
RCW 43.21J.005  Legislative findings.  (1) The legislature finds 
that the long-term health of the economy of Washington state depends 
on the sustainable management of its natural resources. Washington's 
forests, estuaries, waterways, and watersheds provide a livelihood for 
thousands of citizens of Washington state and millions of dollars of 
income and tax revenues every year from forests, fisheries, 
shellfisheries, recreation, tourism, and other water-dependent 
industries.

(2) The legislature further finds that the livelihoods and 
revenues produced by Washington's forests, estuaries, waterways, and 
watersheds would be enhanced by immediate investments in clean water 
infrastructure and habitat restoration.

(3) The legislature further finds that an insufficiency in 
financial resources, especially in timber-dependent communities, has 
resulted in investments in clean water and habitat restoration too low 
to ensure the long-term economic and environmental health of 
Washington's forests, estuaries, waterways, and watersheds.

(4) The legislature further finds that unemployed workers and 
Washington's economically distressed communities, especially timber-
dependent areas, can benefit from opportunities for employment in 
environmental restoration projects.

(5) The legislature therefore declares that immediate investments 
in a variety of environmental restoration projects, based on sound 
principles of watershed management and environmental and forest 
restoration, are necessary to rehabilitate damaged watersheds and to 
assist dislocated workers and the unemployed gain job skills necessary 
for long-term employment.  [1993 c 516 § 1.]
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