
WAC 118-04-080  Registration.  Registration is a prerequisite for 
eligibility of emergency workers for benefits and legal protection un-
der chapter 38.52 RCW.

(1) Emergency workers shall register in their jurisdiction of 
residence or in the jurisdiction where their volunteer organization is 
headquartered by completing and filing an emergency worker registra-
tion card, Form EMD-024 or equivalent, with the local emergency man-
agement agency.

(a) The information provided during registration may be used by 
local authorized officials to conduct criminal history and driving re-
cord background checks.

(b) Failure to truthfully respond to statements set forth on the 
registration form may result in the denial of registration, revocation 
of registration as an emergency worker, or denial of compensation for 
claims or damage.

(c) Registration and subsequent issuance of an emergency worker 
identification card, Form EMD-025 or equivalent, shall be at the dis-
cretion of the local emergency management agency director. Denial of 
registration should only be made for cause.

(d) Each emergency worker shall be assigned to an emergency work-
er class as listed in WAC 118-04-100 in accordance with their skills, 
abilities, licenses, and qualifications.

(2) An employee of the state or of a political subdivision of the 
state who is required to perform emergency duties as a normal part of 
their job shall be considered as registered with the local emergency 
management agency in the jurisdiction in which they reside.

(a) When such individuals are outside the jurisdiction of their 
employment during a disaster or emergency, except when acting under 
the provisions of a mutual aid agreement, they should report to the 
on-scene authorized official and announce their capabilities and will-
ingness to serve as a volunteer during the emergency or disaster. 
These individuals will be afforded the same protection as all other 
emergency workers.

(b) Such individuals, including volunteer firefighters enrolled 
under chapter 41.24 RCW, shall not be eligible for compensation as 
emergency workers when, during an emergency or disaster, they are per-
forming their normal duties in the geographic area they are normally 
assigned to work or in another geographic area under the provisions of 
a mutual aid agreement.

(3) Temporary registration.
(a) Temporary registration may be authorized:
(i) In those emergency situations requiring immediate or on-scene 

recruiting of volunteers to assist in time-critical or life-threaten-
ing situations.

(ii) In those training or exercise situations where certain du-
ties can be performed by persons who have no permanent and specific 
emergency worker assignments and who are not registered emergency 
workers but whose participation may be essential or necessary for the 
conduct of the training or exercise activity such as persons serving 
as disaster victims during a medical exercise.

(b) Persons shall be temporarily registered during the period of 
service if they have filled out a temporary registration card which 
includes name, date of birth, and address, as well as information de-
scribing the emergency, training, or exercise function they participa-
ted in, and the date and time they were involved in these activities, 
are issued a temporary identification card, and have reported to and 
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are under the control and supervision of an authorized official oper-
ating under the provisions of chapter 38.52 RCW.

(c) When the lack of available time or resources precludes the 
completion of separate temporary registration and identification cards 
for each person, entry of the person's name, assignment, date and 
times of work, total hours worked, and miles driven (if applicable) on 
an emergency worker daily activity report, Form EMD-078 or equivalent, 
shall suffice until such time as the required forms can be completed. 
In these cases, the emergency worker's date of birth shall be used in 
lieu of an emergency worker identification card number in the appro-
priate block on the Form EMD-078.

(d) Period of service:
(i) The period of service for persons temporarily registered 

shall commence no earlier than the date and time of issuance of an 
emergency management division mission, evidence search mission, or 
training event number.

(ii) The period of service for persons temporarily registered 
shall terminate no later than the termination date and time of the 
emergency management division mission, evidence search mission, or 
training event number.

(4) Any citizen commandeered for service in accordance with RCW 
38.52.110 shall be entitled, during the period of this service, to all 
privileges, benefits and immunities provided by state law and state or 
federal regulations for registered emergency workers so long as that 
citizen remains under the direction and control of an authorized offi-
cial. Such persons should complete temporary registration at the scene 
in order to facilitate the processing of any claim that may result 
from that service.

(5) Animals, such as dogs and horses used in search and rescue 
and other disaster response may be registered with the local emergency 
management agency.

(a) The purpose of this provision is to support those instances 
where a search dog or other animal must be transported on commercial 
aircraft. Registration as an emergency search and rescue animal will 
aid the airline in determining the proper method of transporting the 
animal.

(b) Registration of an animal also will facilitate the processing 
of claims for that animal should it become injured or killed during a 
training event or mission.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 38.52 RCW. WSR 01-02-053, § 118-04-080, 
filed 12/28/00, effective 1/28/01; WSR 93-23-005 (Order 93-08), § 
118-04-080, filed 11/4/93, effective 12/5/93.]
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