
RCW 46.20.355  Alcohol violator—Probationary license. (Effective 
until January 1, 2026.)  (1) Upon receipt of an abstract indicating a 
deferred prosecution has been granted under RCW 10.05.060, or upon 
receipt of a notice of conviction of RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, the 
department of licensing shall order the person to surrender any 
nonprobationary Washington state driver's license that may be in his 
or her possession. The department shall revoke the license, permit, or 
privilege to drive of any person who fails to surrender it as required 
by this section for one year, unless the license has been previously 
surrendered to the department, a law enforcement officer, or a court, 
or the person has completed an affidavit of lost, stolen, destroyed, 
or previously surrendered license, such revocation to take effect 
thirty days after notice is given of the requirement for license 
surrender.

(2) The department shall place a person's driving privilege in 
probationary status as required by RCW 10.05.060 or 46.61.5055 for a 
period of five years from the date the probationary status is required 
to go into effect.

(3) Following receipt of an abstract indicating a deferred 
prosecution has been granted under RCW 10.05.060, or upon 
reinstatement or reissuance of a driver's license suspended or revoked 
as the result of a conviction of RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, the 
department shall require the person to obtain a probationary license 
in order to operate a motor vehicle in the state of Washington, except 
as otherwise exempt under RCW 46.20.025. The department shall not 
issue the probationary license unless the person is otherwise 
qualified for licensing, and the person must renew the probationary 
license on the same cycle as the person's regular license would have 
been renewed until the expiration of the five-year probationary status 
period imposed under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) If a person is eligible for full credit under RCW 
46.61.5055(9)(b)(ii) and, by the date specified in the notice issued 
under RCW 46.20.245, has completed the requirements under RCW 
46.20.311 and paid the fee under subsection (5) of this section, the 
department shall issue a probationary license on the date specified in 
the notice with no further action required of the person.

(5) For each original issue or renewal of a probationary license 
under this section, the department shall charge a fee of fifty dollars 
in addition to any other licensing fees required. Except for when 
renewing a probationary license, the department shall waive the 
requirement to obtain an additional probationary license and the fifty 
dollar fee if the person has a probationary license in his or her 
possession at the time a new probationary license is required.

(6) A probationary license shall enable the department and law 
enforcement personnel to determine that the person is on probationary 
status. The fact that a person's driving privilege is in probationary 
status or that the person has been issued a probationary license shall 
not be a part of the person's record that is available to insurance 
companies.  [2020 c 330 s 8. Prior: 1998 c 209 s 3; 1998 c 41 s 5; 
1995 1st sp.s. c 17 s 1; 1995 c 332 s 4; 1994 c 275 s 8.]

Effective date—2020 c 330: See note following RCW 9.94A.729.
Effective date—1998 c 209: See note following RCW 46.20.308.
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Intent—Construction—Effective date—1998 c 41: See notes 
following RCW 46.20.265.

Effective date—1995 1st sp.s. c 17: "This act shall take effect 
September 1, 1995." [1995 1st sp.s. c 17 s 3.]

Severability—Effective dates—1995 c 332: See notes following RCW 
46.20.308.

Short title—Effective date—1994 c 275: See notes following RCW 
46.04.015.

RCW 46.20.355  Alcohol violator—Probationary license. (Effective 
January 1, 2026.)  (1) Upon receipt of an abstract indicating a 
deferred prosecution has been granted under RCW 10.05.060, or upon 
receipt of a notice of conviction of RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, the 
department of licensing shall issue notice that 45 days after receipt, 
the person must apply for a probationary license, and order the person 
to surrender any nonprobationary Washington state driver's license 
that may be in his or her possession.

(2) The department shall place a person's driving privilege in 
probationary status as required by RCW 10.05.060 or 46.61.5055 for a 
period of five years from the date the probationary status is required 
to go into effect.

(3) Following receipt of an abstract indicating a deferred 
prosecution has been granted under RCW 10.05.060, or upon 
reinstatement or reissuance of a driver's license suspended or revoked 
as the result of a conviction of RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, the 
department shall require the person to obtain a probationary license 
in order to operate a motor vehicle in the state of Washington, except 
as otherwise exempt under RCW 46.20.025. The department shall not 
issue the probationary license unless the person is otherwise 
qualified for licensing, and the person must renew the probationary 
license on the same cycle as the person's regular license would have 
been renewed until the expiration of the five-year probationary status 
period imposed under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) If a person is eligible for full credit under RCW 
46.61.5055(9)(b)(ii) and, by the date specified in the notice issued 
under RCW 46.20.245, has completed the requirements under RCW 
46.20.311 and paid the fee under subsection (5) of this section, the 
department shall issue a probationary license on the date specified in 
the notice with no further action required of the person.

(5) For each original issue or renewal of a probationary license 
under this section, the department shall charge a fee of $50 in 
addition to any other licensing fees required. Except for when 
renewing a probationary license, the department shall waive the 
requirement to obtain an additional probationary license and the $50 
fee if the person has a probationary license in his or her possession 
at the time a new probationary license is required.

(6) A probationary license shall enable the department and law 
enforcement personnel to determine that the person is on probationary 
status. The fact that a person's driving privilege is in probationary 
status or that the person has been issued a probationary license shall 
not be a part of the person's record that is available to insurance 
companies.  [2024 c 306 s 26; 2020 c 330 s 8. Prior: 1998 c 209 s 3; 
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1998 c 41 s 5; 1995 1st sp.s. c 17 s 1; 1995 c 332 s 4; 1994 c 275 s 
8.]

Effective date—2024 c 306: See note following RCW 9.94A.661.
Effective date—2020 c 330: See note following RCW 9.94A.729.
Effective date—1998 c 209: See note following RCW 46.20.308.
Intent—Construction—Effective date—1998 c 41: See notes 

following RCW 46.20.265.
Effective date—1995 1st sp.s. c 17: "This act shall take effect 

September 1, 1995." [1995 1st sp.s. c 17 s 3.]
Severability—Effective dates—1995 c 332: See notes following RCW 

46.20.308.
Short title—Effective date—1994 c 275: See notes following RCW 

46.04.015.
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