WAC 478-121-403 Prehearing conferences. (1) Hearing officers
upon their own motion or upon request of a party may direct the par-
ties or their representatives to engage in a prehearing conference or
conferences to consider:

(a) Simplification of issues;

(b) The necessity or desirability of amendments to the pleadings,
if any;

(c) The possibility of obtaining stipulations, admissions of fact
and admissions of the genuineness of documents which will avoid unnec-
essary proof;

(d) Limitations on the number and consolidation of the examina-
tion of witnesses;

(e) Procedural matters;

(f) Distribution of written testimony and exhibits to the parties
prior to the hearing;

(g) Such other matters as may aid in the disposition or settle-
ment of the proceeding.

(2) Prehearing conferences may be held by telephone conference
call or at a time and place specified by hearing officers.

(3) Following prehearing conferences, hearing officers shall is-
sue an order. Orders are effective when they are served. Hearing offi-
cers may, at their discretion, hold more than one prehearing confer-
ence and issue orders modifying any prehearing order.

(4) In any full hearing, hearing officers may, in their discre-
tion, conduct a conference prior to the taking of testimony, or may
recess the hearing for such conference, for the purpose of carrying
out the purpose of this rule. Hearing officers shall state on the re-
cord the results of such conference.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 28B.20.130. WSR 17-15-068, § 478-121-403,
filed 7/14/17, effective 8/18/17.]
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