
WAC 480-15-187  Transfer of an existing permit.  (1) If the hold-
er of a permit wishes to transfer the permit, the person or entity re-
ceiving the permit must complete a household goods moving company per-
mit application on a form provided by the commission. The person or 
entity receiving the permit is the applicant. The applicant must meet 
the criteria for a provisional permit and, after the provisional peri-
od has passed, meet the criteria for a permanent permit as described 
in WAC 480-15-305 unless the applicant qualifies for the exceptions 
described in subsection (2) or (3) of this section.

(2) If the transfer is due to one of the following reasons, the 
commission will grant permanent authority to the applicant without re-
quiring a provisional permit, public notice, or comment provided that 
the applicant is fit, willing, and able to provide service and the ap-
plicant has filed to transfer permanent authority for any one of the 
following reasons:

(a) A partnership has dissolved due to the death, bankruptcy or 
withdrawal of a partner and that partner's interest is being transfer-
red to a spouse or to one or more remaining partners.

(b) A shareholder in a corporation has died and that sharehold-
er's interest is being transferred to a surviving spouse or one or 
more surviving shareholders.

(c) A sole proprietor has died, the sole proprietor devised or 
bequeathed the company by will, and the applicant is seeking transfer 
of the permit in accordance with the bequest or devise set forth in 
the will.

(d) An individual has incorporated and the same individual re-
mains the majority shareholder.

(e) An individual has added a partner but the same individual re-
mains the majority partner.

(f) A corporation has dissolved and the interest is being trans-
ferred to the majority shareholder.

(g) A partnership has dissolved and the interest is being trans-
ferred to the majority partner.

(h) A partnership has incorporated, and the partners are the ma-
jority shareholders.

(i) Ownership is being transferred from one corporation to anoth-
er corporation when both are wholly owned by the same shareholders.

(3) The commission will grant an application for permanent au-
thority without requiring a provisional permit after the application 
has been published on the application docket subject to comment for 
thirty days if the applicant is fit, willing, and able to provide 
service, the applicant has filed to transfer control of permanent au-
thority, and all of the following conditions exist:

(a) Ownership of a permit is being transferred to any sharehold-
er, partner, family member, employee, or other person familiar with 
the company's operations and the household goods moving services pro-
vided.

(b) The permit has been actively used by the current owner to 
provide household goods moving services during the twelve-month period 
prior to the application.

(c) The application includes a certified statement from the ap-
plicant and the current owner explaining why the transfer is necessary 
to ensure the company's economic viability.

(d) The application includes a certified statement from the ap-
plicant and the current owner describing the steps taken by the par-
ties to ensure that safe operations and continuity of service to cus-
tomers is maintained.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 80.01.040, 81.01.010, 81.04.160, and 
81.80.130. WSR 13-23-048 (Docket TV-130079, General Order R-573), § 
480-15-187, filed 11/15/13, effective 12/16/13. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 80.01.040, 81.04.160, and 81.80.075. WSR 12-13-007 (Docket 
TV-111493, General Order R-565), § 480-15-187, filed 6/7/12, effective 
7/8/12.]
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