
RCW 70A.388.060  User permit system—Fees—Indemnify and hold 
state harmless—Adoption of rules.  (1) The agency is empowered to 
administer a user permit system and issue site use permits for 
generators, packagers, or brokers to use the commercial low-level 
radioactive waste disposal facility. The agency may issue a site use 
permit consistent with the requirements of this chapter and the rules 
adopted under it and the requirements of the Northwest Interstate 
Compact on Low-Level Radioactive Waste Management under chapter 
70A.380 RCW. The agency may deny an application for a site use permit 
or modify, suspend, or revoke a site use permit in any case in which 
it finds that the permit was obtained by fraud or there is or has been 
a failure, refusal, or inability to comply with the requirements of 
this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter or the requirements 
of the Northwest Interstate Compact on Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
Management under chapter 70A.380 RCW. The agency may also deny or 
suspend a site use permit for failure to comply with RCW 70A.384.110.

(2) Any permit issued by the department of ecology for a site use 
permit pursuant to chapter 70A.384 RCW is valid until the first 
expiration date that occurs after July 1, 2012.

(3) The agency shall collect a fee from the applicants for site 
use permits that is sufficient to fund the costs to the agency to 
administer the user permit system. The site use permit fee must be set 
at a level that is also sufficient to fund state participation in 
activities related to the Northwest Interstate Compact on Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste Management under chapter 70A.380 RCW. The site use 
permit fees must be deposited in the site closure account established 
in RCW 70A.384.050(2). Appropriations to the department of health or 
the department of ecology are required to permit expenditures using 
site use permit fee funds from the site closure account.

(4) The agency shall collect a surveillance fee as an added 
charge on each cubic foot of low-level radioactive waste disposed of 
at the commercial low-level radioactive waste disposal site in this 
state which shall be set at a level that is sufficient to fund 
completely the radiation control activities of the agency directly 
related to the disposal site, including but not limited to the 
management, licensing, monitoring, and regulation of the site. The fee 
shall also provide funds to the Washington state patrol for costs 
incurred from inspection of low-level radioactive waste shipments 
entering this state. Disbursements for this purpose shall be by 
authorization of the secretary of the department of health or the 
secretary's designee.

(5) The agency shall require that any person who holds or applies 
for a permit under this chapter indemnify and hold harmless the state 
from claims, suits, damages, or expenses on account of injuries to or 
death of persons and property damage, arising or growing out of any 
operations and activities for which the person holds the permit, and 
any necessary or incidental operations.

(6) The agency may adopt such rules as are necessary to carry out 
its responsibilities under this section.  [2020 c 20 § 1264; 2012 c 19 
§ 9; 1990 c 21 § 7; 1989 c 106 § 1; 1986 c 2 § 2; 1985 c 383 § 3. 
Formerly RCW 70.98.085.]

Effective date—2012 c 19: See note following RCW 70A.384.010.
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