
RCW 79A.25.210  Firearms range account—Grant program—Rules.  The 
firearms range account is hereby created in the state general fund. 
Moneys in the account shall be subject to legislative appropriation 
and shall be used for purchase and development of land, construction 
or improvement of range facilities, including fixed structure 
construction or remodeling, equipment purchase, safety or 
environmental improvements, noise abatement, and liability protection 
for public and nonprofit firearm range training and practice 
facilities.

Grant funds shall not be used for expendable shooting supplies, 
or normal operating expenses. In making grants, the board shall give 
priority to projects for noise abatement or safety improvement. Grant 
funds shall not supplant funds for other organization programs.

The funds will be available to nonprofit shooting organizations, 
school districts, and state, county, or local governments on a match 
basis. All entities receiving matching funds must be open on a regular 
basis and usable by law enforcement personnel or the general public 
who possess Washington concealed pistol licenses or Washington hunting 
licenses or who are enrolled in a firearm safety class.

Applicants for a grant from the firearms range account shall 
provide matching funds in either cash or in-kind contributions. The 
match must represent one dollar in value for each one dollar of the 
grant except that in the case of a grant for noise abatement or safety 
improvements the match must represent one dollar in value for each two 
dollars of the grant. In-kind contributions include but are not 
limited to labor, materials, and new property. Existing assets and 
existing development may not apply to the match.

Applicants other than school districts or local or state 
government must be registered as a nonprofit or not-for-profit 
organization with the Washington secretary of state. The 
organization's articles of incorporation must contain provisions for 
the organization's structure, officers, legal address, and registered 
agent.

Organizations requesting grants must provide the hours of range 
availability for public and law enforcement use. The fee structure 
will be submitted with the grant application.

Any nonprofit organization or agency accepting a grant under this 
program will be required to pay back the entire grant amount to the 
firearms range account if the use of the range facility is 
discontinued less than ten years after the grant is accepted.

Entities receiving grants must make the facilities for which 
grant funding is received open for hunter safety education classes and 
firearm safety classes on a regular basis for no fee.

Government units or school districts applying for grants must 
open their range facility on a regular basis for hunter safety 
education classes and firearm safety classes.

The board shall adopt rules to implement chapter 195, Laws of 
1990, pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW. During the 2017-2019 and 
2019-2021 fiscal biennia, expenditures from the firearms range account 
may be used to implement chapter 74, Laws of 2017 (SHB 1100) 
(concealed pistol licenses) and chapter 282, Laws of 2017 (SB 5268) 
(concealed pistol license notices). During the 2021-2023 and 2023-2025 
fiscal biennia, expenditures from the firearms range account may be 
used to implement chapter 74, Laws of 2017 (SHB 1100) (concealed 
pistol licenses).  [2023 c 475 § 945; 2021 c 334 § 997; 2019 c 415 § 
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987; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 1 § 997; 2007 c 241 § 54; 1996 c 96 § 1; 1994 
sp.s. c 7 § 443; 1990 c 195 § 2. Formerly RCW 77.12.720.]

Effective date—2023 c 475: See note following RCW 16.76.030.
Conflict with federal requirements—Effective date—2021 c 334: 

See notes following RCW 43.79.555.
Effective date—2019 c 415: See note following RCW 28B.20.476.
Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 1: See note following RCW 

43.41.455.
Intent—Effective date—2007 c 241: See notes following RCW 

79A.25.005.
Finding—Intent—Severability—1994 sp.s. c 7: See notes following 

RCW 43.70.540.
Effective date—1994 sp.s. c 7 §§ 401-410, 413-416, 418-437, and 

439-460: See note following RCW 9.41.010.
Findings—1990 c 195: "Firearms are collected, used for hunting, 

recreational shooting, and self-defense, and firearm owners as well as 
bow users need safe, accessible areas in which to shoot their 
equipment. Approved shooting ranges provide that opportunity, while at 
the same time, promote public safety. Interest in all shooting sports 
has increased while safe locations to shoot have been lost to the 
pressures of urban growth." [1990 c 195 § 1.]
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