
WAC 246-873-090  Administration of drugs.  (1) General. Drugs 
shall be administered only upon the order of a practitioner who has 
been granted clinical privileges to write such orders. Verbal orders 
for drugs shall only be issued in emergency or unusual circumstances 
and shall be accepted only by a licensed nurse, pharmacist, or physi-
cian, and shall be immediately recorded and signed by the person re-
ceiving the order. Such orders shall be authenticated by the prescrib-
ing practitioner within 48 hours.

(2) Administration. Drugs shall be administered only by appropri-
ately licensed personnel in accordance with state and federal laws and 
regulations governing such acts and in accordance with medical staff 
approved hospital policy.

(3) Patient's drugs. The hospital shall develop written policies 
and procedures for the administration of drugs brought into the hospi-
tal by or for patients.

(a) Drugs brought into the hospital by or for the patient shall 
be administered only when there is a written order by a practitioner. 
Prior to use, such drugs shall be identified and examined by the phar-
macist to ensure acceptable quality for use in the hospital.

(b) Drugs from outside the hospital which are not used during the 
patient's hospitalization shall be packaged and sealed, if stored in 
the hospital, and returned to the patient at time of discharge or giv-
en to the patient's family.

(c) Return of drugs may be prohibited due to possible jeopardy of 
the patient's health.

(d) Written procedures shall be developed for the disposal of un-
returned drugs.

(4) Self-administration. Self-administration of drugs shall occur 
only within approved protocols in accordance with a program of self-
care or rehabilitation. Policy and specific written procedures, ap-
proved by the appropriate medical staff, nursing service and adminis-
tration shall be established by the director of pharmacy.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.64.005 and chapter 18.64A RCW. WSR 
91-18-057 (Order 191B), recodified as § 246-873-090, filed 8/30/91, 
effective 9/30/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.64.005(11). WSR 
81-16-036 (Order 162), § 360-17-080, filed 7/29/81.]
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