
RCW 47.79.010  Legislative declaration.  The legislature 
recognizes that major intercity transportation corridors in this state 
are becoming increasingly congested. In these corridors, population is 
expected to grow by nearly forty percent over the next twenty years, 
while employment will grow by nearly fifty percent. The estimated 
seventy-five percent increase in intercity travel demand must be 
accommodated to ensure state economic vitality and protect the state's 
quality of life.

The legislature finds that high-speed ground transportation 
offers a safer, more efficient, and environmentally responsible 
alternative to increasing highway capacity. High-speed ground 
transportation can complement and enhance existing air transportation 
systems. High-speed ground transportation can be compatible with 
growth management plans in counties and cities served by such a 
system. Further, high-speed ground transportation offers a reliable, 
all-weather service capable of significant energy savings over other 
intercity modes.  [1993 c 381 § 1.]
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