
RCW 42.52.430  Public hearing—Findings.  (1) If the ethics board 
determines there is reasonable cause under RCW 42.52.420 that a 
violation of this chapter or rules adopted under it occurred, a public 
hearing on the merits of the complaint shall be held.

(2) The ethics board shall designate the location of the hearing. 
The case in support of the complaint shall be presented at the hearing 
by staff of the ethics board.

(3) The respondent shall file a written answer to the complaint 
and appear at the hearing in person or otherwise, with or without 
counsel, and submit testimony and be fully heard. The respondent has 
the right to cross-examine witnesses.

(4) Testimony taken at the hearing shall be under oath and 
recorded.

(5) If, based upon a preponderance of the evidence, the ethics 
board finds that the respondent has violated this chapter or rules 
adopted under it, the board shall file an order stating findings of 
fact and enforcement action as authorized under this chapter.

(6) If, upon all the evidence, the ethics board finds that the 
respondent has not engaged in an alleged violation of this chapter or 
rules adopted under it, the ethics board shall state findings of fact 
and shall similarly issue and file an order dismissing the complaint.

(7) If the board makes a determination that there is not 
reasonable cause to believe that a violation has been or is being 
committed or has made a finding under subsection (6) of this section, 
the attorney general shall represent the officer or employee in any 
action subsequently commenced based on the alleged facts in the 
complaint.  [1994 c 154 § 213.]
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