
WAC 246-834-140  Eligibility for state licensing examination. 
Candidates for the state licensing examination shall meet the follow-
ing conditions, unless applying under WAC 246-834-066 Certified pro-
fessional midwife (CPM) licensure requirements:

(1) Midwifery training shall be at least three academic years, 
and shall consist of both didactic and clinical instruction sufficient 
to meet the educational standards of the school and this section. How-
ever, the length of required training may be shortened, but not to 
less than two academic years, after consideration of the student's 
documented education and experience in the required subjects, if the 
applicant is a registered nurse or practical nurse licensed under 
chapter 18.79 RCW, or has had previous nursing education or practical 
midwifery experience.

(2) The applicant must receive instruction in the following edu-
cational areas:

(a) Basic sciences (including biology, physiology, microbiology, 
anatomy with emphasis on female reproductive anatomy, genetics and em-
bryology), normal and abnormal obstetrics and gynecology, family plan-
ning techniques, childbirth education, nutrition both during pregnancy 
and lactation, breast feeding, neonatology, epidemiology, community 
care, and medicolegal aspects of midwifery; and

(b) Basic nursing skills and clinical skills including, but not 
limited to, vital signs, perineal prep, catheterization, aseptic tech-
niques, administration of medications both orally and by injection, 
local infiltration for anesthesia, venipuncture, administration of in-
travenous fluids, infant and adult resuscitation, and charting.

(3) The applicant must undertake the care of not less than one 
hundred women in the intrapartum period. No less than fifteen of the 
one hundred women must be cared for in the intrapartum period while 
the applicant was enrolled in the school from which the student gradu-
ates.

(a) The applicant shall submit to the department documentation of 
attendance at one hundred births of which:

(i) At least thirty births where the applicant was the primary 
attendant under supervision of a qualified attendant;

(ii) At least twenty births where the applicant directly assis-
ted;

(iii) At least fifty births that the applicant observed in addi-
tion to births counted in (d)(i) and (ii) of this subsection; and

(iv) Documentation for (a)(i) through (iii) of this subsection 
must include at least the date, client identifier, the applicants role 
at each birth, and the signature or initials of the qualified attend-
ant at the birth of either: A licensed midwife, a CPM preceptor, a 
certified nurse midwife, or a practitioner licensed by their state or 
jurisdiction to provide maternity care. The applicant shall submit to 
the department the name and contact information of each signatory, if 
available. The department may approve exceptions to the required docu-
mentation in this subsection.

(b) The applicant shall submit to the department documentation of 
prenatal care examinations of fifty women and early postpartum care 
examinations of fifty women. The same women need not be seen for both 
examinations.

(i) No less than fifteen women must be cared for in the prenatal 
and postpartum periods while enrolled in the school from which the 
student graduates.

(ii) Documentation must include at least the date, client identi-
fier, and the signature or initials of the qualified attendant at the 
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care examination of either: A licensed midwife, a CPM preceptor, a 
certified nurse midwife, or a practitioner licensed by their state or 
jurisdiction to provide maternity care. The applicant must submit to 
the department the name and contact information of each signatory, if 
available. The department may approve exceptions to the required docu-
mentation in this subsection.

(4) The applicant shall demonstrate competency in the use and ad-
ministration of legend drugs and devices described in WAC 246-834-250. 
The applicant shall submit documentation of competency to the depart-
ment on a department supplied form. A licensed health care professio-
nal who, within his or her scope of practice, is qualified in the use 
and administration of legend drugs and devices described in RCW 
18.50.115 and WAC 246-834-250 must sign the form.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.50.010, 18.50.040, 18.50.050, 18.50.135, 
and 2014 c 187. WSR 17-15-024, § 246-834-140, filed 7/7/17, effective 
8/7/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.50.135 and 18.50.045. WSR 
92-02-018 (Order 224), § 246-834-140, filed 12/23/91, effective 
1/23/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 
121), recodified as § 246-834-140, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 18.50.135. WSR 87-21-011 (Order PM 686), § 
308-115-140, filed 10/9/87; WSR 85-23-044 (Order PL 566), § 
308-115-140, filed 11/18/85; WSR 82-19-079 (Order PL 406), § 
308-115-140, filed 9/21/82.]
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