." [2013 ¢ 282 s 1.]

RCW 28A.150.560 Special education—Allocation and cost
accounting methodology—Annual accounting to legislature. (1) It is
the policy of the state that for purposes of state funding
allocations, students eligible for and receiving special education
generate the full basic education allocation under RCW 28A.150.260
and, as a class, are to receive the benefits of this allocation for
the entire school day, as defined in RCW 28A.150.203, whether the
student is placed in the general education setting or another setting.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop an
allocation and cost accounting methodology that ensures state general
apportionment funding for students who receive their basic education
services primarily in an alternative classroom or setting are prorated
and allocated to the special education program and accounted for
before calculating special education excess costs. Nothing in this
section requires districts to provide services in a manner
inconsistent with the student's individualized education program or
other than in the least restrictive environment as determined by the
individualized education program team.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall provide the
legislature with an accounting of prorated general apportionment
allocations provided to special education programs broken down by
school district by January 1, 2024, and then every January lst of odd-
numbered years thereafter. [2023 ¢ 417 s 6.]
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RCW 28A.155.010 Purpose. It is the purpose of RCW 28A.155.010
through 28A.155.160, 28A.160.030, and 28A.150.390 to ensure that all
children with disabilities as defined in RCW 28A.155.020 shall have
the opportunity for an appropriate education at public expense as
guaranteed to them by the Constitution of this state and applicable
federal laws. [2007 ¢ 115 s 1; 1995 ¢ 77 s 7; 1990 ¢ 33 s 120; 1971
ex.s. ¢ 66 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.13.005.]

Severability—1971 ex.s. ¢ 66: "If any provision of this 1971
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.”™ [1971
ex.s. ¢ 66 s 13.]

Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 66: "This 1971 amendatory act will
take effect July 1, 1973." [1971 ex.s. c 66 s 14.]

RCW 28A.155.020 Administration of program in the office of the
superintendent of public instruction—Adoption of definitions by rule—
Local school district powers not limited. There is established in the
office of the superintendent of public instruction an administrative
section or unit for the education of children with disabilities who
require special education.

Students with disabilities are those children whether enrolled in
school or not who through an evaluation process are determined
eligible for special education due to a disability.

In accordance with part B of the federal individuals with
disabilities education improvement act and any other federal or state
laws relating to the provision of special education services, the
superintendent of public instruction shall require each school
district in the state to insure an appropriate educational opportunity
for all children with disabilities between the ages of three and
twenty-one, but when the twenty-first birthday occurs during the
school year, the educational program may be continued until the end of
that school year. The superintendent of public instruction, by rule,
shall establish for the purpose of excess cost funding, as provided in
RCW 28A.150.390, 28A.160.030, and 28A.155.010 through 28A.155.160,
functional definitions of special education, the various types of
disabling conditions, and eligibility criteria for special education
programs for children with disabilities, including referral
procedures, use of positive behavior interventions, the education
curriculum and statewide or district-wide assessments, parent and
district requests for special education due process hearings, and
procedural safeguards. For the purposes of RCW 28A.155.010 through
28A.155.160, an appropriate education is defined as an education
directed to the unique needs, abilities, and limitations of the
children with disabilities who are enrolled either full time or part
time in a school district. School districts are strongly encouraged to
provide parental training in the care and education of the children
and to involve parents in the classroom.

Nothing in this section shall prohibit the establishment or
continuation of existing cooperative programs between school districts
or contracts with other agencies approved by the superintendent of
public instruction, which can meet the obligations of school districts
to provide education for children with disabilities, or prohibit the
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continuation of needed related services to school districts by the
department of social and health services.

This section shall not be construed as in any way limiting the
powers of local school districts set forth in RCW 28A.155.070. [2015
c 206 s 2; 2007 ¢ 115 s 2; 1995 ¢ 77 s 8; 1990 c 33 s 121; 1985 c 341
s 4; 1984 ¢ 160 s 1; 1971 ex.s. c 66 s 2; 1969 ex.s. c 2 s 2; 1969
ex.s. Cc 223 s 28A.13.010. Prior: 1951 ¢ 92 s 1; prior: (i) 1943 c 120
s 1; Rem. Supp. 1943 s 4679-25. (ii) 1943 ¢ 120 s 2, part; Rem. Supp.
1943 s 4679-26, part. Formerly RCW 28A.13.010, 28.13.010.]

Finding—2015 ¢ 206: "The legislature finds that there is no
educational or therapeutic benefit to children from physically
restraining or isolating them as part of their public school programs
when not necessary for immediate safety. The use of seclusion or
restraints in nonemergency situations poses significant physical and
psychological danger to students and school staff. The legislature
declares that it is the policy of the state of Washington to prohibit
the planned use of aversive interventions, to promote positive
interventions when a student with disabilities is determined to need
specially designed instruction to address behavior, and to prohibit
schools from physically restraining or isolating any student except
when the student's behavior poses an imminent likelihood of serious
harm to that student or another person." [2015 c 206 s 1.]

Effective date—1985 ¢ 341 ss 4 and 13: "Sections 4 and 13 of
this act shall take effect August 1, 1985." [1985 ¢ 341 s 18.]

Severability—1984 ¢ 160: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1984 c 160 s 6.]

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.155.030 Division administrative officer—Duties. The
superintendent of public instruction shall employ an administrative
officer of the division. The administrative officer, under the
direction of the superintendent of public instruction, shall
coordinate and supervise the program of special education for eligible
children with disabilities in the school districts of the state. He or
she shall ensure that school districts provide an appropriate
educational opportunity for all children with disabilities in need of
special education and related services and shall coordinate with the
state secretary of social and health services and with county and
regional officers on cases where related services are available for
children with disabilities. [2007 ¢ 115 s 3; 1995 ¢ 77 s 9; 1990 c¢ 33
s 122; 1975 1st ex.s. c 275 s 52; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 10 s 1. Prior: 1971
ex.s. c 66 s 3; 1971 c 48 s 3; 1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.13.020; prior:
1943 ¢ 120 s 3; Rem. Supp. 1943 s 4679-27. Formerly RCW 28A.13.020,
28.13.020.]

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.
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RCW 28A.155.040 Authority of districts—Participation of
department of social and health services. The board of directors of
each school district, for the purpose of compliance with the
provisions of RCW 28A.150.390, 28A.160.030, and 28A.155.010 through
28A.155.160 and chapter 28A.190 RCW, shall cooperate with the
superintendent of public instruction and with the administrative
officer and shall provide an appropriate educational opportunity to
children with disabilities, as defined in RCW 28A.155.020, in regular
or special school facilities within the district or shall contract for
such services with other agencies as provided in RCW 28A.155.060 or
shall participate in an interdistrict arrangement in accordance with
RCW 28A.335.160 and 28A.225.220 and/or 28A.225.250 and 28A.225.260.

In carrying out their responsibilities under this chapter, school
districts severally or jointly with the approval of the superintendent
of public instruction are authorized to support and/or contract for
residential schools and/or homes approved by the department of social
and health services for aid and special attention to students with
disabilities.

The cost of board and room in facilities approved by the
department of social and health services shall be provided by the
department of social and health services for those students with
disabilities eligible for such aid under programs of the department.
The cost of approved board and room shall be provided for those
students with disabilities not eligible under programs of the
department of social and health services but deemed in need of the
same by the superintendent of public instruction: PROVIDED, That no
school district shall be financially responsible for special education
programs for students who are attending residential schools operated
by the department of social and health services: PROVIDED FURTHER,
That the provisions of RCW 28A.150.390, 28A.160.030, and 28A.155.010
through 28A.155.100 shall not preclude the extension by the
superintendent of public instruction of special education
opportunities to students with disabilities in residential schools
operated by the department of social and health services. [2007 c 115
s 4; 1995 ¢ 77 s 10; 1990 ¢ 33 s 123; 1971 ex.s. c 66 s 4; 1969 ex.s.
c 223 s 28A.13.030. Prior: 1959 c 122 s 1; 1953 ¢ 135 s 1; 1943 c 120
s 4; Rem. Supp. 1943 s 4679-28. Formerly RCW 28A.13.030, 28.13.030.]

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.155.045 Certificate of individual achievement. (Expires
August 31, 2024.) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, and
concluding with the graduating class of 2021, students served under
this chapter, who are not appropriately served by the graduation
pathway options established in *RCW 28A.655.250, even with
accommodations, may earn a certificate of individual achievement. The
certificate may be earned using multiple measures to demonstrate
skills and abilities commensurate with their individualized education
programs. The determination of whether the graduation pathway options
established in *RCW 28A.655.250 or the multiple measures authorized in
this section are appropriate shall be made by the student's
individualized education program team. For the students who use the
multiple measures authorized by this section, the certificate of
individual achievement is required for graduation from a public high
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school. The multiple measures that may be used to demonstrate skills
and abilities of students under this section must be in agreement with
the appropriate educational opportunity provided for the student as
required by this chapter. The superintendent of public instruction, in
consultation with the state special education advisory council, shall
develop the guidelines for determining which types of multiple
measures to demonstrate skills and abilities under this section are
appropriate to use and graduation pathways that might be added to
those in *RCW 28A.655.250 to support achievement of all students
served under this chapter.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to deny a student the
right to participation in the graduation pathway options established
in *RCW 28A.655.250.

This section expires August 31, 2024. [2019 c 252 s 104; 2007 c
354 s 3; 2004 ¢ 19 s 104.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.655.250 was recodified as RCW
28A.230.710 pursuant to 2024 c 66 s 14.

Intent—2019 ¢ 252: See note following RCW 28A.230.710.
Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: See note following RCW 28A.655.070.

Part headings and captions not law—Effective date—2004 c 19: See
notes following RCW 28A.230.090.

RCW 28A.155.050 Services through special excess cost aid
programs—Apportionment—Allocations from state excess funds. Any
child who is eligible for special education services through special
excess cost aid programs authorized under RCW 28A.155.010 through
28A.155.160 shall be given such services in the least restrictive
environment as determined by the student's individualized education
program (IEP) team in the school district in which such student
resides. Any school district required to provide such services shall
thereupon be granted regular apportionment of state and county school
funds and, 1in addition, allocations from state excess funds made
available for such special services for such period of time as such
special education program is given: PROVIDED, That should such student
or any other student with disabilities attend and participate in a
special education program operated by another school district in
accordance with the provisions of RCW 28A.225.210, 28A.225.220, and/or
28A.225.250, such regular apportionment shall be granted to the
receiving school district, and such receiving school district shall be
reimbursed by the district in which such student resides in accordance
with rules adopted by the superintendent of public instruction for the
entire approved excess cost not reimbursed from such regular
apportionment. [2007 ¢ 115 s 5; 1995 ¢ 77 s 11; 1990 c¢c 33 s 124; 1971
ex.s. c 66 s 5; 1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.13.040. Prior: 1943 c 120 s 5;
Rem. Supp. 1943 s 4679-29. Formerly RCW 28A.13.040, 28.13.040.]

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.155.060 District authority to contract with authorized
entities—Contract requirements—Annual on-site visits—Notice to
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parents and guardians—Miscellaneous. (1) For the purpose of carrying
out the provisions of RCW 28A.155.020 through 28A.155.050, the board
of directors of every school district shall be authorized to contract
with private schools approved by the state board of education under
RCW 28A.305.130, other private in-state entities, and any out-of-state
entities authorized by the office of the superintendent of public
instruction under RCW 28A.300.690 to provide special education and
related services to students with disabilities placed in the
authorized entities by school districts.

(2) A school district that chooses to contract with an authorized
entity must enter into a written contract to establish the
responsibilities of the school district and the authorized entity, and
set forth the rights of students with disabilities placed in the
authorized entity by the school district as a means of providing
special education and related services. The contract must include, at
a minimum, the following elements:

(a) The names of the parties involved and the name of the student
placed in the authorized entity by the school district;

(b) The locations and settings of the education and related
services to be provided;

(c) (1) A description of the opportunities for the student to meet
a program of basic education that meets the goals of RCW 28A.150.210,
in accordance with an individual assessment of student strengths and
needs initially performed by the placing school districts and updated
by the authorized entity; and

(ii) When applicable, a description of the opportunities for the
student to either meet high school graduation requirements under RCW
28A.230.090 or to earn a high school equivalency certificate under RCW
28B.50.536 or laws of the state in which the authorized entity is
located;

(d) A schedule, of at least once per academic term, for the
authorized entity to provide to the school district student progress
reports. The progress reports must describe how the student is meeting
personalized learning outcomes;

(e) The total contract cost and applicable charge and
reimbursement systems, including billing and payment procedures;

(f) Acknowledgment that the authorized entity is responsible for
full reimbursement to the school district of any overpayments
determined to have been made by the school district;

(g) Acknowledgment that the authorized entity has a list of staff
members providing the education and related services and a copy of the
license that qualifies each staff member to provide the services;

(h) An agreement by the authorized entity to employ or contract
with at least one licensed teacher with a special education
endorsement;

(1) Acknowledgment that the staff of the authorized entity are
regularly trained on the following topics:

(i) The constitutional and civil rights of students in schools;

(ii) Child and adolescent development;

(iii) Trauma-informed approaches to working with children and
youth;

(iv) Cultural competency, diversity, equity, and inclusion,
including best practices for interacting with students from particular
backgrounds, including English learner, LGBTQ, immigrant, female, and
nonbinary students. For the purposes of this subsection, "cultural
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competency," "diversity," "equity," and "inclusion" have the same
meanings as in RCW 28A.415.443;

(v) Student isolation and restraint requirements under RCW
28A.600.485;

(vi) The federal family educational rights and privacy act (Title
20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232g) requirements including limits on access to and
dissemination of student records for noneducational purposes;

(vii) Recognizing and responding to student mental health issues;
and

(viii) Educational rights of students with disabilities, the
relationship of disability to behavior, and best practices for
interacting with students with disabilities;

() Acknowledgment that the school district and the authorized
entity have clearly established their respective responsibilities and
processes for student data collection and reporting;

(k) Acknowledgment that the authorized entity will promptly
submit to the school district any complaints it receives;

(1) Acknowledgment that the authorized entity will submit other
information required by the school district or the office of the
superintendent of public instruction;

(m) Acknowledgment that the authorized entity must comply with
student isolation and restraint requirements under RCW 28A.600.485;

(n) Acknowledgment that the authorized entity will notify:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction and
every school district with which it contracts of any major program
changes that occur during the authorization period, including adding
or eliminating services or changing the type of programs available to
students;

(ii) The office of the superintendent of public instruction,
every school district with which it contracts, and every parent or
guardian of an affected student of any conditions that would affect
the authorized entity's ability to continue to provide the contracted
services; and

(iii) The office of the superintendent of public instruction and
every school district with which it contracts of any complaints it
receives regarding services to students, as well as any law
enforcement incident reports involving the authorized entity and its
enrolled students;

(o) Acknowledgment that the authorized entity must comply with
all relevant Washington state and federal laws that are applicable to
the school district; and

(p) Acknowledgment that the school district must provide the
office of the superintendent of public instruction with the
opportunity to review the contract and related documentation upon
request.

(3) (a) A school district that contracts with an authorized entity
under this section shall conduct an annual on-site wvisit to confirm
that the health and safety of the facilities, the staffing
qualifications and levels, and the procedural safeguards are
sufficient to provide a safe and appropriate learning environment for
students.

(b) A contracting school district may arrange for another school
district to complete the annual on-site visit on its behalf, so long
as the school district conducting the on-site visit provides a written
report to the contracting school district that documents the results
of the on-site visit and any concerns about the learning environment.
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(4) Each school district contracting with an authorized entity
under this section shall provide the following documents to the
parents or guardians of each student placed in the authorized entity
by the school district:

(a) A summary of the school district's and the authorized
entity's responsibilities and processes for reporting incidents of
student isolation and restraint under RCW 28A.600.485; and

(b) A copy of the complaint procedure developed by the office of
the superintendent of public instruction under RCW 28A.155.240.

(5) Each school district contracting with an authorized entity
under this section shall report to the office of the superintendent of
public instruction and the office of the Washington state auditor any
concerns the school district has about overbilling by the authorized
entity.

(6) Each school district contracting with an authorized entity
under this section shall remain responsible for ensuring that the
students with disabilities placed in the authorized entity are:

(a) Provided a free appropriate public education in accordance
with the federal individuals with disabilities education act, Title 20
U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seqg. and this chapter;

(b) Provided with special education and related services at no
cost to the student's parents and in conformance with an
individualized education program as required by law, including
evaluations and individualized education program team meetings that
meet all applicable requirements; and

(c) Provided with an opportunity to participate in Washington
state and school district assessments.

(7) As used in this section, the term "authorized entity" has the
same meaning as in RCW 28A.300.690. [2023 ¢ 436 s 6; 2007 c 115 s o6;
2006 ¢ 263 s 915; 1995 ¢ 77 s 12; 1990 ¢ 33 s 125; 1971 ex.s. c 66 s
6. Formerly RCW 28A.13.045.]

Finding—Intent—2023 c 436: See note following RCW 28A.300.690.

Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.230.

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.155.070 Services to students of preschool age with
disabilities—Apportionment—Allocations from state excess cost funds.
Special educational programs provided by the state and the school
districts thereof for students with disabilities shall be extended to
include students of preschool age. School districts shall be entitled
to the regular apportionments from state and county school funds, as
provided by law, and in addition to allocations from state excess cost
funds made available for such special services for those students with
disabilities who are given such special services. [2007 ¢ 115 s 9;
(2007 ¢ 115 s 8 expired September 1, 2009); 2006 c 269 s 3; 1995 c 77
s 13; 1971 ex.s. c 66 s 7; 1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.13.050. Prior: 1951
c 92 s 2; 1949 c 186 s 1; Rem. Supp. 1949 s 4901-3. Formerly RCW
28A.13.050, 28.13.050.]
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Effective date—2007 ¢ 115 s 9: "Section 9 of this act takes
effect September 1, 2009." [2007 c 115 s 17.]

Expiration date—2007 c 115 s 8: "Section 8 of this act expires
September 1, 2009."™ [2007 ¢ 115 s 16.]

Effective date—2006 c 269 s 3: "Section 3 of this act takes
effect September 1, 2009." [2006 c 269 s 4.]

Finding—2006 c 269: See note following RCW 43.216.580.

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.155.080 Appeal from denial of educational program.
Where a child with disabilities as defined in RCW 28A.155.020 has been
denied the opportunity of a special educational program by a local
school district there shall be a right of appeal by the parent or
guardian of such child to the superintendent of public instruction
pursuant to procedures established by the superintendent and in
accordance with RCW 28A.155.090 and part B of the federal individuals
with disabilities education improvement act. [2007 ¢ 115 s 10; 1995 ¢
77 s 14; 1990 ¢ 33 s 126; 1971 ex.s. c 66 s 8. Formerly RCW
28A.13.060.]

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.155.090 Superintendent of public instruction's duty and
authority. The superintendent of public instruction shall have the
duty and authority, through the administrative section or unit for the
education of children with disabilities, to:

(1) Assist school districts in the formation of programs to meet
the needs of children with disabilities;

(2) Develop interdistrict cooperation programs for children with
disabilities as authorized in RCW 28A.225.250;

(3) Provide, upon request, to parents or guardians of children
with disabilities, information as to the special education programs
for students with disabilities offered within the state;

(4) Assist, upon request, the parent or guardian of any child
with disabilities in the placement of any child with disabilities who
is eligible for but not receiving special educational services for
children with disabilities;

(5) Approve school district and agency programs as being eligible
for special excess cost financial aid to students with disabilities;

(6) Establish standards for authorizing, monitoring, and
investigating private schools approved by the state board of education
under RCW 28A.305.130, other private in-state entities, and any out-
of-state entities, that contract with school districts under RCW
28A.155.060 to provide special education and related services to
children with disabilities. The standards must ensure that any
children with disabilities placed in authorized entities by school
districts have the same rights, protections, and access to special
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education and related services that they would have if served by a
school district;

(7) Consistent with the provisions of RCW 28A.150.390,
28A.160.030, and 28A.155.010 through 28A.155.160, and part B of the
federal individuals with disabilities education improvement act,
administer administrative hearings and other procedures to ensure
procedural safeguards of children with disabilities; and

(8) Promulgate such rules as are necessary to implement part B of
the federal individuals with disabilities education improvement act or
other federal law providing for special education services for
children with disabilities and the several provisions of RCW
28A.150.390, 28A.160.030, and 28A.155.010 through 28A.155.160 and to
ensure appropriate access to and participation in the general
education curriculum and participation in statewide assessments for
all students with disabilities. [2023 ¢ 436 s 2; 2007 ¢ 115 s 11;
1995 ¢ 77 s 15; 1990 ¢ 33 s 127; 1985 ¢ 341 s 5; 1971 ex.s. c 66 s 9.
Formerly RCW 28A.13.070.]

Finding—Intent—2023 c 436: See note following RCW 28A.300.690.

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.155.100 Sanctions applied to noncomplying districts.
The superintendent of public instruction is hereby authorized and
directed to establish appropriate sanctions to be applied to any
school district of the state failing to comply with the provisions of
RCW 28A.150.390, 28A.160.030, and 28A.155.010 through 28A.155.060 and
28A.155.080 through 28A.155.160 to be applied beginning upon the
effective date thereof, which sanctions shall include withholding of
any portion of state aid to such district until such time as
compliance 1is assured. [2007 ¢ 115 s 12; 1990 ¢ 33 s 128; 1971 ex.s.
c 66 s 12. Formerly RCW 28A.13.080.]

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.155.105 Braille instruction—Definitions. Unless the
context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this section
apply in RCW 28A.155.115.

(1) "Student" means a student who:

(a) Has a visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with
conventional correction or having a limited field of vision such that
the widest diameter of the visual field subtends an angular distance
not greater than twenty degrees;

(b) Is unable to read printed material at a competitive rate with
facility due to functional visual impairment or lack of visual acuity;
or

(c) Has a physical condition with a medical prognosis of a
significant visual deterioration to the extent that (a) or (b) of this
subsection could apply.

