
WAC 284-55-010  Limited purpose of this chapter.  (1) Regulation 
of medicare supplemental insurance policies under chapter 284-55 WAC 
is limited to those guaranteed renewable policies which were delivered 
to residents of this state prior to January 1, 1989. Such guaranteed 
renewable policies shall also be subject to the requirements of chap-
ter 284-66 WAC as provided at WAC 284-66-020 (2)(a). All medicare sup-
plemental insurance policies delivered to residents of this state af-
ter December 31, 1988, are regulated by the provisions of chapter 
284-66 WAC, adopted March 16, 1990. Policies that are not guaranteed 
renewable and which were delivered to residents of this state prior to 
January 1, 1990, are also subject to the provisions of chapter 284-66 
WAC.

(2) The purpose of this regulation, chapter 284-55 WAC, is to ef-
fectuate the provisions of RCW 48.20.450, 48.20.460 and 48.20.470, and 
to supplement the requirements of chapter 48.66 RCW, the Medicare Sup-
plemental Health Insurance Act, by establishing minimum standards for 
benefits and specific standards for medicare supplement insurance, by 
prescribing the "outline of coverage" to be used in the sale of medi-
care supplemental insurance, by establishing other disclosure require-
ments, by prohibiting the use of certain provisions in medicare sup-
plement insurance policies, by defining and prohibiting certain prac-
tices as unfair acts and practices, and establishing loss ratio re-
quirements; to assure the orderly implementation and conversion of 
medicare supplement insurance benefits and premiums due to changes in 
the federal medicare program; to provide for the reasonable standardi-
zation of the coverage, terms, and benefits of medicare supplement in-
surance policies; to eliminate policy provisions which may duplicate 
medicare benefits; and to provide for refunds of premiums associated 
with benefits duplicating medicare program benefits.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 48.02.060 and 48.66.041. WSR 90-17-038 (Or-
der R 90-7), § 284-55-010, filed 8/10/90, effective 9/10/90. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 48.02.060 (3)(a) and 48.30.010(2). WSR 88-22-061 (Order 
R 88-9), § 284-55-010, filed 11/1/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 
48.66.100, 48.20.470 and 1982 c 200 § 1. WSR 82-12-032 (Order R 82-3), 
§ 284-55-010, filed 5/26/82. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.02.060, 
48.44.050 and 48.46.200. WSR 82-01-016 (Order R 81-6), § 284-55-010, 
filed 12/9/81.]
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