
RCW 46.20.075  Intermediate license. (Effective until January 1, 
2025.)  (1) An intermediate license authorizes the holder to drive a 
motor vehicle under the conditions specified in this section. An 
applicant for an intermediate license must be at least 16 years of age 
and:

(a) Have possessed a valid instruction permit for a period of not 
less than six months;

(b) Have passed a driver licensing examination administered by 
the department;

(c) Have passed a course of driver's education in accordance with 
the standards established in RCW 46.20.100;

(d) Present certification by his or her parent, guardian, or 
employer to the department stating (i) that the applicant has had at 
least 50 hours of driving experience, 10 of which were at night, 
during which the driver was supervised by a person at least 21 years 
of age who has had a valid driver's license for at least three years, 
and (ii) that the applicant has not been issued a notice of traffic 
infraction or cited for a traffic violation that is pending at the 
time of the application for the intermediate license;

(e) Not have been convicted of or found to have committed a 
traffic violation within the last six months before the application 
for the intermediate license; and

(f) Not have been adjudicated for an offense involving the use of 
alcohol or drugs during the period the applicant held an instruction 
permit.

(2) For the first six months after the issuance of an 
intermediate license or until the holder reaches 18 years of age, 
whichever occurs first, the holder of the license may not operate a 
motor vehicle that is carrying any passengers under the age of 20 who 
are not members of the holder's immediate family. For the remaining 
period of the intermediate license, the holder may not operate a motor 
vehicle that is carrying more than three passengers who are under the 
age of 20 who are not members of the holder's immediate family.

(3) The holder of an intermediate license may not operate a motor 
vehicle between the hours of 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. except (a) when the 
holder is accompanied by a licensed driver who is at least 25 years of 
age, or (b) for school, religious, or employment activities for the 
holder or a member of the holder's immediate family as defined in this 
section.

(4) The holder of an intermediate license may not operate a 
moving motor vehicle while using a wireless communications device 
unless the holder is using the device to report illegal activity, 
summon medical or other emergency help, or prevent injury to a person 
or property.

(5) It is a traffic infraction for the holder of an intermediate 
license to operate a motor vehicle in violation of the restrictions 
imposed under this section.

(6) Except for a violation of subsection (4) of this section, 
enforcement of this section by law enforcement officers may be 
accomplished only as a secondary action when a driver of a motor 
vehicle has been detained for a suspected violation of this title or 
an equivalent local ordinance or some other offense.

(7) An intermediate licensee may drive at any hour without 
restrictions on the number of passengers in the vehicle if necessary 
for agricultural purposes.

(8) An intermediate licensee may drive at any hour without 
restrictions on the number of passengers in the vehicle if, for the 

Certified on 7/12/2024 RCW 46.20.075 Page 1



12-month period following the issuance of the intermediate license, he 
or she:

(a) Has not been involved in an accident involving only one motor 
vehicle;

(b) Has not been involved in an accident where he or she was 
cited in connection with the accident or was found to have caused the 
accident;

(c) Has not been involved in an accident where no one was cited 
or was found to have caused the accident; and

(d) Has not been convicted of or found to have committed a 
traffic offense described in chapter 46.61 RCW or violated 
restrictions placed on an intermediate licensee under this section.

(9) For the purposes of this section, "immediate family" means an 
individual's spouse or domestic partner, child, stepchild, grandchild, 
parent, stepparent, grandparent, brother, half-brother, sister, or 
half-sister of the individual, including foster children living in the 
household, and the spouse or the domestic partner of any such person, 
and a child, stepchild, grandchild, parent, stepparent, grandparent, 
brother, half-brother, sister, or half-sister of the individual's 
spouse or domestic partner, and the spouse or the domestic partner of 
any such person.  [2023 c 445 s 2; 2011 c 60 s 44; 2010 c 223 s 2; 
2009 c 125 s 1; 2000 c 115 s 2.]

Effective date—2011 c 60: See RCW 42.17A.919.
Finding—2000 c 115: "The legislature has recognized the need to 

develop a graduated licensing system in light of the 
disproportionately high incidence of motor vehicle crashes involving 
youthful motorists. This system will improve highway safety by 
progressively developing and improving the skills of younger drivers 
in the safest possible environment, thereby reducing the number of 
vehicle crashes." [2000 c 115 s 1.]

Effective date—2000 c 115 ss 1-10: "Sections 1 through 10 of 
this act take effect July 1, 2001." [2000 c 115 s 14.]