(2) "Braille" means the system of reading and writing through
touch commonly known as standard English Braille. [1996 ¢ 135 s 2.]
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Findings—1996 ¢ 135: "It is the goal of the legislature to
encourage persons who are blind or visually impaired to participate
fully in the social and economic life of the state and to engage in
remunerative employment. The legislature finds that literacy is
essential to the achievement of this goal. Furthermore, the
legislature finds that literacy for most persons who are blind or
visually impaired means the ability to read and write Braille with
proficiency. The legislature sets as a further goal that students who
are legally blind or visually impaired shall be given the opportunity
to learn Braille in order to communicate effectively and efficiently."
[1996 ¢ 135 s 1.]

RCW 28A.155.115 Braille instruction—Assessment—Provision in
student's curriculum. (1) Each student shall be assessed individually
to determine the appropriate learning media for the student including
but not limited to Braille.

(2) No student may be denied the opportunity for instruction in
Braille reading and writing solely because the student has some
remaining vision.

(3) This section does not require the exclusive use of Braille if
there are other special education services to meet the student's
educational needs. The provision of special education or other
services does not preclude Braille use or instruction.

(4) If a student's individualized learning media assessment
indicates that Braille is an appropriate learning medium, instruction
in Braille shall be provided as a part of such student's educational
curriculum and if such student has an individualized education
program, such instruction shall be provided as part of that program.

(5) If Braille will not be provided to a student, the reason for
not incorporating it in the student's individualized education program
shall be documented in writing and provided to the parent or guardian.
If no individualized education program exists, such documentation,
signed by the parent or guardian, shall be placed in the student's
file. [2007 ¢ 115 s 13; 1996 c 135 s 3.]

Findings—1996 c 135: See note following RCW 28A.155.105.

RCW 28A.155.140 Curriculum-based assessment procedures for early
intervening services. School districts may use curriculum-based
assessment procedures as measures for developing academic early
intervening services, as defined under part B of the federal
individuals with disabilities education improvement act, and
curriculum planning: PROVIDED, That the use of curriculum-based
assessment procedures shall not deny a student the right to use of
other assessments to determine eligibility or participation in special
education programs as provided by RCW 28A.155.010 through 28A.155.160.
[2007 ¢ 115 s 14; 1991 c 116 s 4; 1990 ¢ 33 s 131; 1987 c 398 s 1.
Formerly RCW 28A.03.367.]

RCW 28A.155.160 Assistive devices and services—Interagency
cooperative agreements—Definitions. Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, the department of children, youth, and families, the
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Washington center for deaf and hard of hearing youth, the Washington
state school for the blind, school districts, educational service
districts, and all other state and local government educational
agencies and the department of services for the blind, the department
of social and health services, and all other state and local
government agencies concerned with the care, education, or
habilitation or rehabilitation of children with disabilities may enter
into interagency cooperative agreements for the purpose of providing
assistive technology devices and services to children with
disabilities. Such arrangements may include but are not limited to
interagency agreements for the acquisition, including joint funding,
maintenance, loan, sale, lease, or transfer of assistive technology
devices and for the provision of assistive technology services
including but not limited to assistive technology assessments and
training.

For the purposes of this section, "assistive device" means any
item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired
commercially off-the-shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to
increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of children
with disabilities. The term "assistive technology service" means any
service that directly assists a child with a disability in the
selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device.
Assistive technology service includes:

(1) The evaluation of the needs of a child with a disability,
including a functional evaluation of the child in the child's
customary environment;

(2) Purchasing, leasing, or otherwise providing for the
acquisition of assistive technology devices by children with
disabilities;

(3) Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, adapting,
applying, retaining, repairing, or replacing of assistive technology
devices;

(4) Coordinating and using other therapies, interventions, or
services with assistive technology devices, such as those associated
with existing education and rehabilitation plans and programs;

(5) Training or technical assistance for a child with a
disability or if appropriate, the child's family; and

(6) Training or technical assistance for professionals, including
individuals providing education and rehabilitation services,
employers, or other individuals who provide services to, employ, or
are otherwise substantially involved in the major life functions of
children with disabilities. [2019 ¢ 266 s 14; 2018 ¢ 58 s 32; 2009 c
381 s 24; 2007 ¢ 115 s 15; 1997 ¢ 104 s 3.]

Effective date—2018 c 58: See note following RCW 28A.655.080.

Findings—Intent—2009 c 381: See note following RCW 72.40.015.

RCW 28A.155.170 Graduation ceremony. (1) Beginning July 1,
2007, each school district that operates a high school shall establish
a policy and procedures that permit any student who is receiving
special education or related services under an individualized
education program pursuant to state and federal law and who will
continue to receive such services between the ages of eighteen and
twenty-one to participate in the graduation ceremony and activities
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after four years of high school attendance with his or her age-
appropriate peers and receive a certificate of attendance.

(2) Participation in a graduation ceremony and receipt of a
certificate of attendance under this section does not preclude a
student from continuing to receive special education and related
services under an individualized education program beyond the
graduation ceremony.

(3) A student's participation in a graduation ceremony and
receipt of a certificate of attendance under this section shall not be
construed as the student's receipt of a high school diploma pursuant
to RCW 28A.230.120. [2019 c 252 s 106; 2007 c 318 s 2.]

Intent—2019 ¢ 252: See note following RCW 28A.230.710.

Findings—2007 c 318: "The legislature finds:

(1) There are students with disabilities throughout the state of
Washington who have attended four years of high school, but whose
individualized education programs prescribe the continuation of
special education and related services beyond the fourth year of high
school;

(2) Through their participation in the public schools and the
community, students with disabilities have frequently become
identified with and connected to a class of typically developing, age-
appropriate peers who will graduate in four years and participate in a
high school graduation ceremony;

(3) A high school graduation ceremony is an important rite of
passage for students regardless of their abilities or limitations; and

(4) There is significant value in recognizing students'
attendance and accomplishments in their individualized education
programs and in allowing students with disabilities to participate in
high school graduation ceremonies and activities with their age-
appropriate peers without the forfeiture of their continuing special
education and related services." [2007 c 318 s 1.]

Short title—2007 ¢ 318: "This act may be known and cited as
Kevin's law." [2007 ¢ 318 s 3.]

Effective date—2007 ¢ 318: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect immediately [May 4, 2007]." [2007 c 318 s 4.]

RCW 28A.155.190 Information on autism. (1) To the extent funds
are appropriated for this purpose, by September 1, 2008, the office of
the superintendent of public instruction, in collaboration with the
department of health, the department of social and health services,
educational service districts, local school districts, the autism
center at the University of Washington, and the autism society of
Washington, shall distribute information on child find
responsibilities under Part B and Part C of the federal individuals
with disabilities education act, as amended, to agencies, districts,
and schools that participate in the location, evaluation, and
identification of children who may be eligible for early intervention
services or special education services.
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(2) To the extent funds are made available, by September 1, 2008,
the office of the superintendent of public instruction, in
collaboration with the department of health and the department of
social and health services, shall develop posters to be distributed to
medical offices and clinics, grocery stores, and other public places
with information on autism and how parents can gain access to the
diagnosis and identification of autism and contact information for
services and support. These must be made available on the internet for
ease of distribution. [2008 ¢ 220 s 2.]

RCW 28A.155.200 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class
districts. Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws
in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. [2011 ¢ 45 s 4.]

Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following
RCW 28A.330.250.

RCW 28A.155.210 Use of restraint or isolation—Requirement for
procedures to notify parent or guardian—Additional procedures for
compliance. A student's individualized education program must include
procedures for notification of a parent or guardian regarding the use
of restraint or isolation under RCW 28A.600.485. If a student is
placed in an authorized entity under RCW 28A.155.060, the student's
individualized education program must also specify any additional
procedures required to ensure the authorized entity fully complies
with RCW 28A.600.485. [2023 ¢ 436 s 7; 2013 c 202 s 3.]

Finding—Intent—2023 c 436: See note following RCW 28A.300.690.

Findings—2013 c 202: See note following RCW 28A.600.485.

RCW 28A.155.220 High school transition services—Interagency
agreements—Education data center to monitor certain outcomes—Annual
report by superintendent of public instruction. (1) The office of the
superintendent of public instruction must establish interagency
agreements with the department of social and health services, the
department of services for the blind, and any other state agency that
provides high school transition services for special education
students. Such interagency agreements shall not interfere with
existing individualized education programs, nor override any
individualized education program team's decision-making power. The
purpose of the interagency agreements is to foster effective
collaboration among the multiple agencies providing transition
services for individualized education program-eligible special
education students from the beginning of transition planning, as soon
as educationally and developmentally appropriate, through age twenty-
one, or through high school graduation, whichever occurs first.
Interagency agreements are also intended to streamline services and
programs, promote efficiencies, and establish a uniform focus on
improved outcomes related to self-sufficiency.

(2) (a) When educationally and developmentally appropriate, the
interagency responsibilities and linkages with transition services
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under subsection (1) of this section must be addressed in a transition
plan to a postsecondary setting in the individualized education
program of a student with disabilities.

(b) Transition planning shall be based upon educationally and
developmentally appropriate transition assessments that outline the
student's individual needs, strengths, preferences, and interests.
Transition assessments may include observations, interviews,
inventories, situational assessments, formal and informal assessments,
as well as academic assessments.

(c) The transition services that the transition plan must address
include activities needed to assist the student in reaching
postsecondary goals and courses of study to support postsecondary
goals.

(d) Transition activities that the transition plan may address
include instruction, related services, community experience,
employment and other adult living objectives, daily living skills, and
functional vocational evaluation.

(e) When educationally and developmentally appropriate, a
discussion must take place with the student and parents, and others as
needed, to determine the postsecondary goals or postschool vision for
the student. This discussion may be included as part of an annual
individualized education program review, high school and beyond plan
meeting, or any other meeting that includes parents, students, and
educators. The postsecondary goals included in the transition plan
shall be goals that are measurable and must be based on appropriate
transition assessments related to training, education, employment, and
independent 1living skills, when necessary. The goals must also be
based on the student's needs, while considering the strengths,
preferences, and interests of the student.

(f) As the student gets older, changes in the transition plan may
be noted in the annual update of the student's individualized
education program.

(g) A transition plan required under this subsection (2) must be
aligned with a student's high school and beyond plan.

(3) To the extent that data is available through data-sharing
agreements established by the education data center under RCW
43.41.400, the education data center must monitor the following
outcomes for individualized education program-eligible special
education students after high school graduation:

(a) The number of students who, within one year of high school
graduation:

(1) Enter integrated employment paid at the greater of minimum
wage or competitive wage for the type of employment, with access to
related employment and health benefits; or

(ii) Enter a postsecondary education or training program focused
on leading to integrated employment;

(b) The wages and number of hours worked per pay period;

(c) The impact of employment on any state and federal benefits
for individuals with disabilities;

(d) Indicators of the types of settings in which students who
previously received transition services primarily reside;

(e) Indicators of improved economic status and self-sufficiency;

(f) Data on those students for whom a postsecondary or integrated
employment outcome does not occur within one year of high school
graduation, including:

(1) Information on the reasons that the desired outcome has not
occurred;
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(11) The number of months the student has not achieved the
desired outcome; and

(11ii) The efforts made to ensure the student achieves the desired
outcome.

(4) To the extent that the data elements in subsection (3) of
this section are available to the education data center through data-
sharing agreements, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction must prepare an annual report using existing resources and
submit the report to the legislature.

(5) To minimize gaps in services through the transition process,
no later than three years before students receiving special education
services leave the school system, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall transmit a list of potentially eligible
students to the department of social and health services, the
counties, the department of services for the blind, and any other
state agency working with individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall ensure that consent be obtained prior to the release
of this information as required in accordance with state and federal
requirements. [2022 ¢ 167 s 7; 2015 ¢ 217 s 2; 2014 c 47 s 1.]

Findings—Intent—2015 ¢ 217: "The legislature finds that research
continues to suggest that high expectations for students with
disabilities is paramount to improving student outcomes. The
legislature further finds that to increase the number of students with
disabilities who are prepared for higher education, teachers and
administrators in K-12 education should continue to improve their
acceptance of students with disabilities as full-fledged learners for
whom there are high expectations. The legislature also encourages
continuous development in transition services to higher education
opportunities for these students. The legislature recognizes that
other states have authorized transition planning to postsecondary
settings for students with disabilities as early as the age of
fourteen. To remove barriers and obstacles for students with
disabilities to access to postsecondary settings including higher
education, the legislature intends to authorize transition planning
for students with disabilities as soon as practicable when
educationally and developmentally appropriate." [2015 ¢ 217 s 1.]

RCW 28A.155.225 Review of data for disproportionate student
identification—Technical assistance. (1) The superintendent of
public instruction shall annually review data from local education
agencies, including the percentage of students receiving special
education services, to ensure there is not a disproportionate
identification of students, as defined by the superintendent of public
instruction in accordance with federal requirements of the individuals
with disabilities education act, 20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
provide technical assistance to school districts experiencing issues
related to disproportionality and will make available professional
development opportunities statewide to support local education
agencies, schools, and community partners in promoting inclusionary
teaching practices within a multitiered system of supports framework
to help safeguard against over-identification and other issues related
to disproportionality. [2023 ¢ 417 s 1.]
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RCW 28A.155.240 Noncompliance—Complaint process—Major program
changes—Corrective action. (1) On its webpage related to special
education, the office of the superintendent of public instruction must
develop and publish a complaint process for individuals to report
noncompliance with local, state, or federal laws or violation of
students rights by authorized entities. The webpage may include
additional instructions for submitting complaints to the resident
school district and for using the special education community
complaint processes, when applicable.

(2) When an authorized entity notifies the office of the
superintendent of public instruction about major program changes, the
office shall review the changes with affected school districts to
determine whether the entity remains authorized to provide contracted
services.

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction must
monitor and investigate authorized entities and contracting school
districts to ensure compliance with the requirements of RCW
28A.155.060 and 28A.300.690. In completing this duty, the office of
the superintendent of public instruction must use information and data
gathered during on-site visits, submitted through the complaint
processes, and provided by authorized entities and school districts.
The office of the superintendent of public instruction must use this
process to identify and address patterns of misconduct, including
issuing corrective action or revoking an entity's authorization under
RCW 28A.300.690 to contract with school districts.

(4) The office of the superintendent of public instruction may
suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew the authorization of an entity
under RCW 28A.300.690 if the entity:

(a) Fails to maintain authorization standards under RCW
28A.300.690;

(b) Violates the rights of students placed in the authorized
entity by a school district;

(c) Fails to adhere to applicable local, state, and federal laws,
including health, safety, and civil rights laws;

(d) Fails to comply with contract requirements under RCW
28A.155.060; or

(e) Refuses to implement any corrective actions ordered by the
office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(5) As used in this section, "authorized entity" and "entity" has
the same meaning as in RCW 28A.300.690. [2023 ¢ 436 s 4.]

Finding—Intent—2023 c 436: See note following RCW 28A.300.690.

RCW 28A.155.245 Notification of noncompliance. (1) The office
of the superintendent of public instruction shall notify the state
board of education if any private school authorized by the office of
the superintendent of public instruction under RCW 28A.300.690 that is
also approved by the state board of education under chapter 28A.195
RCW is investigated for noncompliance, 1is directed to complete
corrective action, or fails to maintain authorization.

(2) The state board of education shall notify the office of the
superintendent of public instruction of any unresolved concerns,
deficiencies, or deviations related to a private school authorized by
the office of the superintendent of public instruction under RCW
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28A.300.690 that is also approved by the state board of education
under chapter 28A.195 RCW. [2023 ¢ 436 s 5.]

Finding—Intent—2023 c 436: See note following RCW 28A.300.690.

RCW 28A.155.250 Student data at authorized entities—Annual
report. (1) Beginning December 1, 2023, and in compliance with RCW
43.01.036, the office of the superintendent of public instruction
shall annually submit a report to the education committees of the
legislature regarding placements of students with disabilities at
authorized entities under RCW 28A.155.060. A summary of the report,
including a link to the full report content, must also be posted on
the office of the superintendent of public instruction's website. The
report must include:

(a) The academic progress of students receiving special education
services from authorized entities, using the results of the two most
recent state assessments;

(b) The graduation rates of students who have received special
education services from authorized entities;

(c) The rate at which students receiving special education
services from authorized entities return to their resident school
districts;

(d) Data on student restraint and isolation incidents,
discipline, and attendance at authorized entities; and

(e) Any corrective action or change in an entity's authorization
status, as ordered by the office of the superintendent of public
instruction.

(2) The data published under subsection (1) of this section must
be disaggregated by each authorized entity when it is possible to do
so without disclosing, directly or indirectly, a student's personally
identifiable information as protected under the federal family
educational rights and privacy act (Title 20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232q).

(3) As used in this section, "authorized entity" has the same
meaning as in RCW 28A.300.690. [2023 ¢ 436 s 8.]

Finding—Intent—2023 c 436: See note following RCW 28A.300.690.

RCW 28A.155.260 Burden of proof. (1) Except as provided in
subsection (2) of this section, the school district has the burden of
proof, including the burden of persuasion and production, whenever it
is a party to a due process hearing regarding the identification,
evaluation, reevaluation, classification, educational placement,
disciplinary action, or provision of a free appropriate public
education for a student with a disability.

(2) A parent or person in parental relation seeking tuition
reimbursement for a unilateral parental placement has the burden of
proof, including the burden of persuasion and production, on the
appropriateness of such placement.

(3) The burden of proof in this section must be met by a
preponderance of the evidence.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "due process hearing" means
a due process hearing held in accordance with the federal individuals
with disabilities education act, Title 20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq.
[2024 ¢ 29 s 1.]
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RCW 28A.155.800 Performance audit of authorized entities and
school districts—Report. (Expires August 1, 2027.) (1) The state
auditor shall conduct a performance audit of the authorization,
monitoring, and investigation of authorized entities and the school
districts that contract with authorized entities under RCW 28A.155.060
to provide special education and related services to students with
disabilities. As appropriate, the state auditor shall make
recommendations for improving the system for overseeing authorized
entities. The state auditor may conduct the performance audit at a
sample of school districts and authorized nonpublic entities as
needed.

(2) By November 30, 2026, and in compliance with RCW 43.01.036,
the state auditor shall report the performance audit's findings and
recommendations to the governor and the education committees of the
legislature.

(3) As used in this section, "authorized entity" has the same
meaning as in RCW 28A.300.690.

(4) This section expires August 1, 2027. [2023 ¢ 436 s 9.]

Finding—Intent—2023 c 436: See note following RCW 28A.300.690.
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Chapter 28A.160 RCW
STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

Sections

28A.160.010 Operation of student transportation program—
Responsibility of local district—Scope—Transporting
of elderly—Insurance.

28A.160.020 Authorization for private school students to ride buses
—Conditions.

28A.160.030 Authorizing individual transportation or other
arrangements.

28A.160.040 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities
and elderly—Limitation.

28A.160.050 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities
and elderly—Directors to authorize.

28A.160.060 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities
and elderly—ILease at local level—Criteria.

28A.160.070 Lease of buses to transport children with disabilities
and elderly—Elderly persons defined—Program

limitation.

28A.160.080 School buses, rental or lease for emergency purposes—
Authorization.

28A.160.090 School buses, rental or lease for emergency purposes—
Board to determine district policy—Conditions if rent
or lease.

28A.160.100 School buses, transport of general public to
interscholastic activities—Limitations.

28A.160.110 School buses, authorization for parent, guardian or
custodian of a student to ride—Limitations.

28A.160.115 Bus routes.

28A.160.117 Transportation efficiency reviews—Reports.

28A.160.120 Agreements with other governmental entities for
transportation of public or other noncommon school
purposes—Limitations.

28A.160.130 Transportation vehicle fund—Deposits in—Use—Rules for
establishment and use.

28A.160.140 Contract for pupil transportation services with private
nongovernmental entity—Competitive bid procedures—
Requirement for health care and pension benefits.

28A.160.150 Student transportation allocation—Operating costs,
determination and funding.

28A.160.160 Student transportation allocation—Definitions.

28A.160.170 Student transportation allocation—District's reports to
superintendent.

28A.160.180 Student transportation allocation determination—Report.

28A.160.185 Student transportation allocation—Additional allowed
uses under an emergency—Accounting.

28A.160.190 Student transportation allocation—Notice—Payment
schedule.

28A.160.191 Student transportation allocation—Adequacy for certain
districts—Adjustment.

28A.160.192 Student transportation allocation—Distribution formula.

28A.160.193 Transportation alternate funding grant program.
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28A.160.195 Vehicle acquisition—School bus categories—Competitive
specifications—Purchase—Reimbursement—Rules.

28A.160.200 Vehicle acquisition—Reimbursement schedule—Maintenance
and operation—Depreciation schedule.

28A.160.205 School bus replacement incentive program—Rules.

28A.160.210 School bus drivers—Training and qualifications—Rules.

28A.160.225 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class districts.

28A.160.230 Maintenance and repair of school buses by fire

protection districts—Authorized.

28A.160.240 Transportation of infants.

28A.160.250 Supplemental transportation allocation—Health care and
pension benefits.

28A.160.260 Zero emission school buses—Cost of ownership formula—
Qualified reimbursement—Exceptions.

Age limit for bus drivers: RCW 46.20.045.

Rules for design, marking, operations: RCW 46.61.380.
School buses—Crossing arms: RCW 46.37.620.

Signs required: RCW 46.37.193.

Stop signal and lamps: RCW 46.37.190.

RCW 28A.160.010 Operation of student transportation program—
Responsibility of local district—Scope—Transporting of elderly—
Insurance. The operation of each local school district's student
transportation program is declared to be the responsibility of the
respective board of directors, and each board of directors shall
determine such matters as which individual students shall be
transported and what routes shall be most efficiently utilized except
as provided in RCW 28A.160.240. State moneys allocated to local
districts for student transportation shall be spent only for student
transportation activities, but need not be spent by the local district
in the same manner as calculated and allocated by the state.

A school district is authorized to provide for the transportation
of students enrolled in the school or schools of the district both in
the case of students who reside within the boundaries of the district
and of students who reside outside the boundaries of the district.

When children are transported from one school district to another
the board of directors of the respective districts may enter into a
written contract providing for a division of the cost of such
transportation between the districts.

