RCW 74.08A.341 Program constraints—Expenditures. The
department of social and health services shall operate the Washington
WorkFirst program authorized under RCW 74.08A.210 through 74.08A.330,
43.330.145, 43.216.710, and 74.25.040, and chapter 74.12 RCW within
the following constraints:

(1) The program shall be operated within amounts appropriated by
the legislature and consistent with policy established by the
legislature to achieve self-sufficiency through work and the following
additional outcomes:

(a) Recipients' economic status is improving through wage
progression, job retention, and educational advancement;

(b) Recipients' status regarding housing stability, medical and
behavioral health, and job readiness is improving;

(c) The well-being of children whose caretaker is receiving
benefits on their behalf is improving with respect to child welfare
and educational achievement.

(2) (a) The department shall create a budget structure that allows
for more transparent tracking of program spending. The budget
structure shall outline spending for the following: Temporary
assistance for needy family grants, WorkFirst activities, and
administration of the program.

(b) Each biennium, the department shall establish a biennial
spending plan, using the budget structure created in (a) of this
subsection, for this program and submit the plan to the legislative
fiscal committees and the legislative-executive WorkFirst poverty
reduction oversight task force no later than July 1lst of every odd-
numbered year, beginning on July 1, 2013. The department shall update
the legislative fiscal committees and the task force on the spending
plan if modifications are made to the plan previously submitted to the
legislature and the task force for that biennium.

(c) The department also shall provide expenditure reports to the
fiscal committees of the legislature and the legislative-executive
WorkFirst poverty reduction oversight task force beginning September
1, 2012, and on a quarterly basis thereafter. If the department
determines, based upon quarterly expenditure reports, that
expenditures will exceed funding at the end of the fiscal year, the
department shall take those actions necessary to ensure that services
provided under this chapter are available only to the extent of and
consistent with appropriations in the operating budget and policy
established by the legislature following notification provided in (b)
of this subsection.

(3) No more than fifteen percent of the temporary assistance for
needy families block grant, the federal child care funds, and
qualifying state expenditures may be spent for administrative
purposes. For purposes of this subsection, "administrative purposes"
does not include expenditures for information technology and
computerization needed for tracking and monitoring required by P.L.
104-193.

(4) The department shall expend funds appropriated for work
activities, as defined in RCW 74.08A.250, or for other services
provided to WorkFirst recipients, as authorized under RCW 74.08A.290.
[2018 ¢ 126 § 6; 2018 c 52 § 5; 2012 c 217 § 1.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2018 c¢c 52 § 5 and by
2018 ¢ 126 § 6, each without reference to the other. Both amendments
are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).
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Findings—Intent—2018 c 126: See note following RCW 74.08A.505.

Effective date—Intent—Finding—2018 c 52: See notes following
RCW 43.216.9009.

Effective date—2012 ¢ 217: "This act takes effect July 1, 2012."
[2012 ¢ 217 § 4.]
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