RCW 47.80.011 Legislative intent. The legislature recognizes
that recent legislative enactments have significantly added to the
complexity of and to the potential for benefits from integrated
transportation and comprehensive planning and that there is currently
a unique opportunity for integration of local comprehensive plans and
regional goals with state and local transportation programs. Further,
approaches to transportation demand management initiatives and local
and state transportation funding can be better coordinated to insure
an efficient, effective transportation system that insures mobility
and accessibility, and addresses community needs.

The legislature further finds that transportation and land use
share a critical relationship that policymakers can better utilize to
address regional strategies.

Prudent and cost-effective investment by the state and by local
governments in highway facilities, local streets and arterials, rail
facilities, marine facilities, nonmotorized transportation facilities
and systems, public transit systems, transportation system management,
transportation demand management, and the development of high capacity
transit systems can help to effectively address mobility needs. Such
investment can also enhance local and state objectives for effective
comprehensive planning, economic development strategies, and clean air
policies.

The legislature finds that addressing public initiatives
regarding transportation and comprehensive planning necessitates an
innovative approach. Improved integration between transportation and
comprehensive planning among public institutions, particularly in the
state's largest metropolitan areas is considered by the state to be
imperative, and to have significant benefit to the citizens of
Washington. [1994 ¢ 158 § 1.]
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