
RCW 80.36.630  State universal communications services program—
Definitions. (Expires July 1, 2025.)  (1) The definitions in this 
section apply throughout this section and RCW 80.36.650 through 
80.36.690 and 80.36.610 unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

(a) "Basic residential service" means those services set out in 
47 C.F.R. Sec. 54.101(a) (2011), as it existed on May 13, 2019, and 
mandatory extended area service approved by the commission.

(b) "Basic telecommunications services" means the following 
services:

(i) Single-party service;
(ii) Voice grade access to the public switched network;
(iii) Support for local usage;
(iv) Dual tone multifrequency signaling (touch-tone);
(v) Access to emergency services (911);
(vi) Access to operator services;
(vii) Access to interexchange services;
(viii) Access to directory assistance; and
(ix) Toll limitation services.
(c) "Broadband service" means any service providing advanced 

telecommunications capability, including internet access and access to 
high quality voice, data, graphics, or video.

(d) "Communications provider" means a provider of communications 
services that assigns a working telephone number to a final consumer 
for intrastate wireline or wireless communications services or 
interconnected voice over internet protocol service, and includes 
local exchange carriers.

(e) "Communications services" includes telecommunications 
services and information services and any combination thereof.

(f) "Incumbent local exchange carrier" has the same meaning as 
set forth in 47 U.S.C. Sec. 251(h).

(g) "Incumbent public network" means the network established by 
incumbent local exchange carriers for the delivery of communications 
services to customers that is used by communications providers for 
origination or termination of communications services by or to 
customers.

(h) "Interconnected voice over internet protocol service" means 
an interconnected voice over internet protocol service that: (i) 
Enables real-time, two-way voice communications; (ii) requires a 
broadband connection from the user's location; (iii) requires internet 
protocol-compatible customer premises equipment; and (iv) permits 
users generally to receive calls that originate on the public network 
and to terminate calls to the public network.

(i) "Program" means the state universal communications services 
program created in RCW 80.36.650.

(j) "Telecommunications" has the same meaning as defined in 47 
U.S.C. Sec. 153(43).

(k) "Telecommunications act of 1996" means the telecommunications 
act of 1996 (P.L. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56).

(2) This section expires July 1, 2025.  [2019 c 365 § 11; 2013 
2nd sp.s. c 8 § 202.]

Effective date—2019 c 365 §§ 11-18 and 20: "Sections 11 through 
18 and 20 of this act are necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state 
government and its existing public institutions, and take effect 
immediately [May 13, 2019]." [2019 c 365 § 23.]
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Findings—2019 c 365: See note following RCW 43.330.532.
Findings—Intent—Effective date—Utilities and transportation 

commission report—2013 2nd sp.s. c 8: See notes following RCW 
80.36.650.
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