WAC 480-93-186 Leak ewvaluation. (1) Based on an evaluation of
the location and/or magnitude of a leak, the gas pipeline company must
assign one of the leak grades defined in WAC 480-93-18601 to establish
the leak repair priority. A gas pipeline company may use an alphabeti-
cal grade classification, i.e., Grade A for Grade 1, Grade B for Grade
2, and Grade C for Grade 3 if it has historically used such a grading
designation. Each gas pipeline company must apply the same criteria
used for initial leak grading when reevaluating leaks.

(2) Each gas pipeline company must establish a procedure for
evaluating the concentration and extent of gas leakage. When evaluat-
ing any leak, the gas pipeline company must determine and document the
perimeter of the leak area. If the perimeter of the leak extends to a
building wall, the gas pipeline company must extend the investigation
inside the building. Where the reading is 1in an unvented, enclosed
space, the gas pipeline company must consider the rate of dissipation
when the space is ventilated and the rate of accumulation when the
space 1is resealed.

(3) The gas pipeline company must check the perimeter of the leak
area with a combustible gas indicator. The gas pipeline company must
perform a follow-up inspection on all leak repairs with residual gas
remaining in the ground as soon as practical, but not later than thir-
ty days following the repair.

(4) Grade 1 and 2 leaks can only be downgraded once to a Grade 3
leak without a physical repair. After a leak has been downgraded once,
the maximum repair time for that leak is twenty-one months.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 80.01.040, 80.04.060 and 81.88.040. WSR
08-12-046 (Docket PG-070975, General Order R-549), § 480-93-186, filed
5/30/08, effective 6/30/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 80.04.160,
80.28.210, and 80.01.040. WSR 05-10-055 (Docket No. UG-011073, General
Order No. R-520), § 480-93-186, filed 5/2/05, effective 6/2/05; Order
R-103, § 480-93-186, filed 5/18/77.]
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