RCW 46.20.075  Intermediate license. (Effective January 1, 2025.) 
(1) An intermediate license authorizes the holder to drive a motor 
vehicle under the conditions specified in this section. An applicant 
for an intermediate license must be at least 16 years of age and:

(a) Have possessed a valid instruction permit for a period of not 
less than six months;

(b) Have passed a driver licensing examination administered by 
the department;

(c) Have passed a course of driver's education in accordance with 
the standards established in RCW 46.20.100;

(d) Present certification by his or her parent, guardian, 
employer, or responsible adult to the department stating (i) that the 
applicant has had at least 50 hours of driving experience, 10 of which 
were at night, during which the driver was supervised by a person at 
least 21 years of age who has had a valid driver's license for at 
least three years, and (ii) that the applicant has not been issued a 
notice of traffic infraction or cited for a traffic violation that is 
pending at the time of the application for the intermediate license;
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(e) Not have been convicted of or found to have committed a 
traffic violation within the last six months before the application 
for the intermediate license; and

(f) Not have been adjudicated for an offense involving the use of 
alcohol or drugs during the period the applicant held an instruction 
permit.

(2) For the first six months after the issuance of an 
intermediate license or until the holder reaches 18 years of age, 
whichever occurs first, the holder of the license may not operate a 
motor vehicle that is carrying any passengers under the age of 20 who 
are not members of the holder's immediate family. For the remaining 
period of the intermediate license, the holder may not operate a motor 
vehicle that is carrying more than three passengers who are under the 
age of 20 who are not members of the holder's immediate family.

(3) The holder of an intermediate license may not operate a motor 
vehicle between the hours of 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. except (a) when the 
holder is accompanied by a licensed driver who is at least 25 years of 
age, or (b) for school, religious, or employment activities for the 
holder or a member of the holder's immediate family as defined in this 
section.

(4) The holder of an intermediate license may not operate a 
moving motor vehicle while using a wireless communications device 
unless the holder is using the device to report illegal activity, 
summon medical or other emergency help, or prevent injury to a person 
or property.

(5) It is a traffic infraction for the holder of an intermediate 
license to operate a motor vehicle in violation of the restrictions 
imposed under this section.

(6) Except for a violation of subsection (4) of this section, 
enforcement of this section by law enforcement officers may be 
accomplished only as a secondary action when a driver of a motor 
vehicle has been detained for a suspected violation of this title or 
an equivalent local ordinance or some other offense.

(7) An intermediate licensee may drive at any hour without 
restrictions on the number of passengers in the vehicle if necessary 
for agricultural purposes.

(8) An intermediate licensee may drive at any hour without 
restrictions on the number of passengers in the vehicle if, for the 
12-month period following the issuance of the intermediate license, he 
or she:

(a) Has not been involved in an accident involving only one motor 
vehicle;

(b) Has not been involved in an accident where he or she was 
cited in connection with the accident or was found to have caused the 
accident;

(c) Has not been involved in an accident where no one was cited 
or was found to have caused the accident; and

(d) Has not been convicted of or found to have committed a 
traffic offense described in chapter 46.61 RCW or violated 
restrictions placed on an intermediate licensee under this section.

(9) For the purposes of this section, the following definitions 
apply:

(a) "Immediate family" means an individual's spouse or domestic 
partner, child, stepchild, grandchild, parent, stepparent, 
grandparent, brother, half-brother, sister, or half-sister of the 
individual, including foster children living in the household, and the 
spouse or the domestic partner of any such person, and a child, 
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stepchild, grandchild, parent, stepparent, grandparent, brother, half-
brother, sister, or half-sister of the individual's spouse or domestic 
partner, and the spouse or the domestic partner of any such person.

(b) "Responsible adult" means a person specifically authorized by 
the department who is over the age of 21 and:

(i) Has a familial, kinship, or caretaker relationship to a 
minor;

(ii) Is an educational, medical, legal, social service, or 
Washington state licensed mental health professional who provides 
support directly to a minor in a professional capacity; or

(iii) Is an employee of a government entity and provides support 
to a minor in a professional capacity.  [2024 c 162 s 1; 2023 c 445 s 
2; 2011 c 60 s 44; 2010 c 223 s 2; 2009 c 125 s 1; 2000 c 115 s 2.]

Effective date—2024 c 162 ss 1-3: "Sections 1 through 3 of this 
act take effect January 1, 2025." [2024 c 162 s 5.]

Effective date—2011 c 60: See RCW 42.17A.919.
Finding—2000 c 115: "The legislature has recognized the need to 

develop a graduated licensing system in light of the 
disproportionately high incidence of motor vehicle crashes involving 
youthful motorists. This system will improve highway safety by 
progressively developing and improving the skills of younger drivers 
in the safest possible environment, thereby reducing the number of 
vehicle crashes." [2000 c 115 s 1.]

Effective date—2000 c 115 ss 1-10: "Sections 1 through 10 of 
this act take effect July 1, 2001." [2000 c 115 s 14.]
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