
WAC 388-450-0160  How does the department decide how much of my 
sponsor's income to count against my benefits?  (1) We must count some 
of your sponsor's income as unearned income to your assistance unit 
(AU) if:

(a) Your sponsor signed the INS affidavit of support form I-864 
or I-864A; and

(b) You are not exempt from the deeming process under WAC 
388-450-0156.

(2) We take the following steps to decide the monthly amount of 
your sponsor's income we deem as your income and count against your 
benefits:

(a) We start with your sponsor's earned and unearned income that 
is not excluded under WAC 388-450-0015;

(b) If your sponsor's spouse signed the affidavit of support, we 
add all of the spouse's earned and unearned income that is not exclu-
ded under WAC 388-450-0015;

(c) We subtract twenty percent of the above amount that is earned 
income under WAC 388-450-0030;

(d) For cash assistance, we subtract the need standard under WAC 
388-478-0015. We count the following people who live in your sponsor's 
home as a part of your sponsor's AU to decide the need standard:

(i) Your sponsor;
(ii) Your sponsor's spouse; and
(iii) Everyone else in their home that they could claim as a de-

pendent for federal income tax purposes.
(e) For food assistance, we subtract the maximum gross monthly 

income under WAC 388-478-0060. We count the following people that live 
in your sponsor's home as a part of your sponsor's AU to decide the 
maximum gross monthly income:

(i) Your sponsor;
(ii) Your sponsor's spouse; and
(iii) Everyone else in their home that they could claim as a de-

pendent for federal income tax purposes.
(f) If you can show that your sponsor has sponsored other people 

as well, we divide the result by the total number of people who they 
sponsored including any member of your household that is exempt from 
deeming according to WAC 388-450-0156.

(3) After we have decided how much income to deem to you, we 
count the greater amount of the following against your benefits:

(a) The amount of income calculated from deeming; or
(b) The amount of money your sponsor actually gives you for your 

needs.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 
74.08.090, 74.08A.120, and 2011 1st sp.s. c 15. WSR 13-18-007, § 
388-450-0160, filed 8/22/13, effective 10/1/13. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 7 
U.S.C. 2014(i); 7 C.F.R. § 273.4(c); USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
final rules for the FSRIA of 2002 (farm bill) final rule announcement. 
WSR 10-15-043, § 388-450-0160, filed 7/13/10, effective 8/1/10. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.057, 74.04.510 and Title 7, Chap-
ter II, Part 273 of the Code of Federal Regulations. WSR 01-21-026, § 
388-450-0160, filed 10/9/01, effective 11/1/01. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 74.08.090 and 74.04.510. WSR 99-16-024, § 388-450-0160, filed 
7/26/99, effective 9/1/99. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 
74.04.055, 74.04.057 and 74.08.090. WSR 98-16-044, § 388-450-0160, 
filed 7/31/98, effective 9/1/98.]
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