
RCW 46.79.150  Catalytic converters—Payment—Recordkeeping—
Exemption. (Effective April 1, 2025.)  (1) Payment to individual 
sellers of catalytic converters that have been removed from a vehicle 
may not be made at the time of the transaction and shall not be paid 
earlier than three business days after the transaction was made.

(2) No transaction involving catalytic converters that have been 
removed from a vehicle may be made in cash or with any person who does 
not provide a street address and photographic identification. The 
person with whom the transaction is being made may only be paid by a 
nontransferable check, mailed by the licensed scrap processor to the 
street address recorded according to this section, no earlier than 
three days after the transaction was made. A transaction occurs on the 
date provided in the record required under this section.

(3) A record of each purchase of catalytic converters that have 
been removed from a vehicle must be kept for three years following the 
date of the transaction and be open to inspection by any commissioned 
law enforcement officer of the state or any of its political 
subdivisions at all times during the ordinary hours of business, or at 
reasonable times if ordinary hours of business are not kept. The 
record shall include, at a minimum, the following elements:

(a) The time, date, location, and value of the transaction;
(b) The name of the employee representing the scrap processor in 

the transaction;
(c) The name, street address, and telephone number of the person 

with whom the transaction is made;
(d) The license plate number and state of issuance of the license 

plate on the motor vehicle used to deliver the catalytic converter or 
converters subject to the transaction;

(e) A description of the motor vehicle used to deliver the 
catalytic converter or converters subject to the transaction;

(f) A copy of the seller's current driver's license or other 
government-issued picture identification card;

(g) The vehicle identification number of the vehicle from which 
the catalytic converter was removed;

(h) A declaration signed by the seller that states substantially 
the following:

"I, the undersigned, affirm under penalty of law that the 
property that is subject to this transaction is not to the best of my 
knowledge stolen property and the information provided by me is 
accurate."; and

(i) A photo of the catalytic converter that includes the vehicle 
identification number marking required under RCW 9A.82.180.

(4) This section does not apply to the purchase of material from 
a licensed business that manufactures catalytic converters in the 
ordinary course of its legal business.  [2024 c 301 s 15.]

Effective date—Findings—Intent—2024 c 301: See notes following 
RCW 9A.82.180.
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