
RCW 80.36.375  Personal wireless services—Siting microcells, 
minor facilities, or a small cell network—Definitions.  (1) If a 
personal wireless service provider applies to site several microcells, 
minor facilities, or a small cell network in a single geographical 
area:

(a) If one or more of the microcells and/or minor facilities are 
not exempt from the requirements of RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c), local 
governmental entities are encouraged: (i) To allow the applicant, at 
the applicant's discretion, to file a single set of documents required 
by chapter 43.21C RCW that will apply to all the microcells and/or 
minor facilities to be sited; and (ii) to render decisions under 
chapter 43.21C RCW regarding all the microcells and/or minor 
facilities in a single administrative proceeding;

(b) Local governmental entities are encouraged: (i) To allow the 
applicant, at the applicant's discretion, to file a single set of 
documents for land use permits that will apply to all the microcells 
and/or minor facilities to be sited; and (ii) to render decisions 
regarding land use permits for all the microcells and/or minor 
facilities in a single administrative proceeding; and

(c) For small cell networks involving multiple individual small 
cell facilities, local governmental entities may allow the applicant, 
if the applicant so chooses, to file a consolidated application and 
receive a single permit for the small cell network in a single 
jurisdiction instead of filing separate applications for each 
individual small cell facility.

(2) For the purposes of this section:
(a) "Personal wireless services" means commercial mobile 

services, unlicensed wireless services, and common carrier wireless 
exchange access services, as defined by federal laws and regulations.

(b) "Microcell" means a wireless communication facility 
consisting of an antenna that is either: (i) Four feet in height and 
with an area of not more than five hundred eighty square inches; or 
(ii) if a tubular antenna, no more than four inches in diameter and no 
more than six feet in length.

(c) "Minor facility" means a wireless communication facility 
consisting of up to three antennas, each of which is either: (i) Four 
feet in height and with an area of not more than five hundred eighty 
square inches; or (ii) if a tubular antenna, no more than four inches 
in diameter and no more than six feet in length; and the associated 
equipment cabinet that is six feet or less in height and no more than 
forty-eight square feet in floor area.

(d) "Small cell facility" means a personal wireless services 
facility that meets both of the following qualifications:

(i) Each antenna is located inside an antenna enclosure of no 
more than three cubic feet in volume or, in the case of an antenna 
that has exposed elements, the antenna and all of its exposed elements 
could fit within an imaginary enclosure of no more than three cubic 
feet; and

(ii) Primary equipment enclosures are no larger than seventeen 
cubic feet in volume. The following associated equipment may be 
located outside the primary equipment enclosure and if so located, are 
not included in the calculation of equipment volume: Electric meter, 
concealment, telecomm demarcation box, ground-based enclosures, 
battery backup power systems, grounding equipment, power transfer 
switch, and cut-off switch.
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(e) "Small cell network" means a collection of interrelated small 
cell facilities designed to deliver personal wireless services.  [2014 
c 118 § 1; 1997 c 219 § 2; 1996 c 323 § 3.]

Findings—1996 c 323: See note following RCW 43.70.600.
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