
RCW 57.02.040  Water-sewer district activities to be approved—
Criteria for approval by county legislative authority.  (1) 
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the following 
proposed actions shall be approved as provided for in RCW 57.02.045:

(a) Formation or reorganization under chapter 57.04 RCW;
(b) Annexation of territory under chapter 57.24 RCW;
(c) Withdrawal of territory under chapter 57.28 RCW;
(d) Transfer of territory under RCW 57.32.160;
(e) Consolidation under chapter 57.32 RCW; and
(f) Merger under chapter 57.36 RCW.
(2) At least one of the districts involved shall give notice of 

the proposed action to the county legislative authority, state 
department of ecology, and state department of health. The county 
legislative authority shall within thirty days of receiving notice of 
the proposed action approve the action or hold a hearing on the 
action.

(3) The county legislative authority shall decide within sixty 
days of a hearing whether to approve or not approve the proposed 
action. In approving or not approving the proposed action, the county 
legislative authority shall consider the following criteria:

(a) Whether the proposed action in the area under consideration 
is in compliance with the development program that is outlined in the 
county comprehensive plan, or city or town comprehensive plan where 
appropriate, and its supporting documents;

(b) Whether the proposed action in the area under consideration 
is in compliance with the basin-wide water and/or sewage plan as 
approved by the state department of ecology and the state department 
of social and health services; and

(c) Whether the proposed action is in compliance with the 
policies expressed in the county plan for water and/or sewage 
facilities.

(4) If the proposed action is inconsistent with subsection 
(3)(a), (b), or (c) of this section, the county legislative authority 
shall not approve it. If the proposed action is consistent with 
subsection (3)(a), (b), and (c) of this section, the county 
legislative authority shall approve it unless it finds that water or 
sewer service in the area under consideration will be most 
appropriately served by the county itself under the provisions of 
chapter 36.94 RCW, or by another district, city, town, or 
municipality. If there has not been adopted for the area under 
consideration a plan or program under subsection (3)(a), (b), or (c) 
of this section, the proposed action shall not be found inconsistent 
with such subsection.

(5) Where a district is proposed to be formed, and where no 
boundary review board is established in the county, the petition 
described in RCW 57.04.030 shall serve as the notice of proposed 
action under this section, and the hearing provided for in RCW 
57.04.030 shall serve as the hearing provided for in this section and 
in RCW 57.02.045.  [1996 c 230 § 105; 1988 c 162 § 7; 1971 ex.s. c 139 
§ 2.]

Part headings not law—Effective date—1996 c 230: See notes 
following RCW 57.02.001.
1988 validation: RCW 57.06.180.
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