School districts may use school buses and drivers hired by the
district or commercial chartered bus service for the transportation of
school children and the school employees necessary for their
supervision to and from any school activities within or without the
school district during or after school hours and whether or not a
required school activity, so long as the school board has officially
designated it as a school activity. For any extracurricular uses, the
school board shall charge an amount sufficient to reimburse the
district for its cost.
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In addition to the right to contract for the use of buses
provided in RCW 28A.160.080 and 28A.160.090, any school district may
contract to furnish the use of school buses of that district to other
users who are engaged in conducting an educational or recreational
program supported wholly or in part by tax funds or programs for
elderly persons at times when those buses are not needed by that
district and under such terms as will fully reimburse such school
district for all costs related or incident thereto: PROVIDED, HOWEVER,
That no such use of school district buses shall be permitted except
where other public or private transportation certificated or licensed
by the Washington utilities and transportation commission is not
reasonably available to the user: PROVIDED FURTHER, That no user shall
be required to accept any charter bus for services which the user
believes might place the health or safety of the children or elderly
persons in jeopardy.

Whenever any persons are transported by the school district in
its own motor vehicles and by its own employees, the board may provide
insurance to protect the district against loss, whether by reason of
theft, fire or property damage to the motor vehicle or by reason of
liability of the district to persons from the operation of such motor
vehicle.

The board may provide insurance by contract purchase for payment
of hospital and medical expenses for the benefit of persons injured
while they are on, getting on, or getting off any vehicles enumerated
herein without respect to any fault or liability on the part of the
school district or operator. This insurance may be provided without
cost to the persons notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 28A.400.350.

If the transportation of children or elderly persons is arranged
for by contract of the district with some person, the board may
require such contractor to procure such insurance as the board deems
advisable. [2020 ¢ 339 s 3; 1990 ¢ 33 s 132; 1986 ¢ 32 s 1; 1983 1st
ex.s. ¢ 61 s 1; 1981 ¢ 265 s 10; 1980 c 122 s 2; 1973 ¢ 45 s 1; 1971 c
24 s 3; 1969 ex.s. c 153 s 3; 1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.24.055. Prior:
(1) 1969 ¢ 53 s 1; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 29 s 1, part; 1967 c 12 s 1, part;
1965 ex.s. ¢ 49 s 1, part; 1963 c 104 s 1, part; 1963 ¢ 5 s 1, part;
1961 ¢ 305 s 1, part; 1961 c 237 s 1, part; 1961 c 66 s 1, part; 1955
c 68 s 2, part; prior: 1943 ¢ 52 s 1, part; 1941 ¢ 179 s 1, part; 1939
c 131 s 1, part; 1925 ex.s. ¢ 57 s 1, part; 1919 c¢c 90 s 3, part; 1915
c 44 s 1, part; 1909 ¢ 97 p 285 s 2, part; 1907 c 240 s 5, part; 1903
c 104 s 17, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 s 4776, part. Formerly RCW
28.58.100, part. (ii) 1965 ex.s. c 86 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.055,
28.58.421.]

Severability—1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 61: "If any provision of this act
or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1983 1st ex.s. c 61 s 9.]

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

Elderly persons defined—Program limitation: RCW 28A.160.070.

RCW 28A.160.020 Authorization for private school students to
ride buses—Conditions. Every school district board of directors may
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authorize children attending a private school approved in accordance
with RCW 28A.195.010 to ride a school bus or other student
transportation vehicle to and from school so long as the following
conditions are met:

(1) The board of directors shall not be required to alter those
bus routes or stops established for transporting public school
students;

(2) Private school students shall be allowed to ride on a seat-
available basis only; and

(3) The board of directors shall charge an amount sufficient to
reimburse the district for the actual per seat cost of providing such
transportation. [1990 ¢ 33 s 133; 1981 ¢ 307 s 1. Formerly RCW
28A.24.065.]

Severability—1981 ¢ 307: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances 1is not affected." [1981 c 307 s 2.]

RCW 28A.160.030 Authorizing individual transportation or other
arrangements. Individual transportation, board and room, and other
arrangements may be authorized or provided and, in whole or part, paid
for or reimbursed by a school district, when approved by the
educational service district superintendent or his or her designee
pursuant to rules promulgated by the superintendent of public
instruction for that purpose: PROVIDED, That the total of payments for
board and room and transportation incidental thereto shall not exceed
the amount which would otherwise be paid for such individual
transportation. [1981 ¢ 265 s 11; 1977 ¢ 80 s 2; 1971 ex.s. Cc 66 s
10; 1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A.24.100. Prior: 1965 ex.s. c 154 s 9.
Formerly RCW 28A.24.100, 28.24.100.]

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

Severability—1977 c 80: "If any provision of this 1977
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1977 c
80 s 5.]

Severability—Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 66: See notes following
RCW 28A.155.010.

RCW 28A.160.040 Lease of buses to transport children with
disabilities and elderly—Limitation. The directors of school
districts are authorized to lease school buses to nonprofit
organizations to transport children with disabilities and elderly
persons to and from the site of activities or programs deemed
beneficial to such persons by such organizations: PROVIDED, That
commercial bus transportation is not reasonably available for such
purposes. [1995 ¢ 77 s 16; 1973 ¢ 45 s 2; 1971 ¢ 78 s 1. Formerly RCW
28A.24.110.]
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Elderly persons defined—Program limitation: RCW 28A.160.070.

RCW 28A.160.050 Lease of buses to transport children with
disabilities and elderly—Directors to authorize. The directors of
school districts may authorize leases under RCW 28A.160.040 through
28A.160.060: PROVIDED, That such leases do not conflict with regular
school purposes. [1990 ¢ 33 s 134; 1971 ¢ 78 s 2. Formerly RCW
28A.24.111.]

RCW 28A.160.060 Lease of buses to transport children with
disabilities and elderly—Lease at local level—Criteria. The lease of
the equipment shall be handled by the school directors at a local
level. The school directors may establish criteria for bus use and
lease, including, but not limited to, minimum costs, and driver
requirements. [1971 ¢ 78 s 3. Formerly RCW 28A.24.112.]

RCW 28A.160.070 Lease of buses to transport children with
disabilities and elderly—Elderly persons defined—Program limitation.
For purposes of RCW 28A.160.010 and 28A.160.040, "elderly person"
shall mean a person who is at least sixty years of age. No school
district funds may be used for the operation of such a program. [1990
c 33 s 135; 1973 ¢ 45 s 3. Formerly RCW 28A.24.120.]

RCW 28A.160.080 School buses, rental or lease for emergency
purposes—Authorization. It is the intent of the legislature and the
purpose of RCW 28A.160.010, 28A.160.080, and 28A.160.090 that in the
event of major forest fires, floods, or other natural emergencies that
boards of directors of school districts, in their discretion, may rent
or lease school buses to governmental agencies for the purposes of
transporting personnel, supplies and/or evacuees. [1990 ¢ 33 s 136;
1971 ¢ 24 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.170.]

RCW 28A.160.090 School buses, rental or lease for emergency
purposes—Board to determine district policy—Conditions if rent or
lease. Each school district board shall determine its own policy as
to whether or not its school buses will be rented or leased for the
purposes of RCW 28A.160.080, and if the board decision is to rent or
lease, under what conditions, subject to the following:

(1) Such renting or leasing may take place only after the
director of commerce or any of his or her agents so authorized has, at
the request of an involved governmental agency, declared that an
emergency exists in a designated area insofar as the need for
additional transport is concerned.

(2) The agency renting or leasing the school buses must agree, in
writing, to reimburse the school district for all costs and expenses
related to their use and also must provide an indemnity agreement
protecting the district against any type of claim or legal action
whatsoever, including all legal costs incident thereto. [2023 c 470 s
2005; 1995 ¢ 399 s 20; 1990 ¢ 33 s 137; 1986 c 266 s 21; 1985 c 7 s
88; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 171 s 1; 1971 ¢ 24 s 2. Formerly RCW 28A.24.172.]
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Explanatory statement—2023 c 470: See note following RCW
10.99.030.

Severability—1986 c 266: See note following RCW 38.52.005.

RCW 28A.160.100 School buses, transport of general public to
interscholastic activities—Limitations. In addition to the authority
otherwise provided in RCW 28A.160.010 through 28A.160.120 to school
districts for the transportation of persons, whether school children,
school personnel, or otherwise, any school district authorized to use
school buses and drivers hired by the district for the transportation
of school children to and from a school activity, along with such
school employees as necessary for their supervision, shall, if such
school activity be an interscholastic activity, be authorized to
transport members of the general public to such event and utilize the
school district's buses, transportation equipment and facilities, and
employees therefor: PROVIDED, That provision shall be made for the
reimbursement and payment to the school district by such members of
the general public of not less than the district's actual costs and
the reasonable value of the use of the district's buses and facilities
provided in connection with such transportation: PROVIDED FURTHER,
That wherever private transportation certified or licensed by the
utilities and transportation commission or public transportation is
reasonably available, this section shall not apply. [2006 c 263 s
907; 1990 ¢ 33 s 138; 1980 ¢ 91 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.175.]

Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.230.

RCW 28A.160.110 School buses, authorization for parent, guardian
or custodian of a student to ride—Limitations. Every school district
board of directors may authorize any parent, guardian or custodian of
a student enrolled in the district to ride a school bus or other
student transportation vehicle at the request of school officials or
employees designated by the board: PROVIDED, That excess seating space
is available on the vehicle after the transportation needs of students
have been met: PROVIDED FURTHER, That private or other public
transportation of the parent, guardian or custodian is not reasonable
in the board's judgment. [1980 ¢ 122 s 1. Formerly RCW 28A.24.178.]

RCW 28A.160.115 Bus routes. On highways divided into separate
roadways as provided in RCW 46.61.150 and highways with three or more
marked traffic lanes, public school district bus routes and private
school bus routes shall serve each side of the highway so that
students do not have to cross the highway, unless there is a traffic
control signal as defined in RCW 46.04.600 or an adult crossing guard
within three hundred feet of the bus stop to assist students while
crossing such multiple-lane highways. [1990 c 241 s 11.]

RCW 28A.160.117 Transportation efficiency reviews—Reports. (1)
The superintendent of public instruction shall encourage efficient use
of state resources by providing a linear programming process that
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compares school district transportation operations. If a school
district's operation is calculated to be less than ninety percent
efficient, the regional transportation coordinators shall provide an
individual review to determine what measures are available to the
school district to improve efficiency. The evaluation shall include
such measures as:

(a) Efficient routing of buses;

(b) Efficient use of vehicle capacity; and

(c) Reasonable controls on compensation costs.

(2) The superintendent shall submit to the fiscal and education
committees of the legislature no later than December 1lst of each year
a report summarizing the efficiency reviews and the resulting changes
implemented by school districts in response to the recommendations of
the regional transportation coordinators. [2009 ¢ 548 s 310.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 304-311: See note following RCW
28A.160.150.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

RCW 28A.160.120 Agreements with other governmental entities for
transportation of public or other noncommon school purposes—
Limitations. Any school district board of directors or any
intermediate school district board may enter into agreements pursuant
to chapter 39.34 RCW or chapter 35.58 RCW, as now or hereafter
amended, with any city, town, county, metropolitan municipal
corporation, and any federal or other state governmental entity, or
any combination of the foregoing, for the purpose of providing for the
transportation of students and/or members of the public through the
use, in whole or part, of the school district's buses, transportation
equipment and facilities, and employees: PROVIDED, That any agreement
entered into for purposes of transportation pursuant to this section
shall conform with the provisions of RCW 35.58.250 where applicable
and shall provide for the reimbursement and payment to the school
district of not less than the district's actual costs and the
reasonable value of the use of the district's buses, and
transportation equipment and supplies which are incurred and otherwise
provided in connection with the transportation of members of the
public or other noncommon school purposes: PROVIDED FURTHER, That
wherever public transportation, or private transportation certified or
licensed by the Washington utilities and transportation commission is
not reasonably available, the school district or intermediate school
district may transport members of the public so long as they are
reimbursed for the cost of such transportation, and such
transportation has been approved by any metropolitan municipal
corporation performing public transportation pursuant to chapter 35.58
RCW in the area to be served by the district. [1974 ex.s. c 93 s 1.
Formerly RCW 28A.24.180.]
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RCW 28A.160.130 Transportation vehicle fund—Deposits in—Use—
Rules for establishment and use. (1) There 1is created a fund on
deposit with each county treasurer for each school district of the
county, which shall be known as the transportation vehicle fund. Money
to be deposited into the transportation vehicle fund shall include,
but is not limited to, the following:

(a) The balance of accounts held in the general fund of each
school district for the purchase of approved transportation equipment
and for major transportation equipment repairs under RCW 28A.150.280.
The amount transferred shall be the balance of the account as of
September 1, 1982;

(b) Reimbursement payments provided for in RCW 28A.160.200 except
those provided under RCW 28A.160.200(3) that are necessary for
contracted payments to private carriers;

(c) Earnings from transportation vehicle fund investments as
authorized in RCW 28A.320.300; and

(d) The district's share of the proceeds from the sale of
transportation vehicles, as determined by the superintendent of public
instruction.

(2) Funds in the transportation vehicle fund may be used for the
following purposes:

(a) Purchase of pupil transportation vehicles pursuant to RCW
28A.160.200 and 28A.150.280;

(b) Payment of conditional sales contracts as authorized in RCW
28A.335.200 or payment of obligations authorized in RCW 28A.530.080,
entered into or issued for the purpose of pupil transportation
vehicles;

(c) Major repairs to pupil transportation vehicles;

(d) To complete a feasibility plan to transition from gas or
diesel pupil transportation vehicles to electric or zero emission
pupil transportation vehicles;

(e) Purchase, installation, and repair of electric pupil
transportation vehicle charging stations and other zero emission pupil
transportation vehicle fueling stations and for other costs necessary
for station installation; and

(f) Converting or repowering existing gas or diesel pupil
transportation vehicles to electric or zero emission pupil
transportation vehicles.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules
which shall establish the standards, conditions, and procedures
governing the establishment and use of the transportation vehicle
fund. The rules shall not permit the transfer of funds from the
transportation vehicle fund to any other fund of the district. [2022
c 200 s 1; 2009 c 564 s 919; 1991 c 114 s 2; 1990 ¢ 33 s 139; 1981 ¢
265 s 7. Formerly RCW 28A.58.428.]

Effective date—2009 c 564: See note following RCW 2.68.020.

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

RCW 28A.160.140 Contract for pupil transportation services with
private nongovernmental entity—Competitive bid procedures—Requirement
for health care and pension benefits. (1) As a condition of entering
into a pupil transportation services contract with a private
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nongovernmental entity, each school district shall engage in an open
competitive process at least once every five years. This requirement
shall not be construed to prohibit a district from entering into a
pupil transportation services contract of less than five years in
duration with a district option to renew, extend, or terminate the
contract, if the district engages in an open competitive process at
least once every five years after July 26, 1987. If a school district
enters into a pupil transportation services contract with a private
nongovernmental entity that uses zero emission school buses to
transport students for the school district, the contract period may be
up to seven years in duration.

(2) (a) A school district may only enter into, renew, or extend a
pupil transportation services contract with a private nongovernmental
entity if that entity provides the following to, or on behalf of, its
employees who choose to opt in for coverage:

(1) An employer health benefits contribution equal to the
employer payment dollar amount in effect for the first year of the
contract for health care benefit rates (cockle rates), published
annually by the health care authority, for the school employees'
benefits board program for school employees; and

(ii) An amount equivalent to the salaries of the employees of the
private nongovernmental entity multiplied by the employer normal cost
contribution rate determined under the entry age cost method for the
school employees' retirement system, as published in the most recent
actuarial valuation report from the office of the state actuary for
the first year of the contract.

(b) All pupil transportation service contracts entered into or
modified after June 6, 2024, must include a detailed explanation of
any contract cost increase by year, expenditure type, and amount,
including any increases in cost that result from providing the
benefits required under this section.

(c) For contracts entered into, renewed, or extended in the 2024
calendar year, the benefits required under this section must be
provided to employees by the beginning of the 2025-26 school year.

(3) Once the total cost of ownership of zero emission school
buses is at or below the total cost of ownership of diesel school
buses, as determined under the formulas adopted by rule pursuant to
RCW 28A.160.260, a school district may only enter into, renew, or
extend a pupil transportation services contract with a nongovernmental
entity that uses zero emission school buses to transport students for
the school district. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction must provide an exception to this requirement, upon
request from the school district, if the school district meets the
criteria in RCW 28A.160.260(3) (a) (ii) through (iv). The requirements
of this subsection do not prohibit the use of externally vented fuel-
operated passenger heaters from November 15th through March 15th
annually until other viable alternatives become available.

(4) As used in this section:

(a) "Employees" means in-state employees of the private
nongovernmental entity working sufficient compensated hours performing
services pursuant to the contract with the school district to meet the
eligibility requirements for the school employees' benefits board
program if the employees were directly employed by a school district;

(b) "Open competitive process" means either one of the following,
at the choice of the school district:

(1) The solicitation of bids or quotations and the award of
contracts under RCW 28A.335.190; or
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(ii) The competitive solicitation of proposals and their
evaluation consistent with the process and criteria recommended or
required, as the case may be, by the office of financial management
for state agency acquisition of personal service contractors;

(c) "Pupil transportation services contract" means a contract for
the operation of privately owned or school district owned school
buses, and the services of drivers or operators, management and
supervisory personnel, and their support personnel such as
secretaries, dispatchers, and mechanics, or any combination thereof,
to provide students with transportation to and from school on a
regular basis;

(d) "School bus" means a motor vehicle as defined in RCW
46.04.521 and under the rules of the superintendent of public
instruction; and

(e) "Zero emission school bus" means a school bus that produces
zero exhaust emission of any air pollutant and any greenhouse gas
other than water vapor. [2024 ¢ 345 s 5; 2024 ¢ 313 s 2; 1990 ¢ 33 s

140; 1987 c 141 s 2. Formerly RCW 28A.58.133.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2024 c¢ 313 s 2 and by
2024 ¢ 345 s 5, each without reference to the other. Both amendments
are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW
1.12.025(2) . For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Findings—Intent—2024 c 345: See note following RCW 70A.15.4200.

Intent—2024 ¢ 313: "The legislature recognizes that school bus
drivers play a crucial role in ensuring students' safe passage to and
from school, preventing absences, and extending a positive school
climate beyond the classroom. By delivering this essential service,
school bus drivers provide a significant time and convenience benefit
to thousands of Washington families, remove cars from the road, reduce
overall emissions, and increase traffic safety. However, a recent
national survey revealed that 94 percent of bus contractors experience
driver shortages, with 21 percent reporting their shortages as severe.
With this act, the state of Washington intends to encourage the
retention of bus drivers who provide vital services to local
communities." [2024 ¢ 313 s 1.]

Severability—1987 c 141: See note following RCW 28A.335.170.

RCW 28A.160.150 Student transportation allocation—Operating
costs, determination and funding. Funds allocated for transportation
costs, except for funds provided for transportation and transportation
services to and from school shall be in addition to the basic
education allocation. The distribution formula developed in RCW
28A.160.150 through 28A.160.180 shall be for allocation purposes only
and shall not be construed as mandating specific levels of pupil
transportation services by local districts. Operating costs as
determined under RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.180 shall be funded
at one hundred percent or as close thereto as reasonably possible for
transportation of an eligible student to and from school as defined in
RCW 28A.160.160(3). In addition, funding shall be provided for
transportation services for students living within the walk area as
determined under RCW 28A.160.160(5). [2009 ¢ 548 s 304; 1996 c 279 s
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1; 1990 ¢ 33 s 141; 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 61 s 2; 1981 c 265 s 1. Formerly
RCW 28A.41.505.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 304-311: "Sections 304 through 311
of this act take effect September 1, 2011." [2010 ¢ 236 s 16; 2009 c
548 s 805.]

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Application—1996 c 279: "This act shall be effective for school
transportation programs in the 1996-97 school year and thereafter."
[1996 ¢ 279 s 4.]

Severability—1983 1st ex.s. c 61: See note following RCW
28A.160.010.

Effective date—1981 c 265: "With the exception of sections 8 and
13 of this amendatory act, the effective date of this amendatory act
is September 1, 1982. The superintendent of public instruction and the
office thereof prior to the effective date of this amendatory act may
take such actions as necessary for the orderly implementation thereof
and during such period may carry out such data collection activities
and district notification provisions as provided for herein." [1981 c
265 s 16.]

Severability—1981 ¢ 265: "If any provision of this amendatory
act or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid,
the remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1981 c 265 s 17.]

RCW 28A.160.160 Student transportation allocation—Definitions.
For purposes of RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.190, except where the
context shall clearly indicate otherwise, the following definitions
apply:

(1) "Eligible student" means any student served by the
transportation program of a school district or compensated for
individual transportation arrangements authorized by RCW 28A.160.030
whose route stop is outside the walk area for a student's school,
except if the student to be transported is disabled under RCW
28A.155.020 and is either not ambulatory or not capable of protecting
his or her own welfare while traveling to or from the school or agency
where special education services are provided, in which case no
mileage distance restriction applies.

(2) "Superintendent" means the superintendent of public
instruction.
(3) "To and from school”™ means the transportation of students for

the following purposes:
(a) Transportation to and from route stops and schools;
(b) Transportation to and from schools pursuant to an
interdistrict agreement pursuant to RCW 28A.335.160;
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(c) Transportation of students between schools and learning
centers for instruction specifically required by statute; and

(d) Transportation of students with disabilities to and from
schools and agencies for special education services.

Academic extended day transportation for the instructional
program of basic education under RCW 28A.150.220 shall be considered
part of transportation of students "to and from school" for the
purposes of this section. Transportation for field trips may not be
considered part of transportation of students "to and from school"
under this section.

(4) "Transportation services" for students living within the walk
area includes the coordination of walk-to-school programs, the funding
of crossing guards, and matching funds for local and state
transportation projects intended to mitigate hazardous walking
conditions. Priority for transportation services shall be given to
students in grades kindergarten through five.

(5) As used in this section, "walk area" means that area around a
school with an adequate roadway configuration to provide students
access to school with a walking distance of less than one mile.
Mileage must be measured along the shortest roadway or maintained
public walkway where hazardous conditions do not exist. The hazardous
conditions must be documented by a process established in rule by the
superintendent of public instruction and must include roadway,
environmental, and social conditions. Each elementary school shall
identify walk routes within the walk area. [2009 ¢ 548 s 305; 1996 ¢
279 s 2; 1995 ¢ 77 s 17; 1990 ¢ 33 s 142; 1983 1st ex.s. c 61 s 3;
1981 ¢ 265 s 2. Formerly RCW 28A.41.510.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 304-311: See note following RCW
28A.160.150.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.

Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
Application—1996 c 279: See note following RCW 28A.160.150.

Severability—1983 1st ex.s. c 61l: See note following RCW
28A.160.010.

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

RCW 28A.160.170 Student transportation allocation—District's
reports to superintendent. Each district shall submit three times
each year to the superintendent of public instruction during October,
February, and May of each year a report containing the following:

(1) (2a) The number of eligible students transported to and from
school as provided for in RCW 28A.160.150, along with identification
of stop locations and school locations, and (b) the number of miles
driven for pupil transportation services as authorized in RCW
28A.160.150 the previous school year; and
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(2) Other operational data and descriptions as required by the
superintendent to determine allocation requirements for each district.
The superintendent shall require that districts separate the costs of
operating the program for the transportation of eligible students to
and from school as defined by RCW 28A.160.160(3), non-to-and-from-
school pupil transportation costs, and costs to provide expanded
services under RCW 28A.160.185(1) in the annual financial statement.
The cost, quantity, and type of all fuel purchased by school districts
for use in to-and-from-school transportation shall be included in the
annual financial statement.

Each district shall submit the information required in this
section on a timely basis as a condition of the continuing receipt of
school transportation moneys. [2021 ¢ 234 s 3; 2009 c 548 s 306; 2007
c 139 s 1; 1990 ¢ 33 s 143; 1983 1st ex.s. c 61 s 4; 1981 c 265 s 3.
Formerly RCW 28A.41.515.]

Intent—Effective date—2021 c 234: See notes following RCW
28A.160.185.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 304-311: See note following RCW
28A.160.150.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Effective date—2007 ¢ 139 s 1: "Section 1 of this act takes
effect September 1, 2007." [2007 c 139 s 3.]

Severability—1983 1lst ex.s. c 61: See note following RCW
28A.160.010.

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

RCW 28A.160.180 Student transportation allocation determination
—Report. Each district's annual student transportation allocation
shall be determined by the superintendent of public instruction in the
following manner:

(1) The superintendent shall annually calculate the
transportation allocation for those services provided for in RCW
28A.160.150. The allocation formula may be adjusted to include such
additional differential factors as basic and special passenger counts
as defined by the superintendent of public instruction, average
distance to school, and number of locations served.

(2) The allocation shall be based on a regression analysis of the
number of basic and special students transported and as many other
site characteristics that are identified as being statistically
significant.

(3) The transportation allocation for transporting students in
district-owned passenger cars, as defined in RCW 46.04.382, pursuant
to RCW 28A.160.010 for services provided for in RCW 28A.160.150 if a
school district deems it advisable to use such vehicles after the
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school district board of directors has considered the safety of the
students being transported as well as the economy of utilizing a
district-owned passenger car in lieu of a school bus is the private
vehicle reimbursement rate in effect on September 1st of each school
year. Students transported in district-owned passenger cars must be
included in the corresponding basic or special passenger counts.

(4) Prior to June 1lst of each year the superintendent shall
submit to the office of financial management, and the education and
fiscal committees of the legislature, a report outlining the
methodology and rationale used in determining the statistical
coefficients for each site characteristic used to determine the
allocation for the following year. [2009 ¢ 548 s 307; 1996 c 279 s 3;
1995 ¢ 77 s 18; 1990 c 33 s 144; 1985 ¢ 59 s 1; 1983 1st ex.s. c 61 s
5; 1982 1st ex.s. c 24 s 2; 1981 c 265 s 4. Formerly RCW 28A.41.520.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 304-311: See note following RCW
28A.160.150.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.

Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
Application—1996 c 279: See note following RCW 28A.160.150.

Severability—1983 1st ex.s. c 61: See note following RCW
28A.160.010.

Effective date—1982 1st ex.s. c 24: "Sections 2 and 3 of this
amendatory act shall take effect September 1, 1982." [1982 1st ex.s. cC
24 s 6.]

Severability—1982 1st ex.s. ¢ 24: "If any provision of this
amendatory act or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.™ [1982
1st ex.s. ¢c 24 s 7.]

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

RCW 28A.160.185 Student transportation allocation—Additional
allowed uses under an emergency—Accounting. (1) If a school or
school district is providing full remote or partial remote instruction
under the authority of RCW 28A.150.290 due to a local, state, or
national emergency that causes a substantial disruption to full in-
person instruction then, in addition to the transportation services
allowed under this chapter, the district may use student
transportation allocations to provide the following expanded services
to students, regardless of whether those students would qualify as
eligible students under RCW 28A.160.160:

(a) Delivery of educational services necessary to provide
students with the opportunity to equitably access educational services
during the period of remote instruction. Delivery of educational
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services include the transportation of materials, hardware, and other
supports that assist students in accessing remote instruction,
internet connectivity, or the curriculum;

(b) Delivery of meals to students; and

(c) Providing for the transportation of students to and from
learning centers or other public or private agencies where educational
and support services are being provided to students during the period
of remote instruction. "Providing for" includes the provision of
payments to allow students to use public transit to access the
educational and support services.

(2) Nothing in this section is intended to limit a district's
ability to use transportation allocations to pay for fixed
transportation costs, such as school bus maintenance and basic
administrative, regulatory, safety, or operational expenses.

(3) If a district provides expanded services under subsection (1)
of this section, the district must track by a separate accounting code
the expenditures incurred by the district in providing such services.
This data must be included in the report required under RCW
28A.160.170(2) . [2021 ¢ 234 s 2.]

Intent—2021 ¢ 234: "The legislature recognizes that the COVID-19
pandemic has significantly changed the delivery of education across
the state, as school districts transition to remote learning
environments to protect the health of students and staff. The
legislature also recognizes that the role of transportation services
has evolved alongside remote learning programs to help students
equitably access the instructional program of basic education. As
permitted by emergency proclamation, many school districts have
adapted to remote learning by transporting meals, learning materials,
and technology supports directly to students' homes or neighborhoods.
Other school districts have used transportation resources to bring
students to learning centers or other agencies where support services
are provided.

This flexibility has allowed school districts to creatively use
the resources at their disposal to equitably address the needs of
students during an ongoing emergency.

With this act, the legislature intends to preserve this principle
of flexibility for qualifying transportation services during a future
local, state, or national emergency." [2021 c 234 s 1.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 234: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect immediately [May 10, 2021]." [2021 c 234 s 6.]

RCW 28A.160.190 Student transportation allocation—Notice—
Payment schedule. The superintendent shall notify districts of their
student transportation allocation before January 15th. The
superintendent shall recalculate and prorate the district's allocation
for the transportation of pupils to and from school.

The superintendent shall make the student transportation
allocation in accordance with the apportionment payment schedule in
RCW 28A.510.250. Such allocation payments may be based on the prior
school year's ridership report for payments to be made in September,
October, November, December, and January. [2009 ¢ 548 s 308; 1990 c
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33 s 145; 1985 ¢ 59 s 2; 1983 1lst ex.s. c 61 s 6; 1982 1st ex.s. c 24
s 3; 1981 ¢ 265 s 5. Formerly RCW 28A.41.525.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 304-311: See note following RCW
28A.160.150.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Severability—1983 1st ex.s. c 61l: See note following RCW
28A.160.010.

Effective date—Severability—1982 1st ex.s. ¢ 24: See notes
following RCW 28A.160.180.

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

RCW 28A.160.191 Student transportation allocation—Adequacy for
certain districts—Adjustment. The superintendent of public
instruction shall ensure that the allocation formula results in
adequate appropriation for low enrollment districts, nonhigh
districts, districts involved in cooperative transportation
agreements, and cooperative special transportation services operated
by educational service districts. If necessary, the superintendent
shall develop a separate process to adjust the allocation of the
districts. [2009 c 548 s 309.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 304-311: See note following RCW
28A.160.150.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

RCW 28A.160.192 Student transportation allocation—Distribution
formula. (1) The superintendent of public instruction shall phase-in
the implementation of the distribution formula under this chapter for
allocating state funds to school districts for the transportation of
students to and from school. The phase-in shall begin no later than
the 2011-2013 biennium and be fully implemented by the 2013-2015
biennium.

(a) The formula must be developed and revised on an ongoing basis
using the major cost factors in student transportation, including
basic and special student loads, school district land area, average
distance to school, roadway miles, and number of locations served.
Factors must include all those site characteristics that are
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statistically significant after analysis of the data required by the
revised reporting process.

(b) The formula must allocate funds to school districts based on
the average predicted costs of transporting students to and from
school, using a regression analysis. Only factors that are
statistically significant shall be used in the regression analysis.
Employee compensation costs included in the allowable transportation
expenditures used for the purpose of establishing each school
district's independent variable in the regression analysis shall be
limited to the base salary or hourly wage rates, fringe benefit rates,
and applicable health care rates provided in the omnibus
appropriations act.

(2) During the phase-in period, funding provided to school
districts for student transportation operations shall be distributed
on the following basis:

(a) Annually, each school district shall receive the lesser of
the previous school year's pupil transportation operations allocation,
or the total of allowable pupil transportation expenditures identified
on the previous school year's final expenditure report to the state
plus district indirect expenses using the federal restricted indirect
rate as calculated in the district annual financial report;

(b) Annually, the amount identified in (a) of this subsection
shall be adjusted for any budgeted increases provided in the omnibus
appropriations act for salaries or fringe benefits;

(c) Annually, any funds appropriated by the legislature in excess
of the maintenance level funding amount for student transportation
shall be distributed among school districts on a prorated basis using
the difference between the amount identified in (a) adjusted by (b) of
this subsection and the amount determined under the formula in RCW
28A.160.180; and

(d) Allocations provided to recognize the cost of depreciation to
districts contracting with private carriers for student transportation
shall be deducted from the allowable transportation expenditures in
(a) of this subsection. [2011 1st sp.s. c 27 s 3; 2010 c 236 s 8;
2009 c 548 s 311.]

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. c 27 ss 1-3: See note following
RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—2010 ¢ 236 ss 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, and 14: See
note following RCW 28A.150.260.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 304-311: See note following RCW
28A.160.150.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
RCW 28A.160.193 Transportation alternate funding grant program.
(1) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this

specific purpose, a transportation alternate funding grant program is
created.
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(2) As part of the award process for the grants, the
superintendent of public instruction must include a review of the
school district's efficiency rating, key performance indicators, and
local school district characteristics such as unique geographic
constraints, low enrollment, geographic density of students, the
percentage of students served under the McKinney-Vento homeless
assistance act from outside the district, or whether the district is a
nonhigh district. [2018 ¢ 266 s 103.]

RCW 28A.160.195 Vehicle acquisition—School bus categories—
Competitive specifications—Purchase—Reimbursement—Rules. (1) The
superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with the
regional transportation coordinators of the educational service
districts, shall establish a minimum number of school bus categories
considering the capacity and type of vehicles required by school
districts in Washington. The superintendent, in consultation with the
regional transportation coordinators of the educational service
districts, shall establish competitive specifications for each
category of school bus. The categories shall be developed to produce
minimum long-range operating costs, including costs of equipment and
all costs in operating the vehicles. The competitive specifications
shall meet federal motor vehicle safety standards, minimum state
specifications as established by rule by the superintendent, and
supported options as determined by the superintendent in consultation
with the regional transportation coordinators of the educational
service districts. The superintendent may solicit and accept price
quotes for a rear-engine category school bus that shall be reimbursed
at the price of the corresponding front engine category.

(2) After establishing school bus categories and competitive
specifications, the superintendent of public instruction shall solicit
competitive price quotes for base buses from school bus dealers to be
in effect for one year and shall establish a list of all accepted
price quotes in each category obtained under this subsection. The
superintendent shall also solicit price quotes for optional features
and equipment.

(3) (a) The superintendent shall base the level of reimbursement
to school districts and educational service districts for school buses
on the lowest quote for the base bus in each category. School
districts and educational service districts shall be reimbursed for
buses purchased only through a lowest-price competitive bid process
conducted under RCW 28A.335.190 or through the state bid process
established by this section.

(b) Once the total cost of ownership of zero emission school
buses is at or below the total cost of ownership of diesel school
buses, as determined under the formulas adopted by rule pursuant to
RCW 28A.160.260, school districts may only receive reimbursement for
the purchase of zero emission school buses, unless the district has
been granted an exception under RCW 28A.160.260(3). For the purposes
of this subsection, "zero emission school bus" means a school bus that
produces zero exhaust emission of any air pollutant and any greenhouse
gas other than water vapor.

(4) Notwithstanding RCW 28A.335.190, school districts and
educational service districts may purchase at the gquoted price
directly from any dealer who is on the list established under
subsection (2) of this section. School districts and educational
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service districts may make their own selections for school buses, but
shall be reimbursed at the rates determined under subsection (3) of
this section and RCW 28A.160.200. District-selected options shall not
be reimbursed by the state.

(5) This section does not prohibit school districts or
educational service districts from conducting their own competitive
bid process.

(6) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt rules
under chapter 34.05 RCW to implement this section. [2024 c 345 s 4;
2005 ¢ 492 s 1; 2004 c 276 s 904; 1995 1st sp.s. c 10 s 1.]

Findings—Intent—2024 c 345: See note following RCW 70A.15.4200.

Severability—Effective date—2004 c 276: See notes following RCW
43.330.167.

Effective dates—1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 10 ss 1 and 2: " (1) Section 1
of this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health, or safety, or support of the state government and its
existing public institutions, and shall take effect immediately [June
14, 1995].

(2) Section 2 of this act shall take effect September 1, 1995."
[1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 10 s 5.]

RCW 28A.160.200 Vehicle acquisition—Reimbursement schedule—
Maintenance and operation—Depreciation schedule. (1) The
superintendent shall develop a reimbursement schedule to pay districts
for the cost of student transportation vehicles purchased after
September 1, 1982. While it is the responsibility of each district to
select and pay for each student transportation vehicle purchased by
the district, each district shall be paid a sum based on the category
of vehicle, anticipated lifetime of vehicles of this category, and
state reimbursement rate for the category plus inflation as recognized
by the reimbursement schedule established in this section as set by
the superintendent. Categories and reimbursement rates of vehicles
shall be those established under RCW 28A.160.195. The accumulated
value of the payments and the potential investment return thereon
shall be designed to be equal to the replacement cost of the vehicle
less its salvage value at the end of its anticipated lifetime. The
superintendent shall revise at least annually the reimbursement
payments based on the current and anticipated future cost of
comparable categories of transportation equipment. Reimbursements to
school districts for approved transportation equipment shall be placed
in a separate transportation vehicle fund established for each school
district under RCW 28A.160.130. However, educational service districts
providing student transportation services pursuant to RCW
28A.310.180(4) and receiving moneys generated pursuant to this section
shall establish and maintain a separate transportation vehicle account
in the educational service district's general expense fund for the
purposes and subject to the conditions under RCW 28A.160.130 and
28A.320.300.

(2) To the extent possible, districts shall operate vehicles
acquired under this section not less than the number of years or
useful lifetime now, or hereafter, assigned to the category of
vehicles by the superintendent. School districts shall properly
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maintain the transportation equipment acquired under the provisions of
this section, in accordance with rules established by the office of
the superintendent of public instruction. If a district fails to
follow generally accepted standards of maintenance and operation, the
superintendent of public instruction shall penalize the district by
deducting from future reimbursements under this section an amount
equal to the original cost of the vehicle multiplied by the fraction
of the useful lifetime or miles the vehicle failed to operate.

(3) The superintendent shall annually develop a depreciation
schedule to recognize the cost of depreciation to districts
contracting with private carriers for student transportation. Payments
on this schedule shall be a straight line depreciation based on the
original cost of the appropriate category of vehicle. [1995 1st sp.s.
c 10 s 2; 1990 c 33 s 146; 1987 c 508 s 4; 1981 c 265 s 6. Formerly
RCW 28A.41.540.]

Effective dates—1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 10 ss 1 and 2: See note
following RCW 28A.160.195.

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 265: See notes following RCW
28A.160.150.

Transportation vehicle fund—Deposits in—Use—Rules for establishment
and use: RCW 28A.160.130.

RCW 28A.160.205 School bus replacement incentive program—Rules.
(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
implement a school bus replacement incentive program. As part of the
program, the office shall fund up to ten percent of the cost of a new
2007 or later model year school bus that meets the 2007 federal motor
vehicle emission control standards and is purchased by a school
district by no later than June 30, 2009, provided that the new bus is
replacing a 1994 or older school bus in the school district's fleet.
Replacement of the oldest buses must be given highest priority.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
ensure that buses being replaced through this program are surplused
under RCW 28A.335.180. As part of the surplus process, school
districts must provide written documentation to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction demonstrating that buses being
replaced are scrapped and not purchased for road use. The
documentation must include bus make, model, year, vehicle
identification number, engine make, engine serial number, and salvage
yard receipts; and must demonstrate that the engine and body of the
bus being replaced has been rendered unusable.

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction may
adopt any rules necessary for the implementation of chapter 348, Laws
of 2007. [2007 ¢ 348 s 101.]

Findings—2007 c 348: See RCW 43.325.005.
RCW 28A.160.210 School bus drivers—Training and qualifications—
Rules. In addition to other powers and duties, the superintendent of

public instruction shall adopt rules governing the training and
qualifications of school bus drivers. Such rules shall be designed to
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insure that persons will not be employed to operate school buses
unless they possess such physical health and driving skills as are
necessary to safely operate school buses: PROVIDED, That such rules
shall insure that school bus drivers are provided a due process
hearing before any certification required by such rules is canceled:
PROVIDED FURTHER, That such rules shall not conflict with the
authority of the department of licensing to license school bus drivers
in accordance with chapter 46.25 RCW. The superintendent of public
instruction may obtain a copy of the driving record, as maintained by
the department of licensing, for consideration when evaluating a
school bus driver's driving skills. [2006 ¢ 263 s 906; 1989 ¢ 178 s
20; 1981 ¢ 200 s 1; 1979 c 158 s 89; 1969 ex.s. c 153 s 4. Formerly
RCW 28A.04.131.]

Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes
following RCW 28A.150.230.

Effective dates—1989 c 178: See RCW 46.25.901.

RCW 28A.160.225 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class
districts. Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws
in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. [2011 ¢ 45 s 5.]

Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following
RCW 28A.330.250.

RCW 28A.160.230 Maintenance and repair of school buses by fire
protection districts—Authorized. The maintenance and repair of
school buses may be provided by a fire protection district pursuant to
RCW 52.12.031(1). [2019 c 402 s 2.]

RCW 28A.160.240 Transportation of infants. (1) By July 1, 2021,
at the request of an eligible student, a school district:

(a) May allow the student to transport his or her infant on a
school bus or other student transportation vehicle provided by the
district. The infant must be transported in a rear-facing child
restraint system as defined in the federal motor vehicle safety
standards in 49 C.F.R. Sec. 571.213;

(b) Must, in cases where a district denies a student's request to
transport his or her infant by school bus, authorize other
arrangements for individual transportation in accordance with RCW
28A.160.030.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "eligible student" has the
same meaning as in RCW 28A.160.160. [2020 ¢ 339 s 2.]

RCW 28A.160.250 Supplemental transportation allocation—Health
care and pension benefits. (1) A school district that experiences an
increase in costs to a pupil transportation services contract as
compared to prior year contract costs as a result of the provisions in
RCW 28A.160.140 is eligible for supplemental transportation
allocations as described in this section.
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(2) Beginning September 1, 2024, school districts that provide
pupil transportation through a contract with a nongovernmental entity
under RCW 28A.160.140 must annually provide the office of the
superintendent of public instruction with the following information:

(a) A breakdown of the total contract cost increase, including a
detailed explanation of the increase by expenditure type demonstrating
dollar equivalency as required in RCW 28A.160.140(2) (a) (i) and
percentage equivalency as required in RCW 28A.160.140(2) (a) (ii), as
defined by the office of the superintendent of public instruction, and
amount;

(b) A breakdown of cost from the contractor that shows the cost
to provide health care and pension benefits to employees prior to June
6, 2024, and the cost to provide health care and pension benefits to
employees after the implementation of benefits as described in RCW
28A.160.140;

(c) The amount of funding received through transportation
allocations under RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.192 prior to the
implementation of school employee benefits under chapter 41.05 RCW and
the amount of funding received through the same transportation
allocations for the period immediately following the implementation of
school employee benefits under chapter 41.05 RCW, to determine the
amount of funding for health care that is already being included in
allocations.

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction may
suspend the reporting requirements under subsection (2) of this
section on or after September 1, 2027, for districts that do not
request supplemental transportation allocations under this section.

(4) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this
specific purpose, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction must reimburse a school district for the increased cost
that is directly attributable to increased benefits as required under
chapter 313, Laws of 2024, using the following formula: The total
contract cost increase, less any amounts not attributable to benefits
required under RCW 28A.160.140, less the amount the allocation was
increased based on the actual cost increase through the transportation
funding formula. [2024 ¢ 313 s 3.]

Intent—2024 ¢ 313: See note following RCW 28A.160.140.

RCW 28A.160.260 Zero emission school buses—Cost of ownership
formula—Qualified reimbursement—Exceptions. (1) The office of the
superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with the
department of ecology, must develop preliminary guidance for school
districts regarding the formula factors used to calculate the total
cost of ownership for zero emission school buses and diesel school
buses. After considering feedback to the preliminary guidance, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction, in consultation
with the department of ecology, must adopt rules to establish the
formulas. Such formulas must, at a minimum, address the initial cost
of the bus at the time of purchase, the cost of maintenance, the cost
of fueling and charging, and the cost of replacing zero emission
school bus batteries, if applicable.

(2) (a) Once the total cost of ownership of zero emission school
buses is at or below the total cost of ownership of diesel school
buses, as determined by the formulas in subsection (1) of this
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section, school districts may only receive reimbursement under RCW
28A.160.195 and 28A.160.200 for the purchase of zero emission school
buses.

(b) The requirements of this subsection do not prohibit the use
of externally vented fuel-operated passenger heaters from November
15th through March 15th annually until other viable alternatives
become available.

