
Chapter 296-07 WAC
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT GUIDELINES

Last Update: 5/20/76
WAC
296-07-010 Use of abbreviations.
296-07-020 Purpose and scope.
296-07-030 Meaning of words and terms.
296-07-040 Exemptions.
296-07-050 Sufficiency of compliance with SEPA guidelines.
296-07-060 Designation of responsible official.
296-07-070 Department's SEPA public information center.
296-07-080 Maintenance of EIS available register.
296-07-090 Exemption for emergency actions.
296-07-100 Chapter to be amended when SEPA guidelines amended.
296-07-110 Consideration of economic values.

WAC 296-07-010  Use of abbreviations.  In this chapter the de-
partment of labor and industries shall be referred to as the "depart-
ment"; the director of labor and industries as the "director"; the 
State Environmental Policy Act, chapter 43.21C RCW, as "SEPA"; chapter 
197-10 WAC effective January 16, 1976 as the "SEPA guidelines"; and 
environmental impact statement as "EIS."
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-010, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-020  Purpose and scope.  The rules contained in this 
chapter are to carry out the policy and procedures of SEPA and the SE-
PA guidelines, and shall govern the application of SEPA requirements 
to the department. These rules are adopted pursuant to the requirement 
of and authority provided by chapter 43.21C RCW and chapter 197-10 
WAC.

From the effective date of this chapter the department in under-
taking nonexempt actions shall conform to those relevant and applica-
ble policies and procedures declared mandatory by the provisions of 
SEPA or the SEPA guidelines. Such pertinent and mandatory policy and 
procedures are hereby incorporated by reference and adopted as the 
policy and procedures of the department.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-020, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-030  Meaning of words and terms.  The words and terms 
in this chapter and in all proceedings of the department in compliance 
with SEPA shall be deemed to conform to the mandatory definitions con-
tained in the SEPA guidelines.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-030, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-040  Exemptions.  All activities under programs admin-
istered by the department as of December 12, 1975 are hereby exempted, 
except the issuance of any license for the manufacture of explosives 
or the adoption or amendment by the department of any regulations in-
corporating general standards respecting the issuance of licenses au-
thorizing the storage of explosives pursuant to chapter 70.74 RCW.

The adoption of any industrial health or safety regulations con-
taining noise standards shall be considered a major action under this 
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chapter. In addition all other exemptions provided by SEPA or the SEPA 
guidelines shall apply.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-040, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-050  Sufficiency of compliance with SEPA guidelines. 
Compliance with the applicable mandatory SEPA guidelines as supplemen-
ted by this chapter shall be deemed to constitute compliance with this 
chapter.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-050, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-060  Designation of responsible official.  The assis-
tant director of any department, division, or head of any independent 
department section with major responsibility for any nonexempt action 
shall be the responsible official for the purpose of complying with 
SEPA. In any other case the director shall be the responsible official 
or he shall designate another person to be the responsible official.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-060, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-070  Department's SEPA public information center. 
There is hereby established a department public information center to 
carry out the functions contemplated by the SEPA guidelines, WAC 
197-10-830, to be located in the offices of the department at Olympia, 
Washington. The department's public records officer shall have charge 
thereof.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-070, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-080  Maintenance of EIS available register.  The de-
partment shall maintain an EIS available register at its SEPA public 
information center. Said register shall be in the charge of the de-
partment's public records officer and it shall be available for public 
inspection and copying.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-080, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-090  Exemption for emergency actions.  When actions 
are exempted from the requirements of SEPA or the SEPA guidelines be-
cause they are actions which must be taken immediately, or within a 
time too short to allow full compliance with SEPA or the SEPA guide-
lines to avoid an imminent danger to public or private property, or to 
prevent an imminent threat of serious environmental degradation, the 
responsible official shall prepare a written statement showing the na-
ture of the action and the reasons for immediate action. Such state-
ment shall be filed in the department's SEPA public information cen-
ter.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-090, filed 5/20/76.]
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WAC 296-07-100  Chapter to be amended when SEPA guidelines amen-
ded.  When amendments are adopted to the SEPA guidelines the depart-
ment shall adopt all amendments to this chapter within one hundred 
twenty days to bring this chapter into conformance with the SEPA 
guidelines as amended.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-100, filed 5/20/76.]

WAC 296-07-110  Consideration of economic values.  In promulgat-
ing rules in compliance with the SEPA guidelines and any environmen-
tal, social, health, safety, or other standards connected therewith, 
the department shall, pursuant to chapter 117, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd 
ex. sess., give appropriate consideration to economic values along 
with such other considerations.
[Order 76-16, § 296-07-110, filed 5/20/76.]
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