
WAC 308-56A-030  Owner name and address—Recorded on the vehicle 
record—Application for certificate of ownership.  (1) What registered 
owner and lien holder or secured party information is required on the 
vehicle record and application for certificate of ownership (title)?

The vehicle record and application for certificate of ownership 
(title) must include:

(a) The name of each registered owner (natural person or busi-
ness) of the vehicle and, if the vehicle is subject to a lien or other 
security interest, the name of each secured party;

(b) The registered owner's primary residence street address (at 
the choice of the registered owner, a mailing address if different 
from the residence address can also be given); and

(c) The primary secured party's mailing address.
(2) What does primary residence mean for a registered owner who 

is a natural person or a business?
(a) In the case of a natural person, it means the person's true, 

fixed and permanent home in Washington. This does not include secon-
dary or vacation homes where a vehicle is garaged or used. The depart-
ment will presume that a registered owner's primary residence is the 
same as the address used in driver's license records or voter regis-
tration records.

(b) In the case of a business, it means the principal place in 
Washington from which the licensed trade or business of the registered 
owner is directed, managed, or conducted. Businesses with multiple 
Washington licensed business locations should use the licensed busi-
ness location where the service vehicles owned and operated by the 
business are directed, managed, garaged, stored or maintained.

(3) Do the addresses for the application for certificate of own-
ership, and vehicle record need to conform to United States Postal 
Service (USPS) standards?

Yes. USPS address standards must be used on all vehicle records, 
and certificates of ownership.

(4) Are there exceptions to the requirement to provide a primary 
residence street address?

Yes. Exceptions will be made for:
(a) Persons who are exempt by law from paying motor vehicle ex-

cise tax or fees.
(b) Vehicles exempt by law from motor vehicle excise tax or fees.
(c) Natural persons who are homeless; defined as someone with no 

housing.
(d) Other exceptions may apply as determined appropriate by the 

director or his or her designee.
(5) What will the department do if presented with documentation 

or other information to indicate there may be an error in the primary 
residence street address provided?

The department will flag the vehicle record and the registered 
owner will be required, prior to the time of next renewal, to:

(a) Show a residential utility bill, driver license or other doc-
umentation that verifies the primary residence street address; and

(b) Complete and sign a declaration under penalty of perjury on a 
form developed by the department.

(6) Can more than one address be shown on the vehicle record or 
application if there are multiple registered owners with different ad-
dresses?
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No. The department can store the primary residence address and 
separate mailing address (if applicable) for only one of the regis-
tered owner(s).

(7) Can more than one address be shown on the vehicle record or 
application if there is more than one secured party?

No. Only one address for the primary secured party will be shown 
on the vehicle record.

(8) Is the applicant or registered owner required to certify the 
truth of the address information contained in the application for cer-
tificate of ownership or vehicle renewal?

No. The applicant or registered owner will only be required to 
complete and sign a declaration under penalty of perjury on a form de-
veloped by the department when the department has been presented with 
documentation or other information to indicate there may be an error 
in the address information provided and the vehicle record has been 
flagged.

(9) What is the penalty if the applicant or registered owner pro-
vides false address information?

A person providing false residency information is guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor punishable by a fine of five hundred twenty-nine 
dollars.

(10) Is my residence address subject to public disclosure?
Where both a mailing address and a residence address are recorded 

on the vehicle record and are different, only a mailing address will 
be disclosed. Both addresses will be disclosed in response to requests 
from courts, law enforcement agencies, or government entities with en-
forcement, investigative, or taxing authority and only for use in the 
normal course of conducting their business.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.010. WSR 07-21-120, § 308-56A-030, 
filed 10/23/07, effective 11/23/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.16.010. WSR 05-23-135, § 308-56A-030, filed 11/22/05, effective 
1/3/06. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110. WSR 04-07-168, § 
308-56A-030, filed 3/23/04, effective 4/23/04; WSR 03-05-081, § 
308-56A-030, filed 2/19/03, effective 3/22/03; WSR 99-01-014, § 
308-56A-030, filed 12/7/98, effective 1/7/99. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.01.110, 88.02.100, 46.10.040, 46.12.030, 46.16.040, 88.02.050 and 
88.02.070. WSR 96-04-004, § 308-56A-030, filed 1/25/96, effective 
2/25/96; WSR 95-13-058, § 308-56A-030, filed 6/19/95, effective 
7/20/95; Order MV 208, § 308-56A-030, filed 7/31/74.]
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