
WAC 220-440-080  Killing wolves attacking domestic animals.  The 
commission is authorized, pursuant to RCW 77.36.030, to establish the 
limitations and conditions on killing or trapping wildlife that is 
causing damage on private property. The department may authorize, pur-
suant to RCW 77.12.240 the killing of wildlife destroying or injuring 
property. Killing wildlife to address private property damage is sub-
ject to all other state and federal laws including, but not limited 
to, Titles 77 RCW and 220 WAC.

(1) An owner of domestic animals, the owner's immediate family 
member, the agent of an owner, or the owner's documented employee may 
kill one gray wolf (Canis lupus) without a permit issued by the direc-
tor, regardless of its state classification, if the wolf is attacking 
their domestic animals.

(a) This section applies to the area of the state where the gray 
wolf is not listed as endangered or threatened under the federal En-
dangered Species Act.

(b) Any wolf killed under this authority must be reported to the 
department within twenty-four hours.

(c) The wolf carcass must be surrendered to the department.
(d) The owner of the domestic animal must grant or assist the de-

partment in gaining access to the property where the wolf was killed 
for the purposes of data collection or incident investigation.

(2) If the department finds that a private citizen killed a gray 
wolf that was not attacking a domestic animal, or that the killing was 
not consistent with this rule, then that person may be prosecuted for 
unlawful taking of endangered wildlife under RCW 77.15.120.

(3) In addition to the provisions of subsection (1) of this sec-
tion, the director may authorize additional removals by permit under 
the authority of RCW 77.12.240.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055, 
and 77.12.047. WSR 17-05-112 (Order 17-04), amended and recodified as 
§ 220-440-080, filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.055, 77.12.047, 77.12.240, chapter 77.36 RCW, and 
2013 c 329. WSR 13-22-056 (Order 13-282), § 232-36-052, filed 11/4/13, 
effective 12/5/13.]

Certified on 10/25/2019 WAC 220-440-080 Page 1


		2019-10-24T12:47:00-0700
	Electronic transmittal




