
WAC 181-78A-236  Teacher, principal, career and technical educa-
tion program director, superintendent, and program administrator—Spe-
cific program approval domain standard—Field experience and clinical 
practice.  Field experience and clinical practice. Providers offer 
field-based learning experiences and formalized clinical practice ex-
periences for candidates to develop and demonstrate the knowledge and 
skills needed for their role.

(1) Providers establish and maintain field placement practices, 
relationships, and agreements with all school districts in which can-
didates are placed for field experiences leading to certification or 
endorsement per WAC 181-78A-125 and 181-78A-300.

(a) The program provider and school partners cooperatively de-
sign, implement, and evaluate field experiences and clinical practices 
conforming to board standards and requirements for the role.

(b) Clinical practice for teacher candidates in programs approved 
to offer traditional routes to teacher certification must consist of 
no less than four hundred fifty hours in a classroom setting, with a 
qualifying mentor teacher. Clinical practice for teacher candidates in 
programs approved to offer alternative routes to certification must 
consist of no less than five hundred forty hours in a classroom set-
ting with a qualifying mentor.

(c) Principal candidates complete an internship for a full school 
year, consisting of at least five hundred forty hours, half of which 
must be during school hours when students and/or staff are present. 
Interning candidates must demonstrate that they have the appropriate, 
specific skills pursuant to the standards identified in WAC 
181-78A-220 and 181-78A-232 and meets, at minimum, the standards-based 
benchmarks approved and published by the board.

(d) Superintendent candidates must complete an internship of at 
least three hundred sixty hours. Interning candidates must demonstrate 
that they have the appropriate, specific skills pursuant to the stand-
ards identified in WAC 181-78A-220 and 181-78A-232.

(e) Candidates in career and technical education teacher prepara-
tion programs as described in WAC 181-77-031 must complete a student 
teaching experience of at least four hundred fifty hours. Candidates 
must demonstrate that they have the appropriate, specific skills pur-
suant to the standards identified in the career and technical educa-
tion standards approved by the professional educator standards board.

(f) Candidates in career and technical education administrator 
and business and industry route programs must complete a practicum of 
at least sixty hours. Candidates must demonstrate that they have the 
appropriate, specific skills pursuant to the standards identified in 
the career and technical education standards approved by the profes-
sional educator standards board.

(g) Providers articulate in writing clear entry and exit criteria 
as well as a process for mitigating concerns during clinical practice 
for candidates, school leader(s), and the mentor.

(2) Providers ensure that candidates integrate knowledge and 
skills developed through field and industry experiences with the con-
tent of programs' course work.

(a) Providers offer field experiences in which teacher and prin-
cipal candidates plan, practice, discuss, and reflect upon methods of 
instruction and differentiation, and all educator candidates demon-
strate that they have the appropriate, specific relevant skills pur-
suant to WAC 181-78A-220, 181-78A-232, and 181-78A-300 to be effective 
in the role.
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(b) Integrate assignments, assessments, and actionable feedback 
throughout candidates' field experiences.

(c) Provide faculty supervision, including on-site visits, on an 
ongoing basis.

(d) Identify and recruit mentors for candidates who are educa-
tional leaders collaboratively with the partner school(s) or dis-
trict(s).

(e) Ensure that candidates' mentors are fully certificated school 
personnel and have a minimum of three years of professional experience 
in the role they are supervising.

(f) Mentors and school leaders are provided with a set of intern-
ship expectations and receive, or provide evidence of having received, 
training and experience mentoring adult learners and culturally re-
sponsive teaching and learning.

(g) Effectiveness of mentor preparation and communication are re-
viewed annually by program faculty.

(3) Providers offer field experiences and related assessment re-
quirements in accordance with WAC 181-78A-300 and the board approved 
candidate assessment requirements.

(a) Ensure that educator candidates are placed in settings where 
they can be evaluated and given actionable feedback.

(b) Ensure that educator candidates are fingerprinted and have 
completed required character clearance prior to placement in field ex-
perience settings.

(c) Ensure that teacher candidates have completed knowledge and 
skills assessments requirements in accordance with this section and 
WAC 181-78A-300(2) prior to beginning student teaching.

(4) Providers ensure that candidates participate in field experi-
ences in school settings with students and teachers who differ from 
themselves in race, ethnicity, home language, socio-economic status or 
local population density.

(a) Field experiences provide opportunities to work in communi-
ties or with student populations with backgrounds dissimilar to the 
background of the candidate.

(b) Course assignments and discussions offer candidates opportu-
nities to reflect upon interactions with diverse populations and com-
munities in order to integrate professional growth in cultural respon-
siveness as a habit of practice.

(c) Candidates have opportunities to design, implement and re-
ceive feedback on cultural responsiveness in lessons, assignments, and 
activities.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.410 RCW. WSR 20-20-091, § 
181-78A-236, filed 10/5/20, effective 11/5/20. Statutory Authority: 
Chapters 28A.410 and 28A.413 RCW. WSR 19-15-144, § 181-78A-236, filed 
7/24/19, effective 8/24/19.]
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