(3) (a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
must make exceptions to the requirement under subsection (2) of this
section in the following circumstances:

(1) The reimbursement is for a diesel school bus that was
purchased prior to the total cost of ownership determination;

(ii) The school district has bus route mileage needs that cannot
be met by the average daily mileage achieved under actual use
conditions in Washington for zero emission school buses;

(iii) The school district has other unique needs that may not be
met by the technological capabilities of zero emission school buses;
or

(iv) The school district does not have, or have access to, the
appropriate charging infrastructure to support the use of zero
emission school buses. If a school district gqualifies under this
exception it must submit documentation indicating it has applied for
grant funding to install charging infrastructure under available
federal grant programs or the zero emission school bus grant program
established under RCW 70A.15.4200, or documentation from a public
utility district or utility company indicating the school district
does not have enough electric capacity to support the appropriate
charging infrastructure.

(b) Exceptions granted by the superintendent of public
instruction under (a) (ii) through (iv) of this subsection may not
exceed five years. A school district may apply to renew an exception
if the need for such an exception still exists after the initial
exception has expired.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "zero emission school bus"
means a school bus that produces zero exhaust emission of any air
pollutant and any greenhouse gas other than water vapor. [2024 c 345
s 3.]

Findings—Intent—2024 c 345: See note following RCW 70A.15.4200.
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Chapter 28A.165 RCW
LEARNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Sections

28A.165.005 Purpose.

28A.165.015 Definitions.

28A.165.037 Compliance with the Washington integrated student
supports protocol—Partnerships with out-of-school
organizations.

28A.165.055 Funds—Appropriation and distribution.

28A.165.057 Funds—COVID-19 pandemic.

28A.165.065 Monitoring.

28A.165.075 Rules.

28A.165.085 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class districts.

28A.165.100 Entrance and exit performance data—Report by school
districts—Report by the office of the superintendent
of public instruction.

RCW 28A.165.005 Purpose. This chapter is designed to: (1)
Promote the use of data when developing programs to assist students
who are not meeting academic standards; and (2) guide school districts
in providing the most effective and efficient practices when
implementing supplemental instruction and services to assist students
who are not meeting academic standards. [2021 ¢ 111 s 5; 2017 3xd
sp.s. ¢ 13 s 403; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 18 s 201; 2009 c 548 s 701; 2004 c
20 s 1.]

Finding—Intent—Effective date—2021 c 111: See notes following
RCW 28A.300.139.

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety—
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022.

Effective date—2009 ¢ 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

RCW 28A.165.015 Definitions. Unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise the definitions in this section apply throughout
this chapter.

(1) "Basic skills areas" means reading, writing, and mathematics
as well as readiness associated with these skills.
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(2) "Statewide student assessments" means one or more of the
assessments administered by school districts as required under RCW
28A.655.070.

(3) "Students who are not meeting academic standards" means
students with the greatest academic deficits in basic skills as
identified by statewide, school, or district assessments or other
performance measurement tools. [2021 ¢ 111 s 6; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s
404; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 s 202; 2009 c 548 s 702; 2004 c 20 s 2.]

Finding—Intent—Effective date—2021 c 111: See notes following
RCW 28A.300.139.

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety—
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

RCW 28A.165.037 Compliance with the Washington integrated
student supports protocol—Partnerships with out-of-school
organizations. (Contingent effective date.) (1) While the state
allocations for the learning assistance program under this chapter are
intended to be flexible dollars within the control of the public
school and school district, this local control must be balanced with
local accountability for improvement in student achievement.

(2) School district boards of directors must budget and expend
the appropriations for the learning assistance program, under RCW
28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065, using the framework of the Washington
integrated student supports protocol, established under RCW
28A.300.139.

(3) A district may use up to 15 percent of the district's
learning assistance program allocation to deliver academic,
nonacademic, and social-emotional supports and services to students
through partnerships with community-based or other out-of-school
organizations in accordance with RCW 28A.300.139. Any agreement
entered into by a school district and a community partner in
accordance with RCW 28A.300.139 must:

(a) Specify that learning assistance program funds may be used
only to provide direct supports and services to students;

(b) Clearly identify the academic, nonacademic, or social-
emotional supports and services that will be made available to
students by the community partner and how those supports and services
align to the needs of the students as identified in the student-level
needs assessment required by RCW 28A.300.139; and

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 28A.165 RCW Page 2



(c) Identify the in-school supports that will be reinforced by
the supports and services provided by the community partner to promote
student progress towards meeting academic standards. [2021 ¢ 111 s
3.1

Contingent effective date—2021 c 111 s 3: "Section 3 of this act
takes effect at the later of either: (1) The expiration or termination
of Proclamation 20-05, and any subsequent orders extending or amending
the proclamation, declaring a state of emergency on February 29, 2020,
for all counties in Washington due to COVID-19; or (2) September 1,
2025."™ [2021 ¢ 111 s 15.]

Notice of effective and expiration dates—2021 ¢ 111 ss 2 and 3:
"The office of the governor must provide written notice of the
expiration date of section 2 of this act and the effective date of
section 3 of this act to affected parties, the chief clerk of the
house of representatives, the secretary of the senate, the office of
the code reviser, and others as deemed appropriate by the office of
the governor." [2021 ¢ 111 s 16.]

Finding—Intent—Effective date—2021 c 111: See notes following
RCW 28A.300.139.

RCW 28A.165.055 Funds—Appropriation and distribution. (1) The
funds for the learning assistance program shall be appropriated in
accordance with RCW 28A.150.260 and the omnibus appropriations act.
The distribution formula is for school district allocation purposes
only, except as provided in RCW 28A.150.260(10) (a) (ii), but all funds
appropriated for the learning assistance program must be expended for
the purposes of RCW 28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065.

(2) A district's high poverty-based allocation is generated by
its qualifying schools as defined in RCW 28A.150.260(10) and must be
expended by the district for those schools. This funding must
supplement and not supplant the district's expenditures under this
chapter for those schools. [2018 ¢ 266 s 104; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 s
405; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 s 205; 2009 c 548 s 703; 2008 c 321 s 10;
2005 ¢ 489 s 1; 2004 c 20 s 6.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety—
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022.

Effective date—2009 ¢ 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.

Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.
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Findings—2008 c 321: See note following RCW 28A.320.190.

RCW 28A.165.057 Funds—COVID-19 pandemic. (Contingent expiration
date.) (1) Immediately upon April 21, 2021, and through the later of:
(a) The expiration or termination of Proclamation 20-05, and any
subsequent orders extending or amending the proclamation, declaring a
state of emergency on February 29, 2020, for all counties in
Washington due to COVID-19; or (b) September 1, 2025, school districts
must budget and expend the appropriations for the learning assistance
program, under RCW 28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065, to identify and
address the academic and nonacademic needs of students resulting from
and exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

(2) During the time period described in subsection (1) of this
section, school districts are encouraged to budget and expend the
appropriations for the learning assistance program, under RCW
28A.165.005 through 28A.165.065, using the framework of the Washington
integrated student supports protocol, established under RCW
28A.300.139.

(3) If a school district elects to budget and expend learning
assistance program funds using the framework of the Washington
integrated student supports protocol, a district may use up to 15
percent of the district's learning assistance program allocation to
deliver academic, nonacademic, and social-emotional supports and
services to students through partnerships with community-based or
other out-of-school organizations in accordance with RCW 28A.300.139.
Any agreement entered into by a school district and a community
partner in accordance with RCW 28A.300.139 must:

(a) Specify that learning assistance program funds may be used
only to provide direct supports and services to students;

(b) Clearly identify the academic, nonacademic, or social-
emotional supports and services that will be made available to
students by the community partner and how those supports and services
align to the needs of the students as identified in the student-level
needs assessment required by RCW 28A.300.139; and

(c) Identify the in-school supports that will be reinforced by
the supports and services provided by the community partner to promote
student progress towards meeting academic standards. [2021 ¢ 111 s
2.]

Contingent expiration date—2021 c 111 s 2: "Section 2 of this
act expires at the later of either: (1) The expiration or termination
of Proclamation 20-05, and any subsequent orders extending or amending
the proclamation, declaring a state of emergency on February 29, 2020,
for all counties in Washington due to COVID-19; or (2) September 1,
2025."™ [2021 c 111 s 14.]

Notice of effective and expiration dates—2021 c 111 ss 2 and 3:
See note following RCW 28A.165.037.

Finding—Intent—Effective date—2021 c¢ 111: See notes following
RCW 28A.300.139.

RCW 28A.165.065 Monitoring. To ensure that school districts are
meeting the requirements of this chapter, the superintendent of public
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instruction shall monitor learning assistance programs using, at
minimum, data reported as required under RCW 28A.165.100, no less than
once every four years. The primary purpose of program monitoring is to
evaluate the effectiveness of a school district's allocation and
expenditure of resources and monitor school district fidelity in
implementing best practices using the framework of the Washington
integrated student supports protocol, established under RCW
28A.300.139. The office of the superintendent of public instruction
may provide technical assistance to school districts to improve the
effectiveness of a learning assistance program. [2021 ¢ 111 s 7; 2013
2nd sp.s. ¢ 18 s 206; 2004 ¢ 20 s 7.]

Finding—Intent—Effective date—2021 c 111: See notes following
RCW 28A.300.139.

Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety—
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022.

RCW 28A.165.075 Rules. The superintendent of public instruction
shall adopt rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW that are
necessary to implement this chapter. [2004 ¢ 20 s 8.]

RCW 28A.165.085 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class
districts. Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws
in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. [2011 ¢ 45 s 6.]

Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following
RCW 28A.330.250.

RCW 28A.165.100 Entrance and exit performance data—Report by
school districts—Report by the office of the superintendent of public
instruction. (1) School districts shall record in the statewide
individual student data system annual entrance and exit performance
data for each student participating in the learning assistance program
according to specifications established by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction.

(2) Annually [by] September 30th, school districts shall report
to the office of the superintendent of public instruction, using a
common format prepared by the office:

(a) The amount of academic growth gained by students
participating in the learning assistance program;

(b) The number of students who gain at least one year of academic
growth;

(c) The specific practices, activities, and programs used by each
school building that received learning assistance program funding;

(d) The percentage of learning assistance program funding used to
engage community partners, the number of students receiving direct
supports and services from those community partners, and the types of
supports and services; and

(e) Other data if required by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction to demonstrate the efficacy of the learning
assistance program expenditures to show student academic growth gains
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including indicators aligned with the accountability framework for
schools receiving support under RCW 28A.657.110.

(3) By January 1, 2020, and each January 1lst thereafter, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall compile the
school district data reported as required by subsection (2) of this
section, and report, in compliance with RCW 43.01.036, to the
appropriate committees of the legislature with the annual and
longitudinal gains for the specific practices, activities, and
programs used by the school districts and schools to show which are
the most effective. The data must be disaggregated by student
subgroups as described in RCW 28A.300.042(1) for student-level data.
[2021 ¢ 111 s 8; 2019 c 208 s 1; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 s 204.]

Finding—Intent—Effective date—2021 c 111: See notes following
RCW 28A.300.139.

Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety—
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022.
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Chapter 28A.170 RCW
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AWARENESS PROGRAM

Sections

28A.170.050 Advisory committee—Members—Duties.
28A.170.075 Findings—Intent.

28A.170.080 Grants—Substance abuse intervention.
28A.170.090 Selection of grant recipients—Program rules.
28A.170.095 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class districts.

RCW 28A.170.050 Advisory committee—Members—Duties. The
superintendent of public instruction shall appoint a substance abuse
advisory committee comprised of: Representatives of certificated and
classified staff; administrators; parents; students; school directors;
the bureau of alcohol and substance abuse within the department of
social and health services; the traffic safety commission; and county
coordinators of alcohol and drug treatment. The committee shall advise
the superintendent on matters of local program development,
coordination, and evaluation. [1997 ¢ 13 s 3; 1987 ¢ 518 s 209.
Formerly RCW 28A.120.038.]

Intent—1994 c 166; 1987 c 518: See note following RCW
43.216.525.

Severability—1987 c 518: See note following RCW 43.216.525.

RCW 28A.170.075 Findings—Intent. (1) The legislature finds
that the provision of drug and alcohol counseling and related
prevention and intervention services in schools will enhance the
classroom environment for students and teachers, and better enable
students to realize their academic and personal potentials.

(2) The legislature finds that it is essential that resources be
made available to school districts to provide early drug and alcohol
prevention and intervention services to students and their families;
to assist in referrals to treatment providers; and to strengthen the
transition back to school for students who have had problems of drug
and alcohol abuse.

(3) Substance abuse awareness programs funded under this chapter
do not fall within the definition of basic education for purposes of
Article IX of the state Constitution and the state's funding duty
thereunder.

(4) The legislature intends to provide grants for drug and
alcohol abuse prevention and intervention in schools, targeted to
those schools with the highest concentrations of students at risk.
[1995 ¢ 335 s 204; 1990 ¢ 33 s 156; 1989 ¢ 271 s 310. Formerly RCW
28A.120.080.]

Part headings, table of contents not law—1995 c 335: See note
following RCW 28A.150.360.

Severability—1989 ¢ 271: See note following RCW 9.94A.510.
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RCW 28A.170.080 Grants—Substance abuse intervention. (1)
Grants provided under RCW 28A.170.090 may be used solely for services
provided by a substance abuse intervention specialist or for dedicated
staff time for counseling and intervention services provided by any
school district certificated employee who has been trained by and has
access to consultation with a substance abuse intervention specialist.
Services shall be directed at assisting students in kindergarten
through twelfth grade in overcoming problems of drug and alcohol
abuse, and in preventing abuse and addiction to such substances,
including nicotine. The grants shall require local matching funds so
that the grant amounts support a maximum of eighty percent of the
costs of the services funded. The services of a substance abuse
intervention specialist may be obtained by means of a contract with a
state or community services agency or a drug treatment center.
Services provided by a substance abuse intervention specialist may
include:

(a) Individual and family counseling, including preventive
counseling;

(b) Assessment and referral for treatment;

(c) Referral to peer support groups;

(d) Aftercare;

(e) Development and supervision of student mentor programs;

(f) Staff training, including training in the identification of
high-risk children and effective interaction with those children in
the classroom; and

(g) Development and coordination of school drug and alcohol core
teams, involving staff, students, parents, and community members.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "substance abuse
intervention specialist" means any one of the following, except that
diagnosis and assessment, counseling and aftercare specifically
identified with treatment of chemical dependency shall be performed
only by personnel who meet the same qualifications as are required of
a qualified chemical dependency counselor employed by an alcoholism or
drug treatment program approved by the department of social and health
services.

(a) An educational staff associate employed by a school district
or educational service district who holds certification as a school
counselor, school psychologist, school nurse, or school social worker
under Washington professional educator standards board rules adopted
pursuant to RCW 28A.410.210;

(b) An individual who meets the definition of a qualified drug or
alcohol counselor established by the bureau of alcohol and substance
abuse;

(c) A gqualified professional employed by the department of social
and health services;

(d) A psychologist licensed under chapter 18.83 RCW; or

(e) A children's mental health specialist as defined in RCW
71.34.020. [2011 c 89 s 8; 2005 c 497 s 213; 1990 ¢ 33 s 157; 1989 c
271 s 311. Formerly RCW 28A.120.082.]

Effective date—2011 c 89: See note following RCW 18.320.005.

Findings—2011 c 89: See RCW 18.320.005.

Intent—Part headings not law—Effective date—2005 c 497: See
notes following RCW 28A.305.011.
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Severability—1989 c 271: See note following RCW 9.94A.510.

RCW 28A.170.090 Selection of grant recipients—Program rules.
(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall select school
districts and cooperatives of school districts to receive grants for
drug and alcohol abuse prevention and intervention programs for
students in kindergarten through twelfth grade, from funds
appropriated by the legislature for this purpose. The minimum annual
grant amount per district or cooperative of districts shall be twenty
thousand dollars. Factors to be used in selecting proposals for
funding and in determining grant awards shall be developed in
consultation with the substance abuse advisory committee appointed
under RCW 28A.170.050, with the intent of targeting funding to
districts with high-risk populations. These factors may include:

(a) Characteristics of the school attendance areas to be served,
such as the number of students from low-income families, truancy
rates, juvenile justice referrals, and social services caseloads;

(b) The total number of students who would have access to
services; and

(c) Participation of community groups and law enforcement
agencies in drug and alcohol abuse prevention and intervention
activities.

(2) The application procedures for grants under this section
shall include provisions for comprehensive planning, establishment of
a school and community substance abuse advisory committee, and
documentation of the district's needs assessment. Planning and
application for grants under this section may be integrated with the
development of other substance abuse awareness programs by school
districts. School districts shall, to the maximum extent feasible,
coordinate the use of grants provided under this section with other
funding available for substance abuse awareness programs. School
districts should allocate resources giving emphasis to drug and
alcohol abuse intervention services for students in grades five
through nine. Grants may be used to provide services for students who
are enrolled in approved private schools.

(3) School districts receiving grants under this section shall be
required to establish a means of accessing formal assessment services
for determining treatment needs of students with drug and alcohol
problems. The grant applications submitted by districts shall identify
the districts' plan for meeting this regquirement.

(4) School districts receiving grants under this section shall be
required to perform biennial evaluations of their drug and alcohol
abuse prevention and intervention programs, and to report on the
results of these evaluations to the superintendent of public
instruction.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt rules to
implement RCW 28A.170.080 and 28A.170.090. [1995 c¢ 335 s 205; 1990 c
33 s 158; 1989 ¢ 271 s 312. Formerly RCW 28A.120.084.]

Part headings, table of contents not law—1995 c 335: See note
following RCW 28A.150.360.

Severability—1989 c 271: See note following RCW 9.94A.510.
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RCW 28A.170.095 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class
districts. Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws

in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. [2011 ¢ 45 s 7.]

Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following
RCW 28A.330.250.
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Chapter 28A.175 RCW
DROPOUT PREVENTION, INTERVENTION, AND RETRIEVAL SYSTEM

Sections

28A.175.010 Educational progress information—Reporting requirements
—Rules—Reports to legislature—Annual estimate of
savings.

28A.175.025 Building bridges program—Grants.

28A.175.035 Grants—Criteria and requirements—Data collection—

Third-party evaluator—Report.

28A.175.045 Grant awards—Recipients.

28A.175.055 Grant awards—Eligibility.

28A.175.065 Duties of educational service districts—Collaboration
with workforce development councils.

28A.175.074 Definitions.

28A.175.075 Advisory committee—Composition—Duties—Reports.

28A.175.100 Statewide dropout reengagement program.

28A.175.105 Statewide dropout reengagement program—Definitions.

28A.175.110 Statewide dropout reengagement program—Model interlocal
agreement and model contract—Students considered
regularly enrolled in district.

28A.175.115 Statewide dropout reengagement program—Rules.

28A.175.120 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class districts.

28A.175.130 Pay for actual student success (PASS) program—Created—
Finding—Collaboration.

28A.175.135 PASS program—Allocation of funds.

28A.175.140 PASS program—Duties of superintendent of public
instruction.

28A.175.145 PASS program—Awards.

28A.175.150 PASS program—Graduation coach.

28A.175.155 PASS program—High school completion account.

28A.175.160 PASS program—Information regarding funds and awards—
Development of strategies for dropout prevention and
reengagement programs, planning, and improvement.

RCW 28A.175.010 Educational progress information—Reporting
requirements—Rules—Reports to legislature—Annual estimate of
savings. Each school district shall account for the educational
progress of each of its students. To achieve this, school districts
shall be required to report annually to the superintendent of public
instruction:

(1) For students enrolled in each of a school district's high
school programs:

(a) The number of students who graduate in fewer than four years;

(b) The number of students who graduate in four years;

(c) The number of students who remain in school for more than
four years but who eventually graduate and the number of students who
remain in school for more than four years but do not graduate;

(d) The number of students who transfer to other schools;

(e) The number of students in the ninth through twelfth grade who
drop out of school over a four-year period; and

(f) The number of students whose status is unknown.
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(2) Dropout rates of students in each of the grades seven through
twelve.

(3) Dropout rates for student populations in each of the grades
seven through twelve by:

a) Ethnicity;

Gender;

Socioeconomic status;
Disability status; and
Identified homeless status.

(4) The causes or reasons, or both, attributed to students for
having dropped out of school in grades seven through twelve.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules
under chapter 34.05 RCW to assure uniformity in the information
districts are required to report under subsections (1) through (4) of
this section. In developing rules, the superintendent of public
instruction shall consult with school districts, including
administrative and counseling personnel, with regard to the methods
through which information is to be collected and reported.

(6) In reporting on the causes or reasons, or both, attributed to
students for having dropped out of school, school building officials
shall, to the extent reasonably practical, obtain such information
directly from students. In lieu of obtaining such information directly
from students, building principals and counselors shall identify the
causes or reasons, or both, based on their professional judgment.

(7) The superintendent of public instruction shall post annually
to the office's website the information collected under subsections
(1) through (4) of this section.

(8) The Washington state institute for public policy shall
calculate an annual estimate of the savings resulting from any change
compared to the prior school year in the extended graduation rate. The
superintendent shall include the estimate from the institute on the
office's website as required under subsection (7) of this section,
beginning with the 2010 report. [2020 ¢ 61 s 1; 2014 c 212 s 4; 2010
c 243 s 5; 2005 ¢ 207 s 3; 1991 ¢ 235 s 4; 1986 ¢ 151 s 1. Formerly
RCW 28A.58.087.]

(
(
(
(
(

>0 0.0 0

Findings—Intent—2014 c 212: See note following RCW 28A.300.540.

Findings—Intent—2005 c 207: See note following RCW 28A.600.300.

RCW 28A.175.025 Building bridges program—Grants. Subject to
the availability of funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of
the superintendent of public instruction shall create a grant program
and award grants to local partnerships of schools, families, and
communities to begin the phase in of a statewide comprehensive dropout
prevention, intervention, and retrieval system. This program shall be
known as the building bridges program.

