
WAC 365-195-910  Criteria for obtaining the best available sci-
ence.  (1) Consultation with state and federal natural resources agen-
cies and tribes can provide a quick and cost-effective way to develop 
scientific information and recommendations. State natural resource 
agencies provide numerous guidance documents and model ordinances that 
incorporate the agencies' assessments of the best available science. 
The department can provide technical assistance in obtaining such in-
formation from state natural resources agencies, developing model GMA-
compliant critical areas policies and development regulations, and re-
lated subjects. The department will make available to interested par-
ties a current list of the best available science determined to be 
consistent with criteria set out in WAC 365-195-905 as identified by 
state or federal natural resource agencies for critical areas.

(2) A county or city may compile scientific information through 
its own efforts, with or without the assistance of qualified experts, 
and through state agency review and the Growth Management Act's re-
quired public participation process. The county or city should assess 
whether the scientific information it compiles constitutes the best 
available science applicable to the critical areas to be protected, 
using the criteria set out in WAC 365-195-900 through 365-195-925 and 
any technical guidance provided by the department. If not, the county 
or city should identify and assemble additional scientific information 
to ensure it has included the best available science.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.190 (4)(b). WSR 00-16-064, § 
365-195-910, filed 7/27/00, effective 8/27/00.]

Certified on 10/25/2019 WAC 365-195-910 Page 1


		2019-10-24T18:03:53-0700
	Electronic transmittal




