
RCW 69.40.030  Placing poison or other harmful object or 
substance in food, drinks, medicine, or water—Penalty.  (1) Every 
person who willfully mingles poison or places any harmful object or 
substance, including but not limited to pins, tacks, needles, nails, 
razor blades, wire, or glass in any food, drink, medicine, or other 
edible substance intended or prepared for the use of a human being or 
who shall knowingly furnish, with intent to harm another person, any 
food, drink, medicine, or other edible substance containing such 
poison or harmful object or substance to another human being, and 
every person who willfully poisons any spring, well, or reservoir of 
water, is guilty of a class B felony and shall be punished by 
imprisonment in a state correctional facility for not less than five 
years or by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars.

(2) *This act shall not apply to the employer or employers of a 
person who violates this section without such employer's knowledge. 
[2003 c 53 § 321; 1992 c 7 § 48; 1973 c 119 § 1; 1909 c 249 § 264; RRS 
§ 2516. Prior: Code 1881 § 802; 1873 p 185 § 27; 1869 p 202 § 25; 1854 
p 79 § 25.]

*Reviser's note: "this act" refers to the 1973 c 119 § 1 
amendment to this section.

Intent—Effective date—2003 c 53: See notes following RCW 
2.48.180.
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