(1) For purposes of RCW 28A.175.025 through 28A.175.075, a
"building bridges program" means a local partnership of schools,
families, and communities that provides all of the following programs
or activities:

(a) A system that identifies individual students at risk of
dropping out from middle through high school based on local predictive
data, including state assessment data starting in the fourth grade,
and provides timely interventions for such students and for dropouts,
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including a plan for educational success as already required by the
student learning plan as defined under *RCW 28A.655.061. Students
identified shall include foster care youth, youth involved in the
juvenile Jjustice system, and students receiving special education
services under chapter 28A.155 RCW;

(b) Coaches or mentors for students as necessary;

(c) Staff responsible for coordination of community partners that
provide a seamless continuum of academic and nonacademic support in
schools and communities;

(d) Retrieval or reentry activities; and

(e) Alternative educational programming, including, but not
limited to, career and technical education exploratory and preparatory
programs and online learning opportunities.

(2) One of the grants awarded under this section shall be for a
two-year demonstration project focusing on providing fifth through
twelfth grade students with a program that utilizes technology and is
integrated with state standards, basic academics, cross-cultural
exposures, and age-appropriate preemployment training. The project
shall:

(a) Establish programs in two western Washington and one eastern
Washington urban areas;

(b) Identify at-risk students in each of the distinct communities
and populations and implement strategies to close the achievement gap;

(c) Collect and report data on participant characteristics and
outcomes of the project, including the characteristics and outcomes
specified under RCW 28A.175.035(1) (e); and

(d) Submit a report to the legislature by December 1, 2009.

[2007 c 408 s 2.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.655.061 expired August 31, 2022.

Intent—Findings—2007 c 408: "It is the intent of the legislature
that increasing academic success and increasing graduation rates be
dual goals for the K-12 system. The legislature finds that only
seventy-four percent of the class of 2005 graduated on time. Students
of color, students living in poverty, students in foster care,
students in the Jjuvenile justice system, students who are homeless,
students for whom English is not their primary language, and students
with disabilities have lower graduation rates than the average. The
legislature further finds that students who drop out experience more
frequent occurrences of early pregnancy, delinquency, substance abuse,
and mental health issues, and have greater need of publicly funded
health and social services. The legislature further finds that helping
all students be successful in school requires active participation in
coordinating services from schools, parents, and other stakeholders
and agencies in the local community. The legislature finds that
existing resources to vulnerable youth are used more efficiently and
effectively when there is significant coordination across local and
state entities. The legislature further finds that efficiency and
accountability of the K-12 system would be improved by creating a
dropout prevention and intervention grant program that implements
research-based and emerging best practices and evaluates results."
[2007 c 408 s 1.]
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RCW 28A.175.035 Grants—Criteria and requirements—Data
collection—Third-party evaluator—Report. (1) The office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall:

(a) Identify criteria for grants and evaluate proposals for
funding in consultation with the workforce training and education
coordinating board;

(b) Develop and monitor requirements for grant recipients to:

(1) Identify students who both fail the Washington assessment of
student learning and drop out of school;

(ii) Identify their own strengths and gaps in services provided
to youth;

(iii) Set their own local goals for program outcomes;

(iv) Use research-based and emerging best practices that lead to
positive outcomes in implementing the building bridges program; and

(v) Coordinate an outreach campaign to bring public and private
organizations together and to provide information about the building
bridges program to the local community;

(c) In setting the requirements under (b) of this subsection,
encourage creativity and provide for flexibility in implementing the
local building bridges program;

(d) Identify and disseminate successful practices;

(e) Develop requirements for grant recipients to collect and
report data, including, but not limited to:

(i) The number of and demographics of students served including,
but not limited to, information regarding a student's race and
ethnicity, a student's household income, a student's housing status,
whether a student is a foster youth or youth involved in the juvenile
justice system, whether a student is disabled, and the primary
language spoken at a student's home;

(1ii) Washington assessment of student learning scores;

(iii) Dropout rates;

(iv) On-time graduation rates;

(v) Extended graduation rates;

(vi) Credentials obtained;

(vii) Absenteeism rates;

(viii) Truancy rates; and

(ix) Credit retrieval;

(f) Contract with a third party to evaluate the infrastructure
and implementation of the partnership including the leveraging of
outside resources that relate to the goal of the partnership. The
third-party contractor shall also evaluate the performance and
effectiveness of the partnerships relative to the type of entity, as
identified in RCW 28A.175.045, serving as the lead agency for the
partnership; and

(g) Report to the legislature by December 1, 2008.

(2) In performing its duties under this section, the office of
the superintendent of public instruction is encouraged to consult with
the work group identified in *RCW 28A.175.075.

(3) In selecting recipients for grant funds appropriated under
RCW 28A.175.135, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall use a streamlined and expedited application and
review process for those programs that have already proven to be
successful in dropout prevention. [2011 ¢ 288 s 9; 2007 c 408 s 3.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.175.075 was amended by 2020 ¢ 114 s 2,
renaming the "building bridges work group" to the "graduation: a team
effort partnership advisory committee."
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Intent—Findings—2007 c 408: See note following RCW 28A.175.025.

RCW 28A.175.045 Grant awards—Recipients. In awarding the
grants under RCW 28A.175.025, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction shall prioritize schools or districts with dropout
rates above the statewide average and shall attempt to award building
bridges program grants to different geographic regions of the state.
Eligible recipients shall be one of the following entities acting as a
lead agency for the local partnership: A school district, a tribal
school, an area workforce development council, an educational service
district, an accredited institution of higher education, a wvocational
skills [skill] center, a federally recognized tribe, a community
organization, or a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) corporation. If the recipient
is not a school district, at least one school district must be
identified within the partnership. The superintendent of public
instruction shall ensure that grants are distributed proportionately
between school districts and other recipients. This requirement may be
waived 1f the superintendent of public instruction finds that the
quality of the programs or applications from these entities does not
warrant the awarding of the grants proportionately. [2007 c 408 s 4.]

Intent—Findings—2007 c 408: See note following RCW 28A.175.025.

RCW 28A.175.055 Grant awards—Eligibility. To be eligible for a
grant under RCW 28A.175.025, grant applicants shall:

(1) Build or demonstrate a commitment to building a broad-based
partnership of schools, families, and community members to provide an
effective and efficient building bridges program. The partnership
shall consider an effective model for school-community partnerships
and include local membership from, but not limited to, school
districts, tribal schools, secondary career and technical education
programs, skill centers that serve the local community, an educational
service district, the area workforce development council, accredited
institutions of higher education, tribes or other cultural
organizations, the parent teacher association, the juvenile court,
prosecutors and defenders, the local health department, health care
agencies, public transportation agencies, local division
representatives of the department of social and health services,
businesses, city or county government agencies, civic organizations,
and appropriate youth-serving community-based organizations.
Interested parents and students shall be actively included whenever
possible;

(2) Demonstrate how the grant will enhance any dropout prevention
and intervention programs and services already in place in the
district;

(3) Provide a twenty-five percent match that may include in-kind
resources from within the partnership;

(4) Track and report data required by the grant; and

(5) Describe how the dropout prevention, intervention, and
retrieval system will be sustained after initial funding, including
roles of each of the partners. [2007 c 408 s 5.]

Intent—Findings—2007 c 408: See note following RCW 28A.175.025.
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RCW 28A.175.065 Duties of educational service districts—
Collaboration with workforce development councils. (1) Educational
service districts, in collaboration with area workforce development
councils, shall:

(a) Provide technical assistance to local partnerships
established under a grant awarded under RCW 28A.175.025 in collecting
and using performance data; and

(b) At the request of a local partnership established under a
grant awarded under RCW 28A.175.025, provide assistance in the
development of a functional sustainability plan, including the
identification of potential funding sources for future operation.

(2) Local partnerships established under a grant awarded under
RCW 28A.175.025 may contract with an educational service district,
workforce development council, or a private agency for specialized
training in such areas as cultural competency, identifying diverse
learning styles, and intervention strategies for students at risk of
dropping out of school. [2007 c 408 s 6.]

Intent—Findings—2007 c 408: See note following RCW 28A.175.025.

RCW 28A.175.074 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout section 3, chapter 243, Laws of 2010 and RCW
28A.175.075 unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(1) "Critical community members" means representatives in the
local community from among the following agencies and organizations:
Student/parent organizations, parents and families, local government,
law enforcement, juvenile corrections, any tribal organization in the
local school district, the local health district, nonprofit and social
service organizations serving youth, and faith organizations.

(2) "Dropout early warning and intervention data system" means a
student information system that provides the data needed to conduct a
universal screening to identify students at risk of dropping out,
catalog student interventions, and monitor student progress towards
graduation.

(3) "K-12 dropout prevention, intervention, and reengagement
system" means a system that provides all of the following functions:

(a) Engaging in school improvement planning specifically focused
on improving high school graduation rates, including goal-setting and
action planning, based on a comprehensive assessment of strengths and
challenges;

(b) Providing prevention activities including, but not limited
to, emotionally and physically safe school environments,
implementation of a comprehensive guidance and counseling model
facilitated by certified school counselors, core academic instruction,
and career and technical education exploratory and preparatory
programs;

(c) Identifying vulnerable students based on a dropout early
warning and intervention data system;

(d) Timely academic and nonacademic group and individual
interventions for vulnerable students based on a response to
intervention model, including planning and sharing of information at
critical academic transitions;

(e) Providing graduation coaches, mentors, certified school
counselors, and/or case managers for vulnerable students identified as
needing a more intensive one-on-one adult relationship;
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(f) Establishing and providing staff to coordinate a school/
family/community partnership that assists in building a K-12 dropout
prevention, intervention, and reengagement system;

(g) Providing retrieval or reentry activities; and

(h) Providing alternative educational programming including, but
not limited to, credit retrieval and online learning opportunities.

(4) "School/family/community partnership" means a partnership
between a school or schools, families, and the community, that engages
critical community members in a formal, structured partnership with
local school districts in a coordinated effort to provide
comprehensive support services and improve outcomes for vulnerable
youth.

(5) "Vulnerable students" means students who are in foster care,
involved in the juvenile justice system, receiving special education
services under chapter 28A.155 RCW, recent immigrants, homeless,
emotionally traumatized, or are facing behavioral health issues, and
students deemed at-risk of school failure as identified by a dropout
early warning data system or other assessment. [2010 c 243 s 2.]

RCW 28A.175.075 Advisory committee—Composition—Duties—Reports.
(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
establish a state-level advisory committee to be known as the
graduation: a team effort partnership advisory committee. The advisory
committee shall include K-12 and state agencies that work with youth
who have dropped out or are at risk of dropping out of school. The
following agencies shall appoint representatives to the advisory
committee: The office of the superintendent of public instruction, the
workforce training and education coordinating board, the department of
children, youth, and families, the employment security department, the
state board for community and technical colleges, the department of
health, the community mobilization office, and the children's services
and behavioral health and recovery divisions of the department of
social and health services. The advisory committee shall also consist
of one representative from each of the following agencies and
organizations: A statewide organization representing career and
technical education programs including skill centers; the juvenile
courts or the office of juvenile justice, or both; the Washington
association of prosecuting attorneys; the Washington state office of
public defense; accredited institutions of higher education; the
educational service districts; the area workforce development
councils; parent and educator associations; educational opportunity
gap oversight and accountability committee; office of the education
ombuds; local school districts; agencies or organizations that provide
services to special education students; community organizations
serving youth; federally recognized tribes and urban tribal centers;
each of the major political caucuses of the senate and house of
representatives; and the minority commissions.

(2) To assist and enhance the work of the programs established in
RCW 28A.175.025, the advisory committee shall:

(a) Identify and make recommendations to the legislature for the
reduction of fiscal, legal, and regulatory barriers that prevent
coordination of program resources across agencies at the state and
local level;

(b) Develop and track performance measures and benchmarks for
each partner agency or organization across the state including
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performance measures and benchmarks based on student characteristics
and outcomes specified in RCW 28A.175.035(1) (e); and

(c) Identify research-based and emerging best practices regarding
prevention, intervention, and retrieval programs.

(3) The advisory committee shall report to the appropriate
committees of the legislature and the governor on an annual basis
beginning December 1, 2007, with proposed strategies for building K-12
dropout prevention, intervention, and reengagement systems in local
communities throughout the state including, but not limited to,
recommendations for implementing emerging best practices, needed
additional resources, and eliminating barriers.

(4) State agencies in the advisory committee shall work together,
wherever feasible, on the following activities to support school/
family/community partnerships engaged in building K-12 dropout
prevention, intervention, and reengagement systems:

(a) Providing opportunities for coordination and flexibility of
program eligibility and funding criteria;

(b) Providing joint funding;

(c) Developing protocols and templates for model agreements on
sharing records and data;

(d) Providing joint professional development opportunities that
provide knowledge and training on:

(1) Research-based and promising practices;

(ii) The availability of programs and services for wvulnerable
youth; and

(iii) Cultural competence. [2020 ¢ 114 s 2; 2018 c 58 s 31; 2010
c 162 s 1; 2013 ¢ 23 s 46; 2010 c 243 s 4; 2007 c 408 s 7.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 114: "This act takes effect July 1, 2020."
[2020 ¢ 114 s 25.]

Effective date—2018 c 58: See note following RCW 28A.655.080.

Intent—Findings—2007 c 408: See note following RCW 28A.175.025.

RCW 28A.175.100 Statewide dropout reengagement program. (1)
This section and RCW 28A.175.105 through 28A.175.115 provide a
statutory framework for a statewide dropout reengagement system to
provide appropriate educational opportunities and access to services
for students age sixteen to twenty-one who have dropped out of high
school or are not accumulating sufficient credits to reasonably
complete a high school diploma in a public school before the age of
twenty-one.

(2) Under the system, school districts may:

(a) Enter into the model interlocal agreement developed under RCW
28A.175.110 with an educational service district, community or
technical college, or other public entity to provide a dropout
reengagement program for eligible students of the district; or

(b) Enter into the model contract developed under RCW 28A.175.110
with a community-based organization to provide a dropout reengagement
program for eligible students of the district.

(3) If a school district does not enter an interlocal agreement
or contract with an educational service district, community or
technical college, other public entity, or community-based
organization to provide a dropout reengagement program for eligible
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students residing in the district, the educational service district,
community or technical college, other public entity, or community-
based organization may petition a school district other than the
resident school district to enroll the eligible students under RCW
28A.225.220 through 28A.225.230 and enter the interlocal agreement or
contract with the petitioning entity to provide a dropout reengagement
program for the eligible students.

(4) This section does not affect the authority of school
districts to contract for educational services under RCW 28A.150.305
and 28A.320.035. This section also does not affect the authority of
school districts to offer dropout reengagement programs or other
educational services for eligible students directly. [2010 ¢ 20 s 2.]

Intent—2013 ¢ 39; 2010 ¢ 20: " (1) In every school district there
are older youth who have become disengaged with the traditional
education program of public high schools. They may have failed
multiple classes and are far behind in accumulating credits to
graduate. They do not see a high school diploma as an achievable goal.
They may have dropped out of school entirely. They are not likely to
become reengaged in their education by the prospect of reenrollment in
a traditional or even an alternative high school.

(2) For many years, school districts, community and technical
colleges, and community-based organizations have created partnerships
to provide appropriate educational programs for these students.
Programs such as career education options and career link have
successfully offered individualized academic instruction, case
management support, and career-oriented skills in an age-appropriate
learning environment to hundreds of disengaged older youth.
Preparation for a test to earn a high school equivalency certificate
as provided in RCW 28B.50.536 in accordance with rules adopted under
RCW 28A.305.190 is provided but is not the end goal for students.

(3) However, in recent years, many of these partnerships have
ceased to operate. The laws and rules authorizing school districts to
contract using basic education allocations do not provide sufficient
guidance and instead present barriers. Program providers are forced to
adapt to rules that were not written to address the needs of the
students being served. Questions and concerns about liability,
responsibility, and administrative burden have caused districts
reluctantly to abandon their partnerships, and consequently leave
hundreds of students without a viable alternative for continuing their
public education.

(4) Therefore the legislature intends to provide a statutory
framework to support a statewide dropout reengagement system for older
youth. The framework clarifies and standardizes funding, programs, and
administration by directing the office of the superintendent of public
instruction to develop model contracts and interlocal agreements. It
is the legislature's intent to encourage school districts, community
and technical colleges, and community-based organizations to
participate in this system and provide appropriate instruction and
services to reengage older students and help them make progress toward
a meaningful credential and career skills." [2013 ¢ 39 s 4; 2010 c 20
s 1.]

RCW 28A.175.105 Statewide dropout reengagement program—
Definitions. The definitions in this section apply throughout RCW
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28A.175.100 through 28A.175.110 unless the context clearly requires
otherwise:

(1) "Dropout reengagement program" means an educational program
that offers at least the following instruction and services:

(a) Academic instruction, including but not limited to
preparation to earn a high school equivalency certificate as provided
in RCW 28B.50.536 in accordance with rules adopted under RCW
28A.305.190, academic skills instruction, and college and work
readiness preparation, that generates credits that can be applied to a
high school diploma from the student's school district or from a
community or technical college under RCW 28B.50.535 and has the goal
of enabling the student to obtain the academic and work readiness
skills necessary for employment or postsecondary study. A dropout
reengagement program is not required to offer instruction in only
those subject areas where a student is deficient in accumulated
credits. Academic instruction must be provided by teachers certified
by the Washington professional educator standards board or by
instructors employed by a community or technical college whose
required credentials are established by the college;

(b) Case management, academic and career counseling, and
assistance with accessing services and resources that support at-risk
youth and reduce barriers to educational success; and

(c) If the program provider is a community or technical college,
the opportunity for qualified students to enroll in college courses
that lead to a postsecondary degree or certificate. The college may
not charge an eligible student tuition for such enrollment.

(2) "Eligible student" means a student who:

(a) Is at least sixteen but less than twenty-one years of age at
the beginning of the school year;

(b) Is not accumulating sufficient credits toward a high school
diploma to reasonably complete a high school diploma from a public
school before the age of twenty-one or is recommended for the program
by case managers from the department of social and health services or
the juvenile justice system; and

(c) Is enrolled or enrolls in the school district in which the
student resides, or is enrolled or enrolls in an institutional
education program as defined in RCW 28A.190.005 or a nonresident
school district under RCW 28A.225.220 through 28A.225.230.

(3) "Full-time equivalent eligible student" means an eligible
student whose enrollment and attendance meet criteria adopted by the
office of the superintendent of public instruction specifically for
dropout reengagement programs. The criteria shall be:

(a) Based on the community or technical college credits generated
by the student if the program provider is a community or technical
college; and

(b) Based on a minimum amount of planned programming or
instruction and minimum attendance by the student rather than hours of
seat time if the program provider is a community-based organization.
[2021 ¢ 164 s 7; 2013 ¢ 39 s 5; 2010 ¢ 20 s 3.]

Findings—Intent—2021 c 164: See note following RCW 28A.190.005.

Intent—2010 ¢ 20: See note following RCW 28A.175.100.
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RCW 28A.175.110 Statewide dropout reengagement program—Model
interlocal agreement and model contract—Students considered regularly
enrolled in district. (1) The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall develop a model interlocal agreement and a model
contract for the dropout reengagement system.

(2) The model interlocal agreement and contract shall, at a
minimum, address the following:

(a) Responsibilities for identification, referral, and enrollment
of eligible students;

(b) Instruction and services to be provided by a dropout
reengagement program, as specified under RCW 28A.175.105;

(c) Responsibilities for data collection and reporting, including
student transcripts and data required for the statewide student
information system;

(d) Administration of the high school statewide student
assessments;

(e) Uniform financial reimbursement rates per full-time
equivalent eligible student enrolled in a dropout reengagement
program, calculated and allocated as a statewide annual average of the
basic education allocations generated under RCW 28A.150.260 for
nonvocational students and including enhancements for vocational
students where eligible students are enrolled in vocational courses in
a program, and allowing for a uniform administrative fee to be
retained by the district;

(f) Responsibilities for provision of special education or
related services for eligible students with disabilities who have an
individualized education program;

(g) Responsibilities for necessary accommodations and plans for
students qualifying under section 504 of the rehabilitation act of
1973;

(h) Minimum instructional staffing ratios for dropout
reengagement programs offered by community-based organizations, which
are not required to be the same as for other basic education programs
in school districts; and

(i) Performance measures that must be reported to the office of
the superintendent of public instruction in a common format for
purposes of accountability, including longitudinal monitoring of
student progress and postsecondary education and employment.

(3) Eligible students enrolled in a dropout reengagement program
under RCW 28A.175.100, 28A.175.105, and this section are considered
regularly enrolled students of the school district in which they are
enrolled, except that the students shall not be included in the school
district's enrollment for purposes of calculating compliance with RCW
28A.150.100. [2010 c 20 s 4.]

Intent—2010 ¢ 20: See note following RCW 28A.175.100.

RCW 28A.175.115 Statewide dropout reengagement program—Rules.
(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall adopt
rules to implement RCW 28A.175.100 through 28A.175.110.

(2) When adopting rules under this section and developing model
interlocal agreements and contracts under RCW 28A.175.110, the office
of the superintendent of public instruction shall consult with the
state board for community and technical colleges, the workforce
training and education coordinating board, colleges and community-
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based organizations that have previously offered dropout reengagement
programs, providers of online courses and programs approved under RCW
28A.250.020, school districts, and educational service districts.
[2010 ¢ 20 s 5.]

Intent—2010 ¢ 20: See note following RCW 28A.175.100.

RCW 28A.175.120 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class
districts. Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws
in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. [2011 c 45 s 8.]

Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following
RCW 28A.330.250.

RCW 28A.175.130 Pay for actual student success (PASS) program—
Created—Finding—Collaboration. (1) The pay for actual student
success (PASS) program is created under this section and RCW
28A.175.135 through 28A.175.160 to invest in proven dropout prevention
and intervention programs as provided in RCW 28A.175.135 and provide a
financial award for high schools that demonstrate improvement in the
dropout prevention indicators established under RCW 28A.175.140. The
legislature finds that increased accumulation of credits and
reductions in incidents of student discipline lead to improved
graduation rates.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, the
workforce training and education coordinating board, the *building
bridges working group, the student achievement council, and the
college scholarship organization under RCW 28A.175.135(4) shall
collaborate to assure that the programs under RCW 28A.175.135 operate
systematically and are expanded to include as many additional students
and schools as possible. [2012 ¢ 229 s 503; 2011 ¢ 288 s 2.]

