
RCW 80.01.060  Administrative law judges—Powers.  (1) The 
commission may appoint administrative law judges when it deems such 
action necessary for its general administration. The administrative 
law judges may administer oaths, issue subpoenas for the attendance of 
witnesses and the production of papers, waybills, books, accounts, 
documents, and testimony, examine witnesses, make findings of probable 
cause and issue complaints in the name of the commission, and receive 
testimony in any inquiry, investigation, hearing, or proceeding in any 
part of the state, under such rules as the commission may adopt. The 
administrative law judges appointed under this subsection are not 
subject to chapter 41.06 RCW; however, they are subject to discipline 
and termination, for cause, by the executive secretary of the 
commission. Upon written request of the person so disciplined or 
terminated, the executive secretary shall state the reasons for such 
action in writing. The person affected has a right of review by the 
superior court of Thurston county on petition for reinstatement or 
other remedy filed within thirty days of receipt of the written 
reasons.

(2) In general rate increase filings by a natural gas, electric, 
or telecommunications company, the administrative law judges may 
preside, but may not enter an initial order unless expressly agreed to 
in writing by the company making the filing. In all other cases, the 
administrative law judge may enter an initial order including findings 
of fact and conclusions of law in accordance with RCW 34.05.461(1)(a) 
and (c) and (3) through (9) or 34.05.485. RCW 34.05.461 (1)(b) and (2) 
do not apply to entry of orders under this section.

(3) Administrative law judges may not enter final orders, except 
that the commission may designate persons by rule to preside and enter 
final orders in emergency adjudications under RCW 34.05.479. Initial 
orders of administrative law judges shall become final on the day 
following expiration of the time established by the commission for 
filing a petition for administrative review, unless, within that time, 
a party petitions for administrative review or the commission notifies 
parties that it will review the initial order on its own motion.

(4) If the administrative law judge does not enter an initial 
order as provided in subsection (2) of this section, then a majority 
of the members of the commission who are to enter the final order must 
hear or review substantially all of the record submitted by any party. 
[2006 c 346 § 5; 1995 c 331 § 3; 1991 c 48 § 1; 1981 c 67 § 35; 1961 c 
14 § 80.01.060. Prior: 1925 ex.s. c 164 § 1; RRS § 10779-1. Formerly 
RCW 43.53.070.]

Effective dates—Severability—1981 c 67: See notes following RCW 
34.12.010.
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