
RCW 74.13B.010  Definitions.  For purposes of this chapter:
(1) "Case management" means convening family meetings, 

developing, revising, and monitoring implementation of any case plan 
or individual service and safety plan, coordinating and monitoring 
services needed by the child and family, caseworker-child visits, 
family visits, and the assumption of court-related duties, excluding 
legal representation, including preparing court reports, attending 
judicial hearings and permanency hearings, and ensuring that the child 
is progressing toward permanency within state and federal mandates, 
including the Indian child welfare act.

(2) "Child" means:
(a) A person less than eighteen years of age; or
(b) A person age eighteen to twenty-one years who is eligible to 

receive the extended foster care services authorized under RCW 
74.13.031.

(3) "Child-placing agency" has the same meaning as in RCW 
74.15.020.

(4) "Child welfare services" means social services including 
voluntary and in-home services, out-of-home care, case management, and 
adoption services which strengthen, supplement, or substitute for, 
parental care and supervision for the purpose of:

(a) Preventing or remedying, or assisting in the solution of 
problems which may result in families in conflict, or the neglect, 
abuse, exploitation, or criminal behavior of children;

(b) Protecting and caring for dependent, abused, or neglected 
children;

(c) Assisting children who are in conflict with their parents, 
and assisting parents who are in conflict with their children, with 
services designed to resolve such conflicts;

(d) Protecting and promoting the welfare of children, including 
the strengthening of their own homes where possible, or, where needed;

(e) Providing adequate care of children away from their homes in 
foster family homes or day care or other child care agencies or 
facilities.

(5) "Department" means the department of children, youth, and 
families.

(6) "Evidence-based" means a program or practice that is cost-
effective and includes at least two randomized or statistically 
controlled evaluations that have demonstrated improved outcomes for 
its intended population.

(7) "Network administrator" means an entity that contracts with 
the department to provide defined services to children and families in 
the child welfare system through its provider network, as provided in 
RCW 74.13B.020.

(8) "Performance-based contracting" means structuring all aspects 
of the procurement of services around the purpose of the work to be 
performed and the desired results with the contract requirements set 
forth in clear, specific, and objective terms with measurable outcomes 
and linking payment for services to contractor performance.

(9) "Promising practice" means a practice that presents, based 
upon preliminary information, potential for becoming a research-based 
or consensus-based practice.

(10) "Provider network" means those service providers who 
contract with a network administrator to provide services to children 
and families in the geographic area served by the network 
administrator.
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(11) "Research-based" means a program or practice that has some 
research demonstrating effectiveness, but that does not yet meet the 
standard of evidence-based practices.  [2017 3rd sp.s. c 6 § 505; 2012 
c 205 § 2.]

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 6 §§ 102, 104-115, 201-227, 
301-337, 401-419, 501-513, 801-803, and 805-822: See note following 
RCW 43.216.025.

Conflict with federal requirements—2017 3rd sp.s. c 6: See RCW 
43.216.908.
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