
RCW 46.32.085  Rules to regulate commercial motor vehicle safety 
requirements.  (1) The Washington state patrol, in consultation with 
the department of licensing, shall adopt rules consistent with this 
chapter to regulate vehicle safety requirements for motor carriers who 
own, control, manage, or operate a commercial motor vehicle within 
this state. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the rules 
adopted by the state patrol under this section must be as rigorous as 
federal regulations governing certain interstate motor carriers at 49 
C.F.R. Parts 40 and 380 through 397, which cover the areas of 
commercial motor carrier driver training, controlled substance and 
alcohol use and testing, compliance with the federal driver's license 
requirements and penalties, vehicle equipment and safety standards, 
hazardous material practices, financial responsibility, driver 
qualifications, hours of service, vehicle inspection and corrective 
actions, and assessed penalties for noncompliance. The state patrol 
shall amend these rules periodically to maintain, to the extent 
permissible under this chapter, standards as rigorous as the federal 
regulations governing certain interstate motor carriers. The state 
patrol shall submit a report to the legislature by December 31st of 
each year that outlines new rules or rule changes and explains how the 
state rules compare to the federal regulations.

(2) Motor vehicles operated by entities with authority under 
chapters 81.66, 81.68, 81.70, and 81.77 RCW, and by household goods 
carriers operating under chapter 81.80 RCW, must comply with rules 
regulating vehicle safety adopted by the utilities and transportation 
commission.  [2009 c 46 § 2; 2007 c 419 § 14.]

Findings—Short title—2007 c 419: See notes following RCW 
46.16A.010.
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