
RCW 42.45.030  Certain notarial acts—Requirements.  (1) A 
notarial officer who takes an acknowledgment of a record shall 
determine, from personal knowledge or satisfactory evidence of the 
identity of the individual, that the individual appearing before the 
officer and making the acknowledgment has the identity claimed and 
that the signature on the record is the signature of the individual.

(2) A notarial officer who takes a verification of a statement on 
oath or affirmation shall determine, from personal knowledge or 
satisfactory evidence of the identity of the individual, that the 
individual appearing before the officer and making the verification 
has the identity claimed and that the signature on the statement 
verified is the signature of the individual.

(3) A notarial officer who witnesses or attests to a signature 
shall determine, from personal knowledge or satisfactory evidence of 
the identity of the individual, that the individual appearing before 
the officer and signing the record has the identity claimed.

(4) A notarial officer who certifies or attests a copy of a 
record or an item that was copied shall compare the copy with the 
original record or item and determine that the copy is a full, true, 
and accurate transcription or reproduction of the record or item.

(5) A notarial officer may make or note a protest of a negotiable 
instrument only if the notarial officer is licensed to practice law in 
this state, acting under the authority of an attorney who is licensed 
to practice law in this or another state, or acting under the 
authority of a financial institution regulated by this state, another 
state, or the federal government. In making or noting a protest of a 
negotiable instrument the notarial officer or licensed attorney shall 
determine the matters set forth in RCW 62A.3-505(b).  [2017 c 281 § 
5.]
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