*Reviser's note: The "building bridges work group" was renamed
the "graduation: a team effort partnership advisory committee" by 2020
c 114 s 2.

Effective date—2012 c 229 ss 101, 117, 401, 402, 501 through
594, 601 through 609, 701 through 708, 801 through 821, 902, and 904:
See note following RCW 28B.77.005.

RCW 28A.175.135 PASS program—Allocation of funds. Subject to
funds appropriated for this purpose, funds shall be allocated as
specified in the omnibus appropriations act to support the PASS
program through the following programs:

(1) The opportunity internship program under RCW 28C.18.160
through 28C.18.168;

(2) The jobs for America's graduates program administered through
the office of the superintendent of public instruction;

(3) The building bridges program under RCW 28A.175.025, to be
used to expand programs that have been implemented by building bridges
partnerships and determined by the *building bridges work group to be
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successful in reducing dropout rates, or to replicate such programs in
new partnerships; and

(4) Individualized student support services provided by a college
scholarship organization with expertise in managing scholarships for
low-income, high potential students and foster care youth under
contract with the office of student financial assistance, including
but not limited to college and career advising, counseling, tutoring,
community mentor programs, and leadership development. [2012 c 229 s
601; 2011 c 288 s 3.]

*Reviser's note: The "building bridges work group" was renamed
the "graduation: a team effort partnership advisory committee" by 2020
c 114 s 2.

Effective date—2012 c 229 ss 101, 117, 401, 402, 501 through
594, 601 through 609, 701 through 708, 801 through 821, 902, and 904:
See note following RCW 28B.77.005.

RCW 28A.175.140 PASS program—Duties of superintendent of public
instruction. (1) The office of the superintendent of public
instruction, in consultation with the state board of education, must:

(a) Calculate the annual extended graduation rate for each high
school, which is the rate at which a class of students enters high
school as first-year students and graduates with a high school
diploma, including students who receive a high school diploma after
the year they were expected to graduate. The office may statistically
adjust the rate for student demographics in the high school, including
the number of students eligible for free and reduced-price meals,
special education and English language learner students, students of
various racial and ethnic backgrounds, and student mobility;

(b) Annually calculate the proportion of students at grade level
for each high school, which shall be measured by the number of credits
a student has accumulated at the end of each school year compared to
the total number required for graduation. For the purposes of this
subsection (1) (b), the office shall adopt a standard definition of "at
grade level" for each high school grade;

(c) Annually calculate the proportion of students in each high
school who are suspended or expelled from school, as reported by the
high school. In-school suspensions shall not be included in the
calculation. Improvement on the indicator under this subsection (1) (c)
shall be measured by a reduction in the number of students suspended
or expelled from school; and

(d) Beginning with the 2012-13 school year, annually measure
student attendance in each high school as provided under RCW
28A.300.0406.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction may
add dropout prevention indicators to the list of indicators under
subsection (1) of this section, such as student grades, state
assessment mastery, or student retention.

(3) To the maximum extent possible, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall rely on data collected
through the comprehensive education data and research system to
calculate the dropout prevention indicators under this section and
shall minimize additional data collection from schools and school
districts unless necessary to meet the requirements of this section.
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(4) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
develop a metric for measuring the performance of each high school on
the indicators under subsection (1) of this section that assigns
points for each indicator and results in a single numeric dropout
prevention score for each high school. The office shall weight the
extended graduation rate indicator within the metric so that a high
school does not qualify for an award under RCW 28A.175.145 without an
increase in its extended graduation rate. The metric used through the
2012-13 school year shall include the indicators in subsection (1) (a)
through (c) of this section and shall measure improvement against the
2010-11 school year as the baseline year. Beginning in the 2013-14
school year, the metric shall also include the indicator in subsection
(1) (d) of this section, with improvement in this indicator measured
against the 2012-13 school year as the baseline year. The office may
establish a minimum level of improvement in a high school's dropout
prevention score for the high school to qualify for a PASS program
award under RCW 28A.175.145. [2013 ¢ 23 s 47; 2011 c 288 s 4.]

RCW 28A.175.145 PASS program—Awards. (1) (a) Subject to funds
appropriated for this purpose or otherwise available in the account
established in RCW 28A.175.155, beginning in the 2011-12 school year
and each year thereafter, a high school that demonstrates improvement
in its dropout prevention score compared to the baseline school year
as calculated under RCW 28A.175.140 may receive a PASS program award
as provided under this section. The legislature intends to recognize
and reward continuous improvement by using a baseline year for
calculating eligibility for PASS program awards so that a high school
retains previously earned award funds from one year to the next unless
its performance declines.

(b) The office of the superintendent of public instruction must
determine the amount of PASS program awards based on appropriated
funds and eligible high schools. The intent of the legislature is to
provide an award to each eligible high school commensurate with the
degree of improvement in the high school's dropout prevention score
and the size of the high school. The office must establish a minimum
award amount. If funds available for PASS program awards are not
sufficient to provide an award to each eligible high school, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall establish
objective criteria to prioritize awards based on eligible high schools
with the greatest need for additional dropout prevention and
intervention services. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall encourage and may require a high school receiving a
PASS program award to demonstrate an amount of community matching
funds or an amount of in-kind community services to support dropout
prevention and intervention.

(c) Ninety percent of an award under this section must be
allocated to the eligible high school to be used for dropout
prevention activities in the school as specified in subsection (2) of
this section. The principal of the high school shall determine the use
of funds after consultation with parents and certificated and
classified staff of the school.

(d) Ten percent of an award under this section must be allocated
to the school district in which the eligible high school is located to
be used for dropout prevention activities as specified in subsection
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(2) of this section in the high school or in other schools in the
district.

(e) The office of the superintendent of public instruction may
withhold distribution of award funds under this section to an
otherwise eligible high school or school district if the
superintendent of public instruction issues a finding that the school
or school district has willfully manipulated the dropout prevention
indicators under RCW 28A.175.140, for example by expelling,
suspending, transferring, or refusing to enroll students at risk of
dropping out of school or at risk of low achievement.

(2) High schools and school districts may use PASS program award
funds for any programs or activities that support the development of a
dropout prevention, intervention, and reengagement system as described
in RCW 28A.175.074, offered directly by the school or school district
or under contract with education agencies or community-based
organizations, including but not limited to educational service
districts and workforce development councils. Such programs or
activities may include but are not limited to the following:

(a) Strategies to close the educational opportunity and
achievement gaps among groups of students as disaggregated by the
categories and subcategories in RCW 28A.300.042 (1) and (3);

(b) Use of graduation coaches as defined in RCW 28A.175.150;

(c) Opportunity internship activities under RCW 28C.18.164;

(d) Dropout reengagement programs provided by community-based
organizations or community and technical colleges;

(e) Comprehensive guidance and planning programs as defined under
RCW 28A.600.045, including but not limited to the navigation 101
program;

(f) Reduced class sizes, extended school day, extended school
year, and tutoring programs for students identified as at risk of
dropping out of school, including instruction to assist these students
in meeting graduation requirements in mathematics and science;

(g) Outreach and counseling targeted to students identified as at
risk of dropping out of school, or who have dropped out of school, to
encourage them to consider learning alternatives such as
preapprenticeship programs, skill centers, running start, technical
high schools, and other options for completing a high school diploma;

(h) Preapprenticeship programs under RCW 49.04.190;

(1) Mentoring programs for students;

(j) Development and use of dropout early warning data systems;

(k) Counseling, resource and referral services, and intervention
programs to address social, behavioral, and health factors associated
with dropping out of school;

(1) Implementing programs for in-school suspension or other
strategies to avoid excluding middle and high school students from the
school whenever possible;

(m) Parent engagement activities such as home visits and off-
campus parent support group meetings related to dropout prevention and
reengagement; and

(n) Early learning programs for prekindergarten students.

(3) High schools and school districts are encouraged to implement
dropout prevention and reengagement strategies in a comprehensive and
systematic manner, using strategic planning, school improvement plans,
evaluation and feedback, and response to intervention tools. [2022 ¢
75 s 2; 2011 ¢ 288 s 5.]
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RCW 28A.175.150 PASS program—Graduation coach. For the
purposes of RCW 28A.175.145, a "graduation coach" means a staff
person, working in consultation with counselors, who is assigned to
identify and provide intervention services to students who have
dropped out or are at risk of dropping out of school or of not
graduating on time through the following activities:

(1) Monitoring and advising on individual student progress toward
graduation;

(2) Providing student support services and case management;

(3) Motivating students to focus on a graduation plan;

(4) Encouraging parent and community involvement;

(5) Connecting parents and students with appropriate school and
community resources;

(6) Securing supplemental academic services for students;

(7) Implementing school-wide dropout prevention programs and
interventions; and

(8) Analyzing data to identify at-risk students. [2011 c 288 s
6.]

RCW 28A.175.155 PASS program—High school completion account.
The high school completion account is created in the custody of the
state treasurer. Revenues to the account shall consist of
appropriations made by the legislature, federal funds, gifts or grants
from the private sector or foundations, and other sources deposited in
the account. Expenditures from the account may be used only for proven
dropout prevention and intervention programs identified under RCW
28A.175.135 and to make PASS program awards under RCW 28A.175.145.
Only the superintendent of public instruction or the superintendent's
designee may authorize expenditures from the account. The account is
subject to allotment procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW, but an
appropriation is not required for expenditures. [2011 c 288 s 7.]

RCW 28A.175.160 PASS program—Information regarding funds and
awards—Development of strategies for dropout prevention and
reengagement programs, planning, and improvement. The office of the
superintendent of public instruction must regularly inform high
schools and school districts about the opportunities under RCW
28A.175.135 to receive funding to implement programs that have been
proven to reduce dropout rates and increase graduation rates, as well
as the opportunities under RCW 28A.175.145 for high schools to receive
a financial incentive for success. Within available funds, the office
shall develop systemic, ongoing strategies for identifying and
disseminating successful dropout prevention and reengagement programs
and strategies and for incorporating dropout prevention and
reengagement into high school and school district strategic planning
and improvement. The office may offer support and assistance to
schools and districts through regional networks. The office shall make
every effort to keep dropout prevention and reduction of the dropout
rate a top priority for school directors, administrators, and
teachers. [2011 c 288 s 8.]
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Chapter 28A.180 RCW
TRANSITIONAL BILINGUAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM

Sections

28A.180.010 Short title—Purpose.

28A.180.020 Annual report by superintendent of public instruction.
28A.180.030 Definitions.

28A.180.040 School board duties.

28A.180.060 Guidelines and rules.

28A.180.080 Allocation of moneys for bilingual instruction program.
28A.180.090 Evaluation system—Technical assistance and support.
28A.180.100 Continuing education plan for older students.
28A.180.110 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class districts.

28A.180.120 Bilingual educator initiative—Pilot projects—Pipeline
to college—Conditional loans—Report—Rules.

RCW 28A.180.010 Short title—Purpose. RCW 28A.180.010 through
28A.180.080 shall be known and cited as "the transitional bilingual
instruction act." The legislature finds that there are large numbers
of children who come from homes where the primary language is other
than English. The legislature finds that a transitional bilingual
education program can meet the needs of these children. Pursuant to
the policy of this state to insure equal educational opportunity to
every child in this state, it is the purpose of RCW 28A.180.010
through 28A.180.080 to provide for the implementation of transitional
bilingual education programs in the public schools. [2009 c 548 s
704; 1990 c 33 s 163; 1984 c 124 s 1; 1979 ¢ 95 s 1. Formerly RCW
28A.58.800.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Severability—1979 ¢ 95: "If any provision of this act, or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1979 ¢ 95 s 9.]

RCW 28A.180.020 Annual report by superintendent of public
instruction. The superintendent of public instruction shall review
annually the transitional bilingual instruction program and shall
submit a report of such review to the legislature on or before
February 1lst of each year. [2017 ¢ 123 s 1; 1984 ¢ 124 s 8. Formerly
RCW 28A.58.801.]
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RCW 28A.180.030 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires
otherwise.

(1) "Eligible pupil" means any enrollee of the school district
whose primary language is other than English and whose English
language skills are sufficiently deficient or absent to impair
learning.

(2) "Exited pupil" means a student previously enrolled in the
transitional bilingual instruction program who is no longer eligible
for the program based on his or her performance on an English
proficiency assessment approved by the superintendent of public
instruction.

(3) "Primary language" means the language most often used by the
student for communication in his/her home.
(4) "Transitional bilingual instruction" means:

(a) A system of instruction which uses two languages, one of
which is English, as a means of instruction to build upon and expand
language skills to enable the pupil to achieve competency in English.
Dual language education and tribal language education as defined in
RCW 28A.300.577 are the preferred transitional bilingual instruction
program models; or

(b) In those cases in which instruction in two languages is not
practicable as established by the superintendent of public instruction
and unless otherwise prohibited by law, an alternative system of
instruction which may include English as a second language and is
designed to enable the pupil to achieve competency in English. [2024
c 202 s 6. Prior: 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9 s 3; 2001 1st sp.s. ¢ 6 s 3; 1990
c 33 s 164; 1984 c 124 s 2; 1979 ¢ 95 s 2. Formerly RCW 28A.58.802.]

Findings—Intent—2024 c 202: See note following RCW 28A.300.577.

Intent—Effective dates—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9: See notes following
RCW 28A.150.220.

Severability—1979 ¢ 95: See note following RCW 28A.180.010.

RCW 28A.180.040 School board duties. (1) Every school district
board of directors shall:

(a) Make available to each eligible pupil transitional bilingual
instruction to achieve competency in English, in accord with rules of
the superintendent of public instruction;

(b) Wherever feasible, ensure that communications to parents
emanating from the schools shall be appropriately bilingual for those
parents of pupils in the bilingual instruction program;

(c) Determine, by administration of an English test approved by
the superintendent of public instruction the number of eligible pupils
enrolled in the school district at the beginning of a school year and
thereafter during the year as necessary in individual cases;

(d) Ensure that a student who is a child of a military family in
transition and who has been assessed as in need of, or enrolled in, a
bilingual instruction program, the receiving school shall initially
honor placement of the student into a like program.

(1) The receiving school shall determine whether the district's
program is a like program when compared to the sending school's
program; and
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(ii) The receiving school may conduct subsequent assessments
pursuant to RCW 28A.180.090 to determine appropriate placement and
continued enrollment in the program;

(e) Before the conclusion of each school year, measure each
eligible pupil's improvement in learning the English language by means
of a test approved by the superintendent of public instruction;

(f) Provide in-service training for teachers, counselors, and
other staff, who are involved in the district's transitional bilingual
program. Such training shall include appropriate instructional
strategies for children of culturally different backgrounds, use of
curriculum materials, and program models; and

(g) Make available a program of instructional support for up to
two years immediately after pupils exit from the program, for exited
pupils who need assistance in reaching grade-level performance in
academic subjects even though they have achieved English proficiency
for purposes of the transitional bilingual instructional program.

(2) Beginning in the 2019-20 school year, all classroom teachers
assigned using funds for the transitional bilingual instruction
program to provide supplemental instruction for eligible pupils must
hold an endorsement in bilingual education or English language
learner, or both.

(3) The definitions in Article II of RCW 28A.705.010 apply to
subsection (1) (d) of this section. [2016 ¢ 72 s 301; 2013 2nd sp.s. c
9 s 4; 2009 ¢ 380 s 5; 2001 1st sp.s. c 6 s 4; 1984 c 124 s 3; 1979 ¢
95 s 3. Formerly RCW 28A.58.804.]

Finding—Intent—2016 c 72: See note following RCW 28A.600.015.

Intent—Effective dates—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9: See notes following
RCW 28A.150.220.

Effective date—1979 ¢ 95 s 3: "Section 3 of this act shall take
effect September 1, 1980." [1979 c 95 s 7.]

Severability—1979 c 95: See note following RCW 28A.180.010.

RCW 28A.180.060 Guidelines and rules. The superintendent of
public instruction shall:

(1) Promulgate and issue program development guidelines to assist
school districts in preparing their programs;

(2) Promulgate rules for implementation of RCW 28A.180.010
through 28A.180.080 in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW. The rules
shall be designed to maximize the role of school districts in
selecting programs appropriate to meet the needs of eligible students.
The rules shall identify the process and criteria to be used to
determine when a student is no longer eligible for transitional
bilingual instruction pursuant to RCW 28A.180.010 through 28A.180.080.
[1990 ¢ 33 s 165; 1984 ¢ 124 s 5; 1979 ¢ 95 s 5. Formerly RCW
28A.58.808.]

Severability—1979 c 95: See note following RCW 28A.180.010.

RCW 28A.180.080 Allocation of moneys for bilingual instruction
program. Moneys appropriated by the legislature for the purposes of
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RCW 28A.180.010 through 28A.180.080 shall be allocated by the
superintendent of public instruction to school districts for the sole
purpose of operating an approved bilingual instruction program. [2009
c 548 s 705; 1995 ¢ 335 s 601; 1990 ¢ 33 s 167; 1979 c 95 s 6.
Formerly RCW 28A.58.810.]

Effective date—2009 ¢ 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Part headings, table of contents not law—1995 c 335: See note
following RCW 28A.150.360.

Severability—1979 ¢ 95: See note following RCW 28A.180.010.

RCW 28A.180.090 Evaluation system—Technical assistance and
support. The superintendent of public instruction shall develop an
evaluation system designed to measure increases in the English and
academic proficiency of eligible pupils. When developing the system,
the superintendent shall:

(1) Require school districts to assess potentially eligible
pupils within ten days of registration using an English proficiency
assessment or assessments as specified by the superintendent of public
instruction. Results of these assessments shall be made available to
both the superintendent of public instruction and the school district;

(2) Require school districts to annually assess all eligible
pupils at the end of the school year using an English proficiency
assessment or assessments as specified by the superintendent of public
instruction. Results of these assessments shall be made available to
both the superintendent of public instruction and the school district;

(3) Develop a system to evaluate increases in the English and
academic proficiency of students who are, or were, eligible pupils.
This evaluation shall include students when they are in the program
and after they exit the program until they finish their K-12 career or
transfer from the school district. The purpose of the evaluation
system is to inform schools, school districts, parents, and the state
of the effectiveness of the transitional bilingual programs in school
and school districts in teaching these students English and other
content areas, such as mathematics and writing; and

(4) Subject to funds appropriated specifically for this purpose,
provide school districts with technical assistance and support in
selecting research-based program models, instructional materials, and
professional development for program staff, including disseminating
information about best practices and innovative programs. The
information must include research about the differences between
conversational language proficiency, academic language proficiency,
and subject-specific language proficiency and the implications this
research has on instructional practices and evaluation of program
effectiveness. [2016 ¢ 72 s 401; 2001 1st sp.s. c 6 s 2.]
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Finding—Intent—2016 c 72: See note following RCW 28A.600.015.

RCW 28A.180.100 Continuing education plan for older students.
The office of the superintendent of public instruction and the state
board for community and technical colleges shall jointly develop a
program plan to provide a continuing education option for students who
are eligible for the state transitional bilingual instruction program
and who need more time to develop language proficiency but who are
more age-appropriately suited for a postsecondary learning environment
than for a high school. By December 1, 2004, the agencies shall report
to the legislative education and fiscal committees with any
recommendations for legislative action and any resources necessary to
implement the plan. [2019 ¢ 252 s 107; 2004 c 19 s 105.]

Intent—2019 ¢ 252: See note following RCW 28A.230.710.

Part headings and captions not law—Effective date—2004 c 19: See
notes following RCW 28A.230.090.

RCW 28A.180.110 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class
districts. Any compliance reporting requirements as a result of laws
in this chapter that apply to second-class districts may be submitted
in accordance with RCW 28A.330.250. [2011 c 45 s 9.]

Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following
RCW 28A.330.250.

RCW 28A.180.120 Bilingual educator initiative—Pilot projects—
Pipeline to college—Conditional loans—Report—Rules. (1) The
Washington professional educator standards board, beginning in the
2017-2019 biennium, shall administer the bilingual educator
initiative, which is a long-term program to recruit, prepare, and
mentor bilingual high school students to become future bilingual
teachers and counselors.

(2) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this
specific purpose, pilot projects must be implemented in one or two
school districts east of the crest of the Cascade mountains and one or
two school districts west of the crest of the Cascade mountains, where
immigrant students are shown to be rapidly increasing. Districts
selected by the Washington professional educator standards board must
partner with at least one two-year and one four-year college in
planning and implementing the program. The Washington professional
educator standards board shall provide oversight.

(3) Participating school districts must implement programs,
including: (a) An outreach plan that exposes the program to middle
school students and recruits them to enroll in the program when they
begin their ninth grade of high school; (b) activities in ninth and
tenth grades that help build student agency, such as self-confidence
and awareness, while helping students to develop academic mind-sets
needed for high school and college success; the value and benefits of
teaching and counseling as careers; and introduction to leadership,
civic engagement, and community service; (c) credit-bearing curricula
in grades eleven and twelve that include mentoring, shadowing, best
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practices in teaching in a multicultural world, efficacy and practice
of dual language instruction, social and emotional learning, enhanced
leadership, civic engagement, and community service activities.

(4) There must be a pipeline to college using two-year and four-
year college faculty and consisting of continuation services for
program participants, such as advising, tutoring, mentoring, financial
assistance, and leadership.

(5) High school and college teachers and counselors must be
recruited and compensated to serve as mentors and trainers for
participating students.

(6) After obtaining a high school diploma, students qualify to
receive conditional loans to cover the full cost of college tuition,
fees, and books. To qualify for funds, students must meet program
requirements as developed by their local implementation team, which
consists of staff from their school district and the partnering two-
year and four-year college faculty.

(7) In order to avoid loan repayment, students must (a) earn
their baccalaureate degree and certification needed to serve as a
teacher or professional guidance counselor; and (b) teach or serve as
a counselor in their educational service district region for at least
five years. Students who do not meet the repayment terms in this
subsection are subject to repaying all or part of the financial aid
they receive for college unless students are recipients of funding
provided through programs such as the Washington college grant program
or the college bound scholarship program.

(8) Grantees must work with the Washington professional educator
standards board to draft the report required in section 6, chapter
236, Laws of 2017.

(9) The Washington professional educator standards board must use
the findings from the evaluation conducted under RCW 28A.415.370 to
revise the bilingual educator initiative as necessary.

