
RCW 29A.52.171  Precinct committee officer—Filing—Ballot format
—Party affiliation—Votes cast.  (1) The office of precinct committee 
officer must be voted upon at the primary election in each 
even-numbered year. If no one files for the office, the office shall 
be filled in accordance with *RCW 29A.28.071. If, after the last day 
to withdraw, only one candidate has filed for the office in a 
precinct, that candidate is deemed elected and the auditor shall issue 
a certificate of election. Only contested races may appear on the 
ballot.

(2) The ballot format may be either a consolidated ballot or a 
physically separate ballot. If a consolidated ballot is used, the 
races for precinct committee officer must be clearly delineated from 
other races on the ballot. If a physically separate ballot is used, it 
must be distinguishable from the top two primary ballot. If the ballot 
is returned in the return envelope provided, but outside of the 
security envelope, it shall not be grounds to invalidate the ballot.

(3) The following instructions must appear on the ballot: "In 
order to vote for precinct committee officer, a partisan office, you 
must affirm that you are a Democrat or a Republican and may vote only 
for one candidate from the party you select. Your vote for a candidate 
affirms your affiliation with the same party as the candidate. This 
preference is private and will not be matched to your name or shared."

(4) Party affiliation is affirmed by including the following 
statement after the name of each candidate: "I affirm I am a 
Democrat." if the candidate is a Democrat, or "I affirm I am a 
Republican." if the candidate is a Republican.

(5) If a voter votes for candidates from both parties, the votes 
cast in the election for precinct committee officer on that ballot 
will not be tabulated and reported.  [2012 c 89 § 3.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 29A.28.071 was recodified as RCW 29A.80.031 
pursuant to 2013 c 11 § 93.

Intent—Finding—Effective date—2012 c 89: See notes following 
RCW 29A.24.311.
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