
RCW 79.100.050  Use or disposal of vessel.  (1) After taking 
custody of a vessel, the authorized public entity may use or dispose 
of the vessel in any appropriate and environmentally sound manner 
without further notice to any owners, but must give preference to uses 
that derive some monetary benefit from the vessel, either in whole or 
in scrap. If no value can be derived from the vessel, the authorized 
public entity must give preference to the least costly, 
environmentally sound, reasonable disposal option. Any disposal 
operations must be consistent with the state solid waste disposal 
provisions provided for in chapter 70A.205 RCW.

(2) If the authorized public entity chooses to offer the vessel 
at a public auction, either a minimum bid may be set or a letter of 
credit may be required, or both, to discourage future reabandonment of 
the vessel.

(3) Proceeds derived from the sale of the vessel must first be 
applied to any administrative costs that are incurred by the 
authorized public entity during the notification procedures set forth 
in RCW 79.100.040, removal and disposal costs, and costs associated 
with environmental damages directly or indirectly caused by the 
vessel. If the proceeds derived from the vessel exceed all 
administrative costs, removal and disposal costs, and costs associated 
with environmental damages directly or indirectly caused by the 
vessel, the remaining moneys must be applied to satisfying any liens 
registered against the vessel.

(4) Any value derived from a vessel greater than all liens and 
costs incurred reverts to the derelict vessel removal account 
established in RCW 79.100.100.  [2021 c 65 § 89; 2002 c 286 § 6.]

Explanatory statement—2021 c 65: See note following RCW 
53.54.030.
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