(10) The Washington professional educator standards board may
adopt rules to implement this section. [2019 ¢ 406 s 36; 2019 c 295 s
105; 2017 c 236 s 4.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2019 c¢ 295 s 105 and
by 2019 ¢ 406 s 36, each without reference to the other. Both
amendments are incorporated in the publication of this section under
RCW 1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Findings—Intent—2019 c 406: See note following RCW 43.79.195.

Findings—Short title—2019 c 406: See notes following RCW
28B.92.200.

Findings—2019 c 406: See note following RCW 28B.94.020.
Findings—Intent—2019 c 406: See note following RCW 28C.30.050.
Findings—Intent—2019 c 406: See note following RCW 43.216.135.

Effective date—Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See notes following
RCW 28A.310.235.

Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See notes following RCW 28B.10.033.
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Intent—2019 ¢ 295: See note following RCW 28B.102.030.
Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 28A.415.265.

Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: " (1) The legislature finds that
additional time and resources are necessary to establish a
comprehensive and coordinated long-term vision that addresses
Washington's demands for an excellent, effective educator workforce.
The legislature recognizes that such an undertaking requires focused
efforts to develop meaningful policy options to expand the current and
future workforce supply.

(2) Therefore, the legislature intends to establish a
professional educator collaborative, including a variety of
stakeholders, to make recommendations on how to improve and strengthen
state policies, programs, and pathways that lead to highly effective

educators at each level of the public common school system." [2019 c
295 s 401.]
Findings—Intent—2017 c 236: " (1) The legislature finds that it

should review and revise the K-12 educational program taking into
consideration the needs of students as they evolve. In Washington
state, immigrant students whose first language is not English
represent a significant part of evolving and more diverse school
demographics. The legislature finds that Washington's educator
workforce in school districts has not evolved in a manner consistent
with changing student demographics. Thus, more and more schools are
without the capacity to meet the needs of English learners and without
the capacity to communicate effectively with parents whose first
language is not English.

(2) The legislature finds that:

(a) Between 1986 and 2016, the number of students served in the
state's transitional bilingual instruction program increased from
fifteen thousand twenty-four to one hundred eighteen thousand five
hundred twenty-six, an increase of six hundred eighty-nine percent,
and that two-thirds of the students were native Spanish speakers; the
next ten most common languages were Russian, Vietnamese, Somali,
Chinese, Arabic, Ukrainian, Tagalog, Korean, Marshallese, and Punjabi;

(b) In the 2015-16 school year, forty-six percent of instructors
in the state's transitional bilingual instruction program were
instructional aides, or paraeducators, not certificated teachers; and

(c) Eleven percent of students in the transitional bilingual
instruction program received instruction in their native language in
the 2015-16 school year, and research shows that non-English-speaking
students develop academic proficiency in English more quickly when
they are provided instruction in their native language initially.

(3) The legislature showed its commitment to equity in education
by passing legislation creating a seal of biliteracy, requiring world
language for high school graduation, easing the transitions of English
learners, encouraging training for staff in cultural competence,
monitoring the racial and ethnic data of teachers, and funding the
creation of K-12 dual language programs.

(4) However, the legislature finds it is necessary to better
serve non-English-speaking students by addressing and closing the
significant language and instructional gaps that hinder English
learners from meeting the state's rigorous educational standards.
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(5) Thus, the legislature intends to establish a comprehensive
approach to support English learners by creating grant programs to:
(a) Expand dual language programs for elementary and secondary
students; and (b) recruit bilingual individuals to become educators
who are able to provide instruction in, and support for, dual language
programs." [2017 c 236 s 1.]
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Chapter 28A.183 RCW
LANGUAGE ACCESS PROGRAM

Sections

28A.183.010 Definitions.
28A.183.020 Principles.
28A.183.030 Technical assistance program—Toolkit.

28A.183.040 Liaison—Policy and procedures—Implementation—
Coordinator.
28A.183.050 Service information collection—Feedback.

28A.183.060 Model policy and procedures.

28A.183.070 Advisory committee.

28A.183.080 Credentialing requirements for interpreters.
28A.183.090 Rule-making authority.

RCW 28A.183.010 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires
otherwise.

(1) "Interpreter" means a spoken language or sign language
interpreter working in a public school, as defined in RCW 28A.150.010,
to interpret for students' families, students, and communities in
educational settings outside the classroom.

(2) "Qualified interpreter" means an interpreter who is able to
interpret effectively, accurately, and impartially, both receptively
and expressively using any necessary specialized vocabulary until the
office of the superintendent of public instruction and the Washington
professional educator standards board establish a different definition
in rule making.

(3) "2020 and 2021 reports of the language access work group"
means the reports of the language access work group created by section
2, chapter 256, Laws of 2019, and reconvened and expanded by section
501(3) (g), chapter 334, Laws of 2021. [2022 ¢ 107 s 2.]

Findings—Intent—2022 ¢ 107: " (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) It is the policy of the state to welcome and encourage the
presence of diverse cultures and the use of diverse languages and
modalities of communication in business, government, and private
affairs in this state. To this end, the state has developed
interpreter credentialing programs for court, medical, and social
service settings.

(b) According to a report from the United States department of
education, 50 years of research has shown that family engagement has
beneficial impacts on student grades, test scores, drop-out rates,
students' sense of competence, and beliefs about the importance of
education. In Washington, many students' family members have language
access barriers because they prefer to communicate in a language other
than English or require communication assistance services. Washington
public schools' ability to effectively communicate with students and
their family members who have language access barriers plays a vital
role in reducing educational opportunity gaps. Failure to provide
language access hinders communication between schools and families,
which leads to long-term economic costs when a substantial fraction of
the students in Washington are not able to realize their full
potential.
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(c) Effective two way communication between school staff and
student's families in educational settings outside the classroom is
not taking place for a variety of reasons, including: (i) Some school
districts do not consistently assess the language needs of their
communities or consistently evaluate the effectiveness of their
language access services; (ii) resources, including time and money,
are often not prioritized to engage families with language access
barriers; and even when language access is a priority, some districts
do not know the best practices for engaging families with language
access barriers; (iii) school staff are often not trained on how to
engage families with language access barriers, how to engage and use
interpreters in educational settings outside the classroom, or when to
provide translated documents; and (iv) there are not enough
interpreters qualified to work in educational settings outside the
classroom.

(d) Providing meaningful, equitable language access to students
and their family members who have language access barriers is not only
a civil right, but will help students meet the state's basic education
goals under RCW 28A.150.210 resulting in a decrease in the educational
opportunity gap between learners with language access barriers and
other students, because student outcomes improve when families are
engaged in their student's education.

(2) Therefore, the legislature intends to require public schools
to implement a language access plan and program for culturally
responsive, systemic family engagement developed through meaningful
stakeholder engagement. The legislature intends to provide training,
tools, and other technical assistance to public schools to support the
development, implementation, and evaluation of their language access
plans and programs. In addition, the legislature intends to direct the
development and implementation of credentialing for spoken and sign
language interpreters for students' families in educational settings
outside the classroom, with the goal of creating a professional
interpreter workforce guided by a code of ethics and standards of
practice. Finally, the legislature intends to establish an ongoing
advisory committee to guide, monitor, and report on the implementation
of these new policies." [2022 ¢ 107 s 1.]

RCW 28A.183.020 Principles. The principles of an effective
language access program for culturally responsive, systemic family
engagement are as follows:

(1) Accessibility and equity. Schools provide access to all; two-
way communication is a priority and is woven into the design of all
programs and services;

(2) Accountability and transparency. The language access program
and decision-making processes at all levels are: Open, accessible, and
useable to families; proactive, not reactive; continuously improved
based on ongoing feedback from families and staff; and regulated by a
clear and just complaint process;

(3) Responsive culture. Schools are safe, compassionate places
where each family's opinions are heard, needs are met, and
contributions are valued. School staff are humble and empathetic
towards families; and

(4) Focus on relationships. Schools seek to relate to families on
an individual level, building trust through respectful relationships
that recognize the unique strengths that each family and student
possesses. [2022 ¢ 107 s 3.]
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Findings—Intent—2022 ¢ 107: See note following RCW 28A.183.010.

RCW 28A.183.030 Technical assistance program—Toolkit. (1) The
center for the improvement of student learning established in RCW
28A.300.130 must implement a language access technical assistance
program for culturally responsive, systemic family engagement that
meets the requirements of this section.

(2) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this
specific purpose, the language access technical assistance program
must:

(a) Adhere to the principles of an effective language access
program for culturally responsive, systemic family engagement
established in RCW 28A.183.020;

(b) Provide training and technical assistance to support the
implementation of language access programs for culturally responsive,
systemic family engagement required under *RCW 28A.183.040 and
72.40.310;

(c) Develop and maintain training modules for interpreters on
interpreting for students' families and students in educational
settings outside the classroom;

(d) Develop, periodically update, and publish a language access
toolkit that includes the following resources:

(i) A self-assessment for evaluating the provision of language
access services;

(ii) A guide for the development, implementation, and evaluation
of a language access policy, procedures, and plan that meets the
specific needs of families and the community;

(iii) Best practices for using interpreter services provided by
dual role staff and contract interpreters, for using remote
interpretation, and for translating documents;

(iv) Language access service evaluation templates for spoken and
sign languages;

(v) Information for students' families about their language
access rights, translated into English, Spanish, and at least the next
nine languages most commonly used by students and their families; and

(vi) Sample job description of school district language access
coordinators and building points of contact for language access
services;

(e) Develop, periodically update, and publish bilingual
glossaries of education terminology;

(f) Analyze and publish language access and language access
service information submitted as required under RCW 28A.183.050. In
addition to disaggregation by the student race and ethnicity
categories and subcategories described in RCW 28A.300.042 (1) and (3),
the published information must be disaggregated, to the extent
possible, by language, school district and school, type of meeting,
and other demographics or categories; and

(g) Provide staff support for the language access advisory
committee established in RCW 28A.183.070.

(3) The activities of and resources provided by the language
access technical assistance program must take into consideration the
recommendations in the 2020 and 2021 reports of the language access
work group. [2022 ¢ 107 s 4.]
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*Reviser's note: The reference to RCW 28A.183.040 and 72.40.310
appears to be erroneous. RCW 28A.183.040, 28A.710.400, and 72.40.310
was apparently intended.

Findings—Intent—2022 ¢ 107: See note following RCW 28A.183.010.

RCW 28A.183.040 Liaison—Policy and procedures—Implementation—
Coordinator. (1) Each school district must designate a language
access liaison to facilitate district compliance with state and
federal laws related to family engagement, including the requirements
under this section and RCW 28A.183.050. If a school district has a
language access coordinator with duties as described in subsection
(4) (c) of this section, the language access coordinator may also be
the language access liaison.

(2) By October 1, 2022, each school district must adopt a
language access policy and procedures that adheres to the principles
of an effective language access program for culturally responsive,
systemic family engagement established in RCW 28A.183.020 and
incorporates the model policy and procedures described in RCW
28A.183.060.

(3) Beginning with the 2023-24 school year, each school district
must implement a language access program for culturally responsive,
systemic family engagement. Implementation of a language access
program requires that a school district, at a minimum, complete the
following activities:

(a) Adopt a language access plan that outlines how the school
district identifies language access needs, allocates resources,
establishes standards for providing language access services, and
monitors the effectiveness of the language access program;

(b) Administer the self-assessment for evaluating the provision
of language access services, which is part of the toolkit described in
RCW 28A.183.030;

(c) Use the guide for the development, implementation, and
evaluation of a language access policy, procedures, and plan, which is
part of the toolkit described in RCW 28A.183.030. The processes for
developing and evaluating the language access policy, procedures, and
plan must engage staff, students' families, and other community
members in ways likely to result in timely and meaningful feedback,
for example partnering with community-based organizations and
providing translation and interpretation in common languages
understood by students' families;

(d) Review, periodically, the language access policy and
procedures adopted as required under subsection (2) of this section to
incorporate updates made to the model policy and procedures described
in RCW 28A.183.060;

(e) Collaborate with community-based organizations on how to work
effectively with interpreters; and

(f) Review, update, and publish, at least annually, information
about the school district's language access plan, policy and
procedures, and language access services, including the need for, and
spending on, language access services. The information must include
notice to families about their right to free language access services
and the contact information for any school district language access
coordinator and any building points of contact for language access
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services. The information must be translated into common languages
understood by students' families.

(4) (a) Except as required under (b) of this subsection, school
districts are encouraged to have a language access coordinator with
the duties described in (c¢) of this subsection.

(b) Beginning with the 2023-24 school year, school districts with
at least 50 percent English learner enrollment or greater than 75
languages used by students or families must either: (i) Have a full-
time language access coordinator with the duties described in (c) of
this subsection; or (ii) annually report to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction the total number of hours school
district staff spent performing the language access coordinator duties
described in (c) of this subsection and other information as required
by the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(c) The duties of the school district language access coordinator
are to: (i) Serve as the primary contact for families, community
members, school district staff responsible for monitoring compliance
with chapter 28A.642 RCW, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, and the office of the education ombuds on issues related
to language access needs and language access services; (ii)
collaborate with any building points of contact for language access
services; (iii) receive training and technical assistance provided
under RCW 28A.183.030; and (iv) deliver language access training and
support to school district staff.

(5) The requirements in this section do not apply to school
districts with both fewer than 1,000 enrolled students and less than
10 percent English learner enrollment. [2022 ¢ 107 s 5.]

Findings—Intent—2022 ¢ 107: See note following RCW 28A.183.010.

RCW 28A.183.050 Service information collection—Feedback. (1)
School districts must annually collect the following language access
and language access service information for use by the school
district:

(a) The language in which each student and student's family
prefers to communicate;

(b) Whether a qualified interpreter for the student's family was
requested for and provided at meetings reported in the longitudinal
student data system established under RCW 28A.300.500; and

(c) Other data on provision of language access services.

(2) School districts must submit the information collected under
subsection (1) of this section at the time and in the manner required
by the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(3) Beginning in the 2023-24 school year, school districts must
provide an opportunity for participants in each interpreted meeting to
provide feedback on the effectiveness of the interpretation and the
provision of language access services. [2022 ¢ 107 s 6.]

Findings—Intent—2022 c 107: See note following RCW 28A.183.010.
RCW 28A.183.060 Model policy and procedures. (1) By August 1,
2022, and periodically thereafter, the Washington state school

directors' association must collaborate with the office of the
superintendent of public instruction to update a model policy and
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procedures for implementing a language access program for culturally
responsive, systemic family engagement.

(a) When updating the model policy and procedures, the Washington
state school directors' association must perform a racial equity
impact analysis that involves the community.

(b) The model policy and procedure must include procedures for
the school district board of directors to annually review the spending
on and the need for language access services.

(c) The model policy and procedure must address procedures for
effective communication with students' families who are deaf, deaf and
blind, blind, hard of hearing, or need other communication assistance.

(d) The elements of the model policy and procedures must take
into consideration the recommendations in the 2020 and 2021 reports of
the language access work group.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction and
the Washington state school directors' association must maintain the
model policy and procedures on each agency's website, at no cost to
school districts. [2022 ¢ 107 s 9.]

Findings—Intent—2022 c 107: See note following RCW 28A.183.010.

RCW 28A.183.070 Advisory committee. (1) The office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall establish the language
access advisory committee to guide and monitor the implementation of
chapter 107, Laws of 2022 and to recommend changes to requirements,
policies, and procedures related to language access and language
access services for students' families, students, and communities in
educational settings outside the classroom.

(2) At a minimum, the advisory committee must guide, monitor, and
make recommendations on the following topics:

(a) The effectiveness of language access policies, procedures,
and programs;

(b) Family and community engagement, with a focus on
multicultural families, families whose students have multiple barriers
to student achievement, and families least engaged with their schools;

(c) The definition of "qualified interpreter";

(d) Supply of and demand for interpreters;

(e) Training for interpreters;

(f) Credentialing requirements for interpreters, including a code
of professional conduct;

(g) Grants to cover nonstate controlled interpreter credentialing
requirement costs;

(h) Language access and language access service data collection
and analysis; and

(1) Evidence-based practices regarding language access, including
best practice for using state and federal funding to provide language
access services.

(3) (a) The members of the advisory committee must include
representatives from spoken and sign language services users,
community organizations that provide direct services to non-English
speaking families, interpreters for students' families, interpreter
preparation programs, advocacy organizations, schools, and school
districts.

(b) Members of the advisory committee must be reimbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060.
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Subject to available funding and as determined by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, members of the advisory
committee who do not receive compensation from their employer or
contractor for attendance, either in person or virtually, at a meeting
of the advisory committee are eligible for a stipend.

(4) Staff support for the advisory committee must be provided by
the language access technical assistance program described in RCW
28A.183.030, except with respect to credentialing requirements for
interpreters, for which staff support must also be provided by the
Washington professional educator standards board.

(5) The advisory committee must collaborate with the Washington
professional educator standards board, the Washington state office of
equity established in RCW 43.06D.020, the educational opportunity gap
oversight and accountability committee created in RCW 28A.300.136, and
other office of the superintendent of public instruction committees
that focus on ensuring equity in access to opportunities for all
students.

(6) By November 1, 2024, and periodically thereafter, the
advisory committee must submit, in compliance with RCW 43.01.036, a
report on implementation of this chapter to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, the Washington professional
educator standards board, the governor, and the appropriate committees
of the legislature. [2022 ¢ 107 s 10.]

Findings—Intent—2022 c¢ 107: See note following RCW 28A.183.010.

RCW 28A.183.080 Credentialing requirements for interpreters.

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction and the
Washington professional educator standards board shall collaborate to
establish credentialing requirements for interpreters as described in
this section.

(2) Prior to establishing new credentialing requirements for
interpreters, the office of the superintendent of public instruction
and the Washington professional educator standards board must consult
with the language access advisory committee established in RCW
28A.183.070.

(3) The credentialing requirements for interpreters must take
into consideration the recommendations in the 2020 and 2021 reports of
the language access work group.

(4) Credentialing requirements for interpreters, which must
include minimum employment requirements, may be phased in as training
and testing options become available and may be tiered based on the
structure and significance of the interaction between school staff and
the student's family.

(5) The office of the superintendent of public instruction and
the Washington professional educator standards board must establish,
and periodically update, a definition of "qualified interpreter" for
purposes of this chapter and for other purposes.

(6) Once a code of professional conduct for interpreters 1is
established, the superintendent of public instruction has the power to
issue, suspend, and revoke interpreter credentials to which the code
applies and to take other disciplinary actions against interpreters to
which the code applies.

(7) Any activities provided by the office of the superintendent
of public instruction or the professional educator standards board
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that are required to meet credentialing requirements, including
training, testing, and applications, must be made available at no cost
to people who want to be interpreters.

(8) The electronic educator certification process must be adapted
to include interpreter credentials. [2022 ¢ 107 s 11.]

Findings—Intent—2022 c 107: See note following RCW 28A.183.010.

RCW 28A.183.090 Rule-making authority. The office of the
superintendent of public instruction and the Washington professional
educator standards board may adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCW that
are necessary for the effective and efficient implementation of this

chapter. [2022 ¢ 107 s 12.]

Findings—Intent—2022 c 107: See note following RCW 28A.183.010.
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Chapter 28A.185 RCW
HIGHLY CAPABLE STUDENTS

Sections

28A.185.010 Program—Duties of superintendent of public instruction.

28A.185.020 Equitable identification of low-income students—Not
classified as individual entitlement.

28A.185.030 Programs—Authority of school districts—Selection of
students—Equitable enrollment practices.

28A.185.035 Funding for student identification.

28A.185.040 Contracts with University of Washington for education of
highly capable students at early entrance program or
transition school—Allocation of funds—Rules.

28A.185.050 Program review and monitoring—Reports to the
legislature—Public access to demographic data—Rules.
28A.185.060 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class districts.

RCW 28A.185.010 Program—Duties of superintendent of public
instruction. Pursuant to rules adopted by the superintendent of
public instruction for the administration of this chapter, the
superintendent of public instruction shall carry out a program for
highly capable students. Such program may include conducting,
coordinating and aiding in research (including pilot programs),
disseminating information to local school districts, providing
statewide staff development, and allocating to school districts
supplementary funds for additional costs of district programs, as
provided by RCW 28A.150.260. [2009 ¢ 548 s 707; 1984 c 278 s 12.
Formerly RCW 28A.16.040.]

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Severability—1984 c 278: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1984 c 278 s 24.]

RCW 28A.185.020 Equitable identification of low-income students
—Not classified as individual entitlement. District practices for
identifying highly capable students must prioritize equitable
identification of low-income students. Access to accelerated learning
and enhanced instruction through the program for highly capable
students does not constitute an individual entitlement for any
particular student. [2023 ¢ 265 s 2; 2017 3rd sp.s. c¢ 13 s 412; 2009
c 548 s 708; 1990 ¢ 33 s 168; 1984 c 278 s 14. Formerly RCW
28A.16.050.]
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Finding—Intent—2023 ¢ 265: " (1) The legislature finds that, for
highly capable students, access to accelerated learning and enhanced
instruction is access to a basic education. The legislature has
directed school districts to prioritize equitable identification of
low-income students for participation in highly capable programs and
services. The research literature strongly supports using universal
screening and multiple criteria to equitably identify students for
highly capable programs. There are multiple approaches to implementing
universal screening and the use of multiple criteria. The legislature
intends all school districts to use best practices and does not intend
to prescribe a single method.

(2) The legislature further intends to allocate state funding for
the highly capable program based on five percent of each school
district's student population. The legislature does not intend to
limit highly capable services to five percent of the student
population. School districts may identify and serve more than five
percent of their students for highly capable programs and services."
[2023 ¢ 265 s 1.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 13 ss 401-413: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2017 3rd sp.s. ¢ 13: See note following RCW 28A.150.410.

Effective date—2009 c 548 ss 101-110 and 701-710: See note
following RCW 28A.150.200.

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981.
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270.
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130.

Severability—1984 c 278: See note following RCW 28A.185.010.

RCW 28A.185.030 Programs—Authority of school districts—
Selection of students—Equitable enrollment practices. (1) School
districts may establish and operate, either separately or jointly,
programs for highly capable students. Such authority shall include the
right to employ and pay special instructors and to operate such
programs jointly wit