RCW 29B.25.020 Statement of organization by political
committees. (Effective January 1, 2026.) (1) Every political
committee shall file a statement of organization with the commission.
The statement must be filed within two weeks after organization or
within two weeks after the date the committee first has the
expectation of receiving contributions or making expenditures in any
election campaign, whichever is earlier. A political committee
organized within the last three weeks before an election and having
the expectation of receiving contributions or making expenditures
during and for that election campaign shall file a statement of
organization within three business days after its organization or when
it first has the expectation of receiving contributions or making
expenditures in the election campaign.

(2) The statement of organization shall include but not be
limited to:

(a) The name, address, and electronic contact information of the
committee;

(b) The names, addresses, and electronic contact information of
all related or affiliated committees or other persons, and the nature
of the relationship or affiliation;

(c) The names, addresses, and titles of its officers; or if it
has no officers, the names, addresses, and titles of its responsible
leaders;

(d) The name, address, and electronic contact information of its
treasurer and depository;

(e) A statement whether the committee is a continuing one;

(f) The name, office sought, and party affiliation of each
candidate whom the committee is supporting or opposing, and, if the
committee is supporting the entire ticket of any party, the name of
the party;

(g) The ballot proposition concerned, if any, and whether the
committee is in favor of or opposed to such proposition;

(h) What distribution of surplus funds will be made, in
accordance with RCW 29B.40.090, in the event of dissolution;

(1) Such other information as the commission may by rule
prescribe, in keeping with the policies and purposes of this title;

(j) The name, address, and title of any person who authorizes
expenditures or makes decisions on behalf of the candidate or
committee; and

(k) The name, address, and title of any person who is paid by or
is a volunteer for a candidate or political committee to perform
ministerial functions and who performs ministerial functions on behalf
of two or more candidates or committees.

(3) No two political committees may have the same name.

(4) Any material change in information previously submitted in a
statement of organization shall be reported to the commission within
the 10 days following the change.

(5) As used in this section, the "name" of a sponsored committee
must include the name of the person who is the sponsor of the
committee. If more than one person meets the definition of sponsor,
the name of the committee must include the name of at least one
sponsor, but may include the names of other sponsors. A person may
sponsor only one political committee for the same elected office or
same ballot proposition per election cycle. [2024 ¢ 164 s 419; 2019 c
428 s 14; 2011 c 145 s 3. Prior: 2010 ¢ 205 s 1; 2010 c 204 s 402;
2007 ¢ 358 s 2; 1989 c 280 s 2; 1982 ¢ 147 s 1; 1977 ex.s. c 336 s 1;
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1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 294 s 3; 1973 ¢ 1 s 4 (Initiative Measure No. 276,
approved November 7, 1972). Formerly RCW 42.17A.205, 42.17.040.]

Intent—Construction—Rules remain valid—Effective date—2024 c
164: See notes following RCW 29B.10.010.

Finding—Effective date—2019 c 428: See notes following RCW
29B.20.110.

Findings—Intent—2011 c 145: "The legislature finds that timely
and full disclosure of election campaign funding and expenditures is
essential to a well-functioning democracy in which Washington's voters
can judge for themselves what is appropriate based on ideologies,
programs, and policies. Long-term voter engagement and confidence
depends on the public knowing who is funding the multiple and targeted
messages distributed during election campaigns.

The legislature also finds that recent events have revealed the
need for refining certain elements of our state's election campaign
finance laws that have proven inadequate in preventing efforts to hide
information from voters. The legislature intends, therefore, to
promote greater transparency for the public by enhancing penalties for
violations; regulating the formation of, and contributions between,
political committees; and reducing the expenditure thresholds for
purposes of mandatory electronic filing and disclosure." [2011 c 145 s
1.]

Effective date—2011 c 145: "This act takes effect January 1,
2012." [2011 ¢ 145 s 8.]

Effective date—2010 c 204 ss 101-504, 506-601, 603-702, and
801-1103: See note following RCW 29B.15.010.

Effective date—2007 ¢ 358: "This act takes effect January 1,
2008." [2007 c 358 s 4.]

Effective date—1989 c¢ 280: "This act shall take effect January
1, 1990." [1989 c 280 s 14.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 336: "If any provision of this 1977
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.™ [1977
ex.s. ¢ 336 s 8.]

Effective date—Construction—1973 ¢ 1: See notes following RCW
29B.05.010.
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