
RCW 53.57.030  Governance—Organization—Management authority. 
(1) The affairs, operations, and funds of a port development authority 
must be governed by the port district or districts that created the 
port development authority. Each port district governing the port 
development authority must oversee the affairs, operations, and funds 
of the port development authority exclusively through the elected port 
commission of the port district. If the port development authority is 
jointly created by more than one port district under RCW 53.57.020, 
then the port development authority must be managed by each port 
district as a member of the port development authority, in accordance 
with the terms of this section and the charter for the port 
development authority. Each port district member shall act in such 
capacity through its own elected commissioners.

(2) Any port district that creates a port development authority 
under RCW 53.57.020 must provide for the organization and operation of 
the port development authority, oversee the affairs, operations, and 
funds of the port development authority in order to correct any 
deficiency, and ensure that the purposes of each program undertaken 
are reasonably accomplished.

(3) A port development authority, in managing maritime activities 
of a port district or districts under this chapter, may:

(a) Own and sell real and personal property;
(b) Contract with individuals, associations, corporations, the 

state, and the United States;
(c) Sue and be sued;
(d) Loan and borrow funds;
(e) Issue bonds, notes, and other evidences of indebtedness;
(f) Transfer funds, real or personal property, property 

interests, or services; and
(g) Perform community services related to maritime activities 

managed by the port development authority.
(4) Port development authorities do not have the power of eminent 

domain or the power to levy taxes or special assessments.  [2015 c 35 
§ 4.]

Findings—Intent—2015 c 35: See note following RCW 53.57.020.
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