
RCW 43.372.010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise.

(1) "Aquatic lands" includes all tidelands, shorelands, harbor 
areas, and the beds of navigable waters, and must be construed to be 
coextensive with the term "aquatic lands" as defined in RCW 
79.105.060.

(2) "Exclusive economic zone waters" means marine waters from the 
offshore state boundary to the boundary of the exclusive economic 
zone, over which the United States government has primary 
jurisdiction.

(3) "Marine counties" includes Clallam, Jefferson, Grays Harbor, 
Wahkiakum, San Juan, Whatcom, Skagit, Island, Snohomish, King, Pierce, 
Thurston, Mason, Kitsap, and Pacific counties.

(4) "Marine ecosystem" means the physical, biological, and 
chemical components and processes and their interactions in marine 
waters and aquatic lands, including humans.

(5) "Marine interagency team" or "team" means the marine 
interagency team created under RCW 43.372.020.

(6) "Marine management plan" and "marine waters management plan" 
means any plan guiding activities on and uses of the state's marine 
waters, and may include a marine spatial plan or element.

(7) "Marine resources committees" means those committees 
organized under RCW 36.125.020 or by counties within the Northwest 
straits marine conservation initiative.

(8) "Marine spatial planning" means a public process of analyzing 
and allocating the spatial and temporal distribution of human 
activities in marine areas to achieve ecological, economic, and social 
objectives. Often this type of planning is done to reduce conflicts 
among uses, to reduce environmental impacts, to facilitate compatible 
uses, to align management decisions, and to meet other objectives 
determined by the planning process.

(9) "Marine waters" means aquatic lands and waters under tidal 
influence, including salt waters and estuaries to the ordinary high 
water mark lying within the boundaries of the state. This definition 
also includes the portion of the Columbia river bordering Pacific and 
Wahkiakum counties, Willapa Bay, Grays Harbor, the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca, and the entire Puget Sound.  [2010 c 145 § 2.]

Certified on 9/1/2023 RCW 43.372.010 Page 1


		2023-11-04T09:00:06-0700
	Electronic transmittal




