
WAC 220-356-180  Spawn on kelp license (SOK license) contract 
conditions.  (1) Spawn on kelp license (SOK license) contracts shall 
protect the environment, prevent waste, ensure compliance with appli-
cable laws and regulations, and ensure faithful performance of lease 
terms and conditions.

(2) SOK licensees shall not sell any spawn on kelp to anyone who 
is not a wholesale fish buyer, except that the licensee may be a 
wholesale fish buyer, and, after completing a state of Washington fish 
receiving ticket, may sell the spawn on kelp to someone who is not a 
wholesale fish buyer.

(3) SOK licenses are transferable only in the case of hardship 
and then only to any person holding a herring fishery license except 
the SOK license is not transferable to a person currently holding a 
SOK license. The transfer shall be made on a form provided by the de-
partment, and the transferee shall be subject to the same terms and 
conditions of the original SOK license. For purposes of this section, 
hardship means death or disablement of the licensee or loss of the li-
censee's vessel through no fault of the licensee.

(4) Every SOK licensee may surrender the SOK license and shall be 
relieved of any obligation under the license except as otherwise pro-
vided. The licensee must notify the department in writing of intention 
to surrender the license. If operations under the license have been 
conducted, the licensee shall correct any adverse environmental ef-
fects caused by the operations, including but not limited to, release 
of any entrapped herring, removal of any herring enclosure, and place-
ment of any herring spawn upon habitat suitable for hatch and release 
of herring fry. If the license is surrendered, the department will re-
tain the amount of the bid.

(5) The SOK license shall provide for revocation for noncompli-
ance with the terms of the license. Grounds for revocation for noncom-
pliance shall include, but not be limited to, failure to provide catch 
records as required, failure to provide required data on fishing and 
harvesting related activities, and failure to notify the department of 
anticipated times of fishing and harvesting. The SOK licensee shall be 
notified, in writing, of noncompliance, the necessary corrective meas-
ures and the amount of time allowed to take corrective action. The li-
censee's remedying of the noncompliance within the specified time 
shall result in no revocation of the license. The licensee may appeal 
any cancellation under chapter 34.05 RCW.

(6) The SOK license contract shall allow the SOK licensee to con-
duct operations reasonably necessary for the production of spawn on 
kelp. Nothing in this section shall relieve the licensee of any re-
sponsibility under applicable laws or regulations.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.090, 77.04.130, 77.15.568, 77.08.010, 
77.65.510, 77.65.515, and 77.65.520. WSR 17-22-100, § 220-356-180, 
filed 10/30/17, effective 1/1/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 
77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, and 77.12.047. WSR 17-05-112 (Order 
17-04), recodified as § 220-356-180, filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 75.08.080. WSR 94-12-009 (Order 94-23), § 
220-49-064, filed 5/19/94, effective 6/19/94. Statutory Authority: 
75.08.080 and 75.28.245. WSR 90-07-003 (Order 90-17), § 220-49-064, 
filed 3/8/90, effective 4/8/90.]
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