
RCW 70A.450.010  Purpose of chapter.  Asbestos is a known human 
carcinogen that causes painful, premature deaths due to diseases such 
as asbestosis, mesothelioma, lung and gastrointestinal cancers, and 
other diseases and cancers. Activities that can lead to the release of 
asbestos fibers include installation, use, maintenance, repair, 
removal, and disposal of asbestos-containing building materials.

Many people are unaware that asbestos-containing building 
materials are still imported, sold, and used in the United States. 
Because few regulations exist that require the disclosure of asbestos 
in building materials, people can unknowingly be exposed to asbestos. 
Asbestos is generally invisible, odorless, very durable, and highly 
aerodynamic. Exposure can occur well after it has been disturbed and 
long distances from where the asbestos release occurred.

The purpose of this chapter is to allow people to make informed 
decisions regarding whether or not they purchase or use building 
materials containing asbestos. More specifically, building materials 
that contain asbestos must be clearly labeled as such by 
manufacturers, wholesalers, and distributors.  [2013 c 51 § 1. 
Formerly RCW 70.310